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Newsletter 44 


“The glory of creation is in its infinite diversity and the way our 
differences combine to create meaning andbeauty." 


Honorary Members: Gene Roddenberr 
James Docks Michael Dore, Abocande Sie 


Hi. Welcome to another newsletter. We 
hope you all had a good Christmas and New 
Year. Thanks for all your cards, we 
appreciate them and apologise for not being 
able to reciprocate them all. 


Thanks to those who sent Sheila best wishes 
for her mother's recovery. Unfortunately, our 
bad November continued after the last 
newsletter went to print; Sheila’s mother had 
a second stroke, went into a coma and died a 
few days later. Thanks too to those of our 
friends who heard and_ sent _ their 
condolences. 


Then we managed to make a monumental 
boob when putting the renewal forms into 
the envelopes; somehow - we don't know 
how - we managed to put them in the wrong 
envelope. Everyone who was due to renew 
got a form but not their own. Our sincere 
apologies to everyone concerned. 


You will probably have noticed that this 
newsletter is slimmer than usual - it is only 
80 pages. This is solely to do with finances, 
not lack of submissions. We actually 
advertise and budget for 80 - 100 page 
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newsletters but they have all been 100 pages 
for quite a while. Finances are a bit tight at 
the moment and there are mutterings about a 
forthcoming postage increase so we decided 
that as this time of year tends to bea bit quiet 
as regards conventions, the February 
newsletter was the obvious one to cut back to 
80 pages. If postage does go up we are 
considering reducing next February's 
newsletter to 64 pages as this should save 
enough on postage and printing to allow us 
to put out the other 5 newsletters at 100 
pages without increasing dues. 


Postbag - we have been getting some 
complaints recently about the use of 
pennames, the in-jokes and purely personal 


" messages in the postbag. We tend to feel this 


is a justified complaint as it does make the 
postbag rather cliqueish. The idea of the 
postbag is to allow members to discuss and 
share their views on various aspects of Star 
Trek. We therefore ask members to stick to 
discussing Trek and things directly related to 
Trek and to use a pen-name only if it is the 
name you are known by in the club; also to 
stick to one name, either your real name or 
penname. If you decide you want to write a 


letter using for example a Klingon persona, it 
is okay to use a Klingon name as long as you 
put your usual name in brackets beside it. 


As for personal messages - if you really need 
to send a personal message to another 
member please use the Personal Column and 
not the postbag. 


Email - Those of you with email will 
occasionally receive messages from Janet 
from a Compuserve address. This is because 
it is easier using Compuserve for multiple 
mailings. Please do not use this address to 
contact Janet as she only logs on at weekends 
and if she is away for a weekend she may not 
get your message for a couple of weeks. 
Always use the Almac address above as Janet 
logs on every evening except Friday (it's 
cheaper Saturday morning.) 


BADGES 


A member has kindly offered to make badges 
for us - thanks Margaret. They are the logo 
above on button badges. Price 50p inclusive, 
you can pay in stamps if you want. Please 
send your order to Janet with an address 
label. We should have the badges by the end 
of February. 


NEWSLETTER CONTRIBUTIONS 

The closing date for the next newsletter is 
March 13th. 

PLEASE put your full _ mame on all 
submissions (including individual disc 
files) - if you don't and they get separated 
from your letter then we can't print them. 





Email - send to Janet and she will try to 
confirm receipt within 2 weeks. 
(Email - janet.quarton@almac.co.uk) 


Computer disc - send to Janet. ASCII text 
files on MS-DOS, Atari ST, Acorn or Amstrad 
PCW - SAE to Janet for details. Please 
indicate italics by enclosing the textin <> and 
bold by enclosing it in [ ] (square brackets). 


By letter or fax - send anything to be typed 


up for the newsletter to Sheila. Send news & 
Cuttings to Janet. 





to 


Cartoons and anything else to be scanned - 
send to Janet. 


Janet Quarton, 15 Letter Daill, Cairnbaan, 
Lochgilphead, Argyll PA31 85x, Scotland 


Sheila Clark, 6 Craigmill Cottages, 
Strathmartine, by Dundee DD3_ OPH, 
Scotland 


Our thanks to Lesley Arrowsmith, Barbara 
Ellams, Anne-Marie Flowers, Vered Gilad, 
Valerie Herd, Christine Jones, Meg Lahey, 
Fiona McDonald, Nigel Nixon, Penelope 
Robinson, Carla Salveta, Stephen Shaw and 
anyone we have inadvertently forgotten to 
mention, for sending information and/or 
cuttings. 


IDIC GUIDE DOG APPEAL 
USED STAMPS 


Sheila took 19 kilos of stamps to Forfar at the 
end of November and expects to take more 
up by the end of January. 


Any American/Canadian members who 
would like to contribute used stamps can 
send them to Bill Hupe, 916 Lamb Rd, 
Mason, MI 48854-9554, USA and he will 
forward them to us along with a list of your 
names so that we can acknowledge them. 


We would like to thank Lesley Arrowsmith, 
Annette Bannasch, Neil Barrett, Elizabeth 
Barrie, Claudia Baschke, Sandra Blackwell, 
Annette Bohm, A_ Braybrooke, Donald 
Campbell, Alistair Craig, Karen Dennewill, 
Veronica Duthie, Julie Evans, Jane Fenn, 
Mark French, Antje Freudenberg, Peter & 
Eleanor Fryer, Vered Gilad, Glasgow City 
Libraries, David Hall, George Haggarty, Caro 
Hedge, Martin Helsdon, Valerie Herd, Sara 
Jackson, Nanaki Kaur, Ruth Kurz, Meg 
Lahey, Diana McCormack (with thanks to 
neigbours and Mr Vallence), Helen McGinty, 
James Miller, Henry Newman, James O 
Donovan, Joshua Orriss, Lindsay Osborne, 
Richard Pater and the staff at Great Grimsby 
Borough Council, Phil Peart, Andy Piercy, 
Qaola Mail Order, Gloria Rigg, Amanda 
Robertson, Carla Salveta, Margaret Sibbald, 
Jean Sloan, Carol Sterenberg, Judith Tavlor, 


Jenny Turner, Angela Warsitz, A Walford, 
Alison White, Janet Wicks, John Wigley, 
David Williams, Barbara Wright, Edwin Yau 
and anyone we have inadvertently forgotten 
to mention, for donations of money, 
collectibles, and/or used stamps for the 
Guide Dogs for the Blind Association. 


We can use all usedstamps, whether British 





Grand Fete, Worcester May 6th, 1996 


A fete is being held on the Spring Bank Holiday, Monday 6th May, in the grounds 
of Worcester Cathedral (beside the school), starting at 12 noon, in aid of charity. 
The fete’s theme is Space, and any Trek fans who would like to attend, preferably 
wearing costume to add to the atmosphere, would be most welcome. 


The King's School, Worcester, Development Committee 


or Foreign. If possible please trim them, 
leaving 'A4" of envelope around the stamp. 


We plan to post the next newsletter out 
around April 3rd. Enjoy! 


Janet, Sheila, Valerie 21/1/96 








compiled by Janet Quarton 


TV & SATELLITE 


BBC 2 is still screening Star Trek three times a 
week with TNG making it into the BBC2/Ch4 
top ten some weeks with over + million 
viewers. 


Sky One is up to the Voyager episode Jetrel 
(14th episode, season 1) on 21/1/96 and the 
TNG episode Wounded (12th episode, 4th 
season) on 26/1/96. 


With the BBC showing Trek 3 times a week I 
decided while doing the last newsletter that it 
was maybe too much to list all the screening 
dates and left them out. Then I got a couple 
of requests for screening dates and had to 
research the information to bring my records 
up to date. Since I use the newsletters for 
reference I hope you don't mind me 
indulging myself and listing them here. 


BBC. screening dates. 


Ep. Title Date Shown 
TNG 

238 Ship In A Bottle 27/09/95 
239 Aquiel 04/10/95 
240 FaceOf The Enemy — 11/10/95 
241 Tapestry 18/10/95 
242 The Birthright, Pt! 25/10/95 
243 The Birthright, Pt i 01/11/95 
244 Starship Mine 08/11/95 
245 Lessons 15/11/95 
246 The Chase 22/11/95 
247 Frame Of Mind 29/11/95 
248 Suspicions 06/12/95 
249 Rightful Heir 13/12/95 
250 Second Chances 20/12/95 
251 Timescape 27/12/95 
252 Descent Pt 1 03/01/96 
7th Season 

253 Descent Pt 2 10/01/96 
254 Liaisons 17/01/96 


255 Interface 34/01/96 


DS9 (* Scotland one day later) 


1st Season 
401/2 Emissary 28/09/95 * 
403 Past Prologue 05/10/95 * 
404 A Man Alone 12/10/95 * 
405 Babel 19/10/95 * 
406 Captive Pursuit 26/10/95 * 
407 Q-less 02/11/95 * 
408 Dax 09/11/95 * 
409 The Passenger 16/11/95 * 
410 MoveAlong Home 23/11/95 * 
+11 The Nagus 30/11/95 * 
412 Vortex 07/12/95 * 
413 Battle Lines” - 14/12/95 * 
414 Storyteller 21/12/95 * 
+15 Progress 28/12/95 
416 If Wishes Were Horses 04/01/96 
417 The Forsaken 11/01/96 * 
418 Dramatis Personae 18/01/96 * 
419 Duet 25/01/96 * 
TOS 
Ist Season 
06 Man Trap 15/10/95 
08 Charlie X 22/10/95 
02 Where No Man Has 

Gone Before 29/10/95 
07 Naked Time 05/11/95 
05 Enemy Within 12/11/95 
04 Mudd's Women 19/11/95 
{0 What Are Little Girls 

Made Of? 26/11/95 

12) Miri 03/12/95 
11 Dagger OfThe Mind 10/12/95 © 
3 Corbomite Maneuver 17/12/95 
16 Menagerie Pt 1 07/01/96 
16 Menagerie Pt 2 14/01/96 
09 Balance of Terror 21/01/96 


"ALL GOOD THINGS" 







COONSEL SIR, \ {A 
WHATS TEOAYS 


Wet, C= 
MINE’S WORE = 





—STAR TREK 


VOYAGER 


Star Trek: Voyager. 
Season 1 Broadcast Schedule. 


Date = Date of satellite uplink. 


Episode List- 

Eps Date UPN# Prod Title 
27 27/11/95 STV212 128 Resistance 

28 15/01/96 STV213 129 Prototype 

29 22/01/96 STV214 130? Alliances 

30 29/01/96 STV215 131? Threshold 

31 05/02/96 STV216 132? Meld 

32 12/02/96 STV217 133? Dreadnought 
33 19/02/96 STV218 134? Death Wish 
34 26/02/96 STV219 135? Lifesigns 

2? 22/03/96 STV2?? 132? Investigations 
2? 22/03/96 STV2?? 132? Deadlock 








SPOILERS - Press Releases 


STV213 Prototype - Directed by Jonathan 
Frakes; Written by Nick Correa and Kenneth 
Biller. Guest starring are Rick Worthy as 
3947 and Hugh Hodgin as 6263. 

When the crew finds a deactivated 
humanoid robot with an unfamiliar power 
source floating in space, Chief Engineer 
B'Elanna Torres is able to repair this 
mysterious mechanical "man." When it comes 
to life, the sentient artificial lifeform, 
Automated Unit 3947, explains that its kind is 
near extinction and asks Torres to build a 
prototype for construction of more units. In 
accordance with the Prime Directive, Torres 
must decline the request, but when 3947's 
Pralor homeship is located, the robot abducts 
her and threatens to destroy Voyager unless 
she constructs the prototype. 

Torres discovers that the robots are 
programmed to achieve victory while 
Janeway and her crew, taking measures to 
rescue her, find themselves in a war of alien 
robots. 


STV214 Alliances - Directed by Les Landau; 
Teleplay written by Jeri Taylor. Guest 
starring Charles Lucia as Mabus, Anthony 
De Longis as Culluh, Martha Hackett as 


Seska, Raphael Sbarge as Michael Jonas, 
Larry Cedar as Tersa, John Gegenhuber as 
Kelat, Simon Billig as Hogan and Mirron E. 
Willias as Rettik. 

After Voyager is severely attacked by 
Kazon and one of its crewmen killed, 
Chakotay appeals to Janeway to start 
thinking more like the Maquis. Janeway 
knows she must strengthen Voyager's 
position in the quadrant and, although it's a 
difficult decision and is against her beliefs 
and training, she agrees to take steps toward 
a strategic alliance with leaders of several 
Kazon factions. When they come together for 
a conference, it's eminently clear that there 
are no rules in this region of space. 

Seeking an intermediary to begin talks 
with the Kazon, Neelix shuttles to Subras, a 
planet with a Kazon settlement. There, he 
makes contact with an acquaintance, Jal 
Tersa of the Kazon-Pommar. Meanwhile, 
Janeway's initial meeting with Culluh and 
Seska is unsuccessful but Neelix is able to 
befriend Mabus, a governor of the Trabe, an 
exiled sect and bitter enemies of the Kazon. 
Thinking that the Trabe have compatible 
goals of peaceful co-existence, Janeway forms 
an alliance with them - with deadly results. 


STV215 Threshold - Directed by Alex Singer; 
Story by Michael DeLuca; Teleplay is by 
Brannon Braga. Guest starring Raphael 
Sbarge as Michael Jonas and Mirron E. Willis 
as Rettik. 

Lieutenant Paris makes history by 
becoming the first person to make a 
transwarp flight. But soon after his shuttle 
returns from Warp Ten he undergoes 
startling biochemistry changes. His cell 
membranes begin to degrade and, despite 
The Doctor's best efforts, Paris dies. Hours 
after the pronouncement of death, Paris is 
discovered breathing, his body going through 
accelerated mutations which leave him 
radically transformed into a bizarre and 
terrifying cross between a human and 
amphibian. 


STV216 Meld - Directed by Cliff Bole; Story 
is by Michael Sussman; Teleplay by Michael 
Piller. Special guest star Brad Dourif as 
Suder; Guest starring Angela Dohrman as 
Ricky andSimon Billig as Hogan. 

When a crew member is murdered, 


gi 


Tuvok's investigation leads to another 
crewman, Ensign Suder, who finally admits 
he is the perpetrator. Vulcan _ instincts 
prohibit Tuvok from determining a logical 
motive for committing such a crime, so he 
attempts to understand the violent impulses 
of a criminal by performing a mind-meld on 
Suder - with deadly results. 

When Tuvok removes himself from duty, 
The Doctor must initiate treatment which 
removes Tuvok's emotional suppression 
abilities. Meanwhile, Chakotay puts Paris on 
report for running an illegal gambling 
operation and Neelix embraces his role as the 
ship's Morale Officer. 


STV217 Dreadnought - Directed by 
LeVar Burton; Story by Gary Holland;’ 
Teleplay by Gary Holland. Guest starring are 
Raphael Sbarge as Jonas, Nancy Hower as 
Ensign Wildman, Michael Spound as Lorrum 
and Dan Kern as Kellan. 

Voyager spots a Cardassian-designed, 
self-guided missile carrying a warhead 
capable of significant destructive force. As it 
travels towards Rakosan, a heavily populated 
planet, Torres reports that she's partly 
responsible for its virtually unstoppable 
status. When she was a Maquis, she 
intercepted it and changed its program to 
assault the Cardassians, but it later went 
astray and now she's the only hope of 
stopping it. So, Torres volunteers to transport 
to the missile’s interior and reprogram it 
again. But, before she can detonate the 
warhead, the onboard computer tries to 
destroy her first. Meanwhile, Jonas transmits 
the classified information on the mission to 
Seska. 


STV218 Death Wish - Directed by James L. 
Conway. In a collaboration between father 
and son, the story is written by Shawn Piller 
and the teleplay is written by Michael Piller. 

The omnipotent Q makes his triumphant 
retum to a Starfleet vessel. The hugely 
popular character, portrayed by actor John de 
Lancie, is an entity with near godlike powers, 
child-like petulance and a_ sense of 
playfulness. Jonathan Frakes, as Commander 
William T. Riker, also makes a special guest 
appearance in the episode. 

A rebel Q (Gerrit Graham) escapes 
imprisonment irom inside a comet and 


demands asylum aboard the U.S.S. Voyager. 
Just as quickly, the well-known Q arrives to 
force the escaped Q back to the Continuum, 
the extradimensional domain in which their 
immortal kind exist. Meanwhile, the escaped 
Q proclaims that if Captain Janeway grants 
him sanctuary, he intends to commit suicide 
to end the tedium he has endured as an 
immortal being. 

Noting the dictates of Starfleet protocol, 
Janeway holds a hearing to consider the 
request for asylum. The tables are turned on 
Q as Federation personal preside over a trial 
in which he must defend the Q Continuum 
and the ever-logical Tuvok acts as counsel for 
the escaped Q. A courtroom drama ensues 
when Q ealls himself to the witness stand 
along with a varied group of other people 
including Commander Riker, whose lives 
were profoundly changed by Q's influence. 


STV219 Lifesigns - Directed by Cliff Bole; 
Written by Kenneth Biller. Guest starring are 
Susan Diol as Dr. Danara Pel, Raphael Sbarge 
as Michael Jonas, Martha Hackett as Seska, 
Michael Spound as Lorum and Rick Gianasi 
as the gigolo. 

Voyager detects a distress call from a 
weakened lifeform aboard a small spacecraft 
and quickly beams a deathly ill Virdian 
female to Sickbay. The Doctor starts treating 
her for advanced stages of the Phage by 
transferring her decaying body into stasis and 
creating a temporary, healthy holographic 
program of her being. As he becomes 
acquainted with the alien, a hematologist 
named Danara Pel, something momentous 
occurs - his adaptive program allows him to 
experience love and romance. 

Lieutenant Paris continues to be 
insubordinate and espionage is more 
complicated than Jonas thought when Seska 
instructs him to plan an accident which will 
damage Voyager's warp coils. 


STV2?? Investigations - Directed by Les 
Landau; Story by Jeff Schnaufer and Ed Bond; 
Teleplay by Jeri Tavlor. Guest starring 
Raphael Sbarge as Michael Jonas, Jerry Sroka 
as Laxeth and Simon Billig as Hogan. 

Neelix, a suddenly — self-proclaimed 
journalist, hears a rumour that a fellow crew 
Member has expressed displeasure with 
Starfleet and requested leave. Soon, Tom 


Paris is relieved of duty to become a pilot 
with a Talaxian convoy - leaving a saddened 
Voyager crew behind. Almost immediately, 
the Kazon-Nistim and the scheming Seska 
attack the Talaxian fleet, kidnap Paris and 
attempt to coerce classified information from 
him. Meanwhile, Neelix suspects someone 
aboard Voyager has been secretly 
communicating with the Kazon and _ his 
sleuthing leads him directly to Paris. 


SAS TRS 
DES? SPACE NINE 


Star Trek: Deep Space Nine. 
Season 3 Broadcast Schedule. 








Date = Date of satellite uplink. 
Episode List- 


Date ProdNum Title 

30/12/95 83 483 Homefront [Pt1 of 2} 

06/01/96 84 484 Paradise Lost [Pt 2 of 2] 

27/01/96 85 485 Crossfire 

03/02/96 86 4486 Return to Grace 

10/02/96 87 487 The Sons of Mogh 

17/02/96 88 488 The Bar Association 

24/02/96 89 489 Accession (was: The 
Other Emissary) 





EPISODE SPOILERS 


483 - Homefront. Directed by David 
Livingston; Written by Ira Steven Behr & 
Robert Hewitt Wolfe. Guest Stars - Robert 
Foxworth as Leyton, Herschel Sparber as 
Jaresh-Inyo, Susan Gibney as Benteen, Aron 
Eisenberg as Nog and Brock Peters as Joseph 
Sisko. 

Evidence that Changelings are targeting 
Earth sends Sisko back to his home planet, 
where he and Odo must prevent - or prepare 
for - war with the Dominion. 


484 - Paradise Lost. Directed by Reza Badiyi; 
Teleplay by Ira Steven Behr & Robert Hewitt 
Wolfe. Story by Ronald D. Moore. Guest 
Stars - Robert Foxworth as Leyton, Herschel 
Sparber as Jaresh-Inyo, Susan Gibney as 


Benteen, Aron Eisenberg as Nog, David 
Drew Gallagher as Riley Shepard, Mina 
Badie as Security Officer, Rudolph Willrich 
as Academy Conunandant. 

Preparing Earth for war with the Dominion, 
Sisko and Odo discover evidence of a 
Starfleet plot to seize control of the planet 
from the Federation. 


485 - Crossfire. Directed by Les Landau; 
Written by Rebe Echevarria. Guest Stars - 
Duncan Regehr as Shakaar, Bruce Wright as 
Sarish. 

Odo's hidden feelings for Kira interfere with 
his duty to protect the Bajoran First Minister - 
who also happens to be attracted to her. 


486 - Return to Grace. Directed by Jonathan 
West; *Teleplay by Hans Beimler; *Story by 
Tom Benko. Guest Stars: Mare Alaimo as 
Dukat; Cyia Batten as [Tora] Ziyal; Casey 
Biggs as Damar. 

A demoted Dukat enlists Kira's aid in 
regaining his former status in the Cardassian 
Empire. 


487 The Sons of Mogh - Directed by David 
Livingston; Written by Ronald D. Moore. 
Special Guest Star Tony Todd as Kurn, Guest 
Star Robert Doqui as Noggra. 

Cast out of Klingon society because of 
Worf's dishonor, his outcast brother asks 
Worf to kill him. 


¢ DS9 Award - Star Trek: Deep Space Nine 
Harbinger, New Media's kids’ titles, has been 
named among the year's best software by 
Disney Adventures, PC Magazine and C/Net 
Online. 


* DS9's season premiere, Way of the Warrior, 
was dedicated to Greg Duffy Long who was 
an assistant (at various times) to Rene 
Echevarria and Robert Hewitt Wolfe. Greg 
died of complications from AIDS. Ron Smith 
was Avery Brooks’ hairdresser. His death 
was not AIDS-related. 


¢ Rumour has it that Kira will become a 
mommy! She will adopt Gul Dukat's half 
Bajaron/half-Cardassian daughter Ziyal in 
the episode entitled “Return to Grace”. 
Supposedly, things didn't go well with Dukat 
bringing Ziyal to Cardassia, so he had to take 


her to DS9. 


¢ According to Garrett Wang at a convention 
there is a scene in the DS9 episode “Our Man 
Bashir" in which Bashir and Kira are walking 
arm in arm into a grand ballroom. Look 
closely, and you might catch a glimpse of 
Garrett Wang and Ethan Phillips walking 
right behind them, then when the camera 
gets a tight shot, they quickly turn away and 
walk in another direction. Garrett said that 
the director left the scene in the final cut. He 
said that they (Voyager) were filming late 
and both he and Ethan wanted to goof off on 
the DS9 set. 


*Ron D Moore - compiled from some 
messages Ron posted. 

Kira's new uniform was NOT an effort to 
add sex appeal by some nefarious Viacom- 
types. The truth is that the actress herself 
asked for a costume change because the old 
one was uncomfortable and restricted her 
movement and performance. 


Nana's version of this and mine are 
probably not as far apart as it may sound. 
Nana definitely was complaining about her 
costume and how it constricted her 
performance in a meeting with the show's 
producers. It was this conversation which 
led directly to the new costume. Now, 
mavbe in her mind she doesn't consider this 
her ‘asking’ for the change, but we certainly 
did. And in any case, it was this meeting, not 
a Viacom/Paramount cabal which caused 
there to be a wardrobe change. 


Yes, we probably would change all the 
Bajoran costumes if we had the cash. (Nota 
definitive yes, because we knew it wasn't a 
possibility.) I am very puzzled by this 
“pabefied Kira" thing. We gave her a (better) 
costume and monkeyed with her hair and 
makeup a little. She's still the same kick-ass 
first and ask questions later Kira we've seen 
for over three years. We hung Picard naked 
in a Cardassian torture room and no one 
thought we were pushing him as some kind 
of S&M poster boy. We're not out to destroy 
the characters and we wouldn't let anyone 
else do it either. I think Kira's costume looks 
great and that her whole look is great this 
year. ‘Nuff said. 


Something to keep in mind as you watch 
the season — the writing staff makes a 
concerted effort to spread out the episodes 
evenly throughout the year regarding “Kira 
shows" “Odo shows" etc. We try very hard to 
give everyone their due before the season is 
aver. Sometimes you have a run of Quark 
shows or something, but we are aware of the 
importance of each character and if we short 
someone one year, we try to make it up the 
next year. 

Worf's introduction has been a dicey 
proposition because so many people thought 
DS9 was going to turn into Worf Trek. As 
you can see, that hasn't happened and we're 
spreading out his shows as well throughout 
the year. So far, we've been very pleased at 
how well he’s fit into our cast and series and I 
think he's been a real plus. (Besides, if] can’t 
make someone yell “Qapla!" and swing a 
bat'leth occasionally, I get itchy.) 


* Interviewed in “The BluePrinter,” Mike 
Okuda noted that some of the many Klingon 
ships in “Way of the Warrior” were 
assembled ERTL model kits. 


3 TAR: EREIK8 


* From the November 20, 1995 issue of the 
Hollywood Reporter: 

Sources confirmed that Patrick Stewart 
has closed a deal to appear in another-filmin 
the series (Star Trek]. Stewart, who has been 
tiding the wave of some of the best reviews 
of his career for his Broadway performance 
as Prospero in Shakespeare's ‘The Tempest,” 
will receive some $5 million for the “Trek 
role. 

Brent Spiner, who plays Data in the 
series, is in negotiations to appear in the film. 

No details on the story line were 
available, but sources close to several of the 
actors involved said the film has tentatively 
been titled “Star Trek: Resurrection’ and is 
scheduled to start filming in late March or 
early April, with a Thanksgiving 1996 release 
date.The film has been scripted by Ronald 
Moore and Brannon Braga, who wrote Star 
Trek Generations. 


«In the Dec/Jan issue of “Star Trek 
Communicator", both Rick Berman and 
Jonathan Frakes commented on_ the 


upcoming Star Trek: Resurrection. 

The Borg will be the major threat in the 
new movie. 

Rick Berman told the magazine that they 
are, however, not the only villain in the 
movie. Apparently, there will be a second 
enemy for the crew of the Enterprise-E, an 
enemy whose identity is as yet undisclosed. 

Three guest stars will join all members of 
the TNG cast, including Michael Dorm as Lt. 
Cmdr Worf. Of the three, two will be women 
~ one of whom will provide a love interest 
for Capt. Picard. Once again, it is unknown 
whether the second villain will be a man or 


. MISC 


« Jimmy Doohan and George Takei appeared 
at the launch of the Sci-Fi Channel in the UK 
in November. The channel is available on 
cable and satellite but unfortunately for 
satellite viewers they only get a very 
restricted version. 


«A while ago the cast and crew of Deep 
Space Nine played off in a friendly baseball 
game against the cast and crew of Babylon 5 
for FUN. The Babylon 5 team won easily. 
The DS9 team consisted of Marc Aliamo, Max 
Grodenchik, Aron Eisenberg and_ the 
production crew. 

On Saturday 18 November 1995, BS had 
the pleasure of playing the team from 
ST:Voyager. It was a lovely day for the game 
and this time Voyager won. The cast 
members playing for Voyager were Picardo 
(Holodoc,) and Beltran (Chakotay). 


* The newly released audiotape “The Silver 
Lining" features readings by Bill Shatner, 
Patrick Stewart, Leonard Nimoy and 20 other 
major film and stage stars (Kirk Douglas, 
Jeremy Irons, Gary Oldman, Christopher Lee, 
etc) all for children’s charities (Hole in the 
Wall Camp, St. Jude's). William Shatner 
reads D.H. Lawrence's "Whales Weep Not!", 
Patrick Stewart recites John Keats’ "Sonnet To 
Sleep”, and Leonard Nimoy reads self-penned 
poem, “Will I Think Of You." Profits will go 
to Paul Newman's Wall Camp for terminally 
ill children. $19.95 ($4.50 s&h) Contact BMP, 
Ltd., Suite 201k, 1440 Whalley Avenue, New 
Haven, CT 06515 USA. Or go to: 
www. interpublish.com/bmpmusic/ 


100% of the profits from sales go to charity. 


*Two DS9ers are appearing on new CD- 
ROM games: Terry Farrell in “Treasure 
Quest" and Michael Dorn in “Mission 
Critical" 


¢ Star Trek: The Experience is coming to Las 
Vegas. Reuter/Variety 30/11/95 

This a a $50 million investment in a joint 
venture between Paramount Parks and the 
Las Vegas Hilton. 

The "Experience" will be built in a special 
frontage of the Hilton Hotel's North Tower — 
adjacent to the lobby and a new casino. The 
22-minute-long attraction will “beam” 
visitors into the 24th century, onto the 
starship Enterprise, creating “a living 
experience in Deep Space Nine." 

There's a motion simulator, post-show 
promenade with interactive videos, virtual 
reality stations -- and, of course, merchandise 
stops, restaurant and an exit toward the 
casino. 

Will actors from the series and/or movies 
be involved vocally or visually? Darley says, 
“Paramount is now negotiating with (actors) 
for ‘The Next Generation’ and it depends how 
those negotiations go.” 

However, "Star Trek: TNG" exec producer 
Rick Berman, plus its writers and production 
designer Herman Zimmerman, are 
developing **The Experience's" storyline and 


settings — which can change through the 
years. 
- Landmark Entertainment Co. is 


producing the show's components. Ducats 
will be "under $10" and 1,200 people can 
experience each “beaming.” At that rate, how 
long will it take to recoup the $50 million 
investment? They aren't worried — there are 
more than 1 million "registered" Trekkers. 

Groundbreaking's Jan. 24, and opening's 
scheduled for March 1997. 


* Due to an ongoing business dispute with 
Paramount, Decipher (creators of the TNG 
Collectible Card Game) president Warren 
Holland issued a statement that Decipher 
would no longer be doing business with 
Paramount once Decipher's rights to the 
TNG CCG expire in 1997. 

Among the disputes cited were delays by 
Paramount in approving the release of new 


CCG items, and Paramount's issuing a 
licence to Skybox for an Original Series CCG. 


Skybox issued a response to the various 
allegations by TNG CCG manufacturer 
Decipher. Skybox noted that Decipher's 
license was based on a “carve out" of 
Skybox's Star Trek trading card license in the 
first place, and that there was no such thing 
as an “informal understanding" that Decipher 
would receive future licenses to non-TNG 
CCG products. Skybox also officially 
confirmed that they had a license to produce 
a TOS CCG game, which would be on the 
market in 1996. 


¢ Big Entertainment, parent company of 
Tekno Comix, has announced an agreement 
to offer novels based on some of its comic 
book series, including Leonard Nimoy’s 
Primortals and Gene Roddenberry's Xander.. 


¢ Obsessive “Trekkies" on another planet- 
survey. At least one in 10 fans of the cult 
science fiction series Star Trek is a 
maladjusted figure whose addiction is 
obsessive, researchers said Wednesday. 

“Trekkies" questioned at two British 
conventions revealed they dream about its 
characters, argue about the plots and spend 
up to $6,000 a year on Star Trek 
memorabilia. 

Some showed irritability and withdrawal 
symptoms “when insufficient Star Trek 
activities are encountered,” sociologists from 
the University of Northumbria found. 

Obsessive addicts felt they were boldly 
going where few had gone before but 
researchers feared many took Captain Kirk's 
instruction of “Beam Me Up Scotty” too 
literally and suggested they were on a 
different planet. Reuter/Variety 


¢ GENEVA - Physicists have created the first 
atoms of antimatter, giving scientists a 
glimpse of what they say could be a 
“completely new anti-world." 

The breakthrough was announced 
recently after months of careful checking of 
data. Physicists say it is possible that the 
universe could contain stars and planets 
made entirely of antimatter — objects that up 
to now scientists could only imagine. 

The antimatter atoms were produced last 


September at the European Laboratory for 
Particle Physics (CERN) in Switzerland by 
Professor Walter Oelert and his team from 
Erlangen-Nuremberg University in 
Germany. 

Ordinarv atoms are made of a number of 
electron particles in orbit araund a nucleus. 
Antimatter atoms have the same _ basic 
structure, but are made up of antiparticles. 
Every sub-atomic particle is known to have a 
corresponding antiparticle. 

Scientists say the fascinating quality of 
antimatter is that when it meets matter - the 
substance that all things on earth are made of 
- the two substances instantly annihilate each 
other, releasing a burst of energy. 

In the experiments, the antimatter atoms 
remained in existence for just 40 billionths of 
a second before annihilation. 

The next step for Oelert and his team is to 
compare the atoms of antimatter with 
ordinary atoms. 

According to current scientific theories, 
they should be exactly the same. If not, then 
scientists’ understanding of the universe will 
be turned on its head. 


* Dragon Systems is developing a voice- 
recognition system that can convert spoken 
Klingon into text. 


*The Klingon bridge set from Star Trek: 
Generations is one part of a new Academy of 
Motion Picture Arts & Sciences exhibit 
running January 12th to March 17th. Props 
and video clips also make up part of the 
show. Other sets on display are from "The 
Flintstones," “The Mask," “Adaam's Family 
Values," and “Natural Born Killers. 

[Variety] 

* Cadie Nominations - The Codie (the 
Excellence in Software awards from the 
Software Publishers Association) 
nominations for this year were announced on 
January 4th. Among them are the Star Trek 
Omunipedia (up for Best Consumer Software 
Program), Paramount's Star Trek: Voyager 
WWW site (for Best World Wide Web site), 
and Leonard Nimoy in “Science Fiction--The 
Gold Collection Volume 1" (Best Use of Live 
Performers in Multimedia). The awards are 
scheduled to be presented on March 4th. 
(PRNewswire) 
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ON LINE 


* Paramount Digital Entertainment is 
preparing to launch a new online service for 
Star Trek fans. This new area, located on the 
Microsoft Network, will feature information 
from throughout the Star Trek universe. 

Within the service you'll findinformation 
on all the Star Trek television series and 
motion pictures, including: 


-Interactive multimedia content _ that 
immerses subscribers in the Star Trek 
experience. 


- Online chat sessions between subscribers 
and Star Trek talent 

- Forums within which fans can gather and 
interact. 

- Historical information on __ episodes, 
characters, actors, aliens, technology and 
other exciting material, 

- Advance information on television shows, 
motion pictures and books. 

They're exploring future possibilities that 
include 3D_ navigable spaces, online 
multiplayer gaming, full-motion video clips, 
animation, live interviews, online shopping, 
and a "Starfleet Academy” where fans can 
earn rank and access to exclusive content 
areas. 

You will require a MSN account to access 
the site. This is currently only available to 
PC users. 


* Edition 3 of the Bajoran Encyclopaedia is 
now available on the World Wide Web in the 
Bajoran Archive section of the popular 
University of Warwick web site - 
http://www.csv.warwick.ac.uk/“suaap / 

This latest release contains information 
from the entire of Season Three of Star Trek : 
Deep Space Nine. It also corrects a number of 
mistakes in the previous release and 
elaborates to a greater extent on many of the 
topics. 

As always the Encyclopaedia is a free 
resource for the benefit of Star Trek 


enthusiasts around the world. All the 
information is canon from the actual 
televised episodes, 


The Encyclopaedia is maintained by the 
Shakaar Society. 


« WWW Pages 
A new web site dedicated to Star Trek art by 
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fans. View original images rendered from 
TNG, TOS, DS9, and Voyager. Many of the 
artists are from AOL! 

http:// www.athenet.net/“denij/ 
trekartindex.html 


Gates McFadden Home Page 
http:// www.agsm.unsw.edu.au/“gunther/ 
gates/ 


Kira Home Page 
http://rainbow.rmii.com/~blanche/DS9/ 
kira.-html] 


The Terry Farrell Internet Fan Club 
http://underground.net/“koganuts/TFIFC/ 
index.html 


Gates McFadden web site 
http:/ / www.pbs.port.ac.uk/“sis4381/ 
beverly.html 


Elim Garak Homepage 
http://www.kulak.ac.be/student/wina/ 
derudder/Garak 





* Fan Mail - Try actors’ clubs first, especially 
with gifts! Mail sent to Paramount may not 
reach addressee. When writing to an actor 





The Nitpicker's Guild now has a WWW 
presence. Nitpicker Central home Page is 
http:/ /www.woodtech.com/“nitcentral 

The page has the text of Nitpickers Guild 
newsletters, and answers to frequently asked 
questions. 


Spock's Pages 
http://OurWorld.CompuServe.Com/ 
HomePages/Gentiaanstraat226 


In the Net there is a station for chatting about 
ST; unfortunately there is hardly anyone 
there, and I find it kind of sad. If anyone is 
interested, the address is  http:// 
www.irsociety.cpm/cgi-bin/ 

webchat_doorway.cgi?Room=rec.arts.startre- 
k It's a lot of fun and another wav to get to 
know Trekkers all over the world. [ guess it's 
also addictive! - Vered Gilad 


(Sources of information include Ruben Macias, 
Engage & Dateline Starflect, rec.arts.startrek. 
currentfinfo/fandom.] & 


Cast & Cre 
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Grace Lee Whitney, POB 69, Coarsegold, CA 
93614, USA. 
Robert Justman, POB 491008, Los Angeles, 








always enclose a self-addressed envelope and 
an International Reply Coupon (available at 
main Post Offices). 

Send TNG/DS9 mail to Paramount Pictures, 
5555 Melrose Avenue, Los Angeles CA 
90038, USA. 

Send Classic/Movie Mail c/o Lincoln 
Enterprises, 14710 Arminta Street, Panorama 
City, CA 91402-5904, USA 

Exceptions: 

Majel_Barrett-Roddenberry, POB 691370, 
West Hollywood, CA 90069, USA. Majel will 
autograph a photo if you send one, or she can 
supply an autographed photo for $5 plus 
SAE and postage. (UK 3 IRCs) Please say 
whether you want Chapel or Lwaxana. 
Nichelle Nichols, c/o Jim Meechan, AR-WAY 
Prod., 22647 Ventura Bl, #121, Woodland 
Hills, CA 91364, USA. 





CA 90049-9008, USA 


* Kirstie Alley received a star on the 
Hollywood Walk of Fame. 


e Majel Barrett Roddenberry and Sonni 
Cooper, author of "Black Fire", an early book 
in the Star Trek series, have established a 
scholarship to honor Gene Roddenberry at 
Califomia State University, Long Beach, 
College of Engineering. 


Majel Barrett on Babylon 5 - On November 
2nd, Majel Barrett-Roddenberry completed 
shooting on an episode of BABYLON 5 
entitled "Point of No Return," which will air 
mid-February, allowing for full post 
production work. This came about as the 
result of several conversations with Majel 


and her representatives, and many kind, 
wonderful things she has said about our 
show at such conventions as Toronto Trek 
and Wolf 359, describing B5 as “the only 
other intelligent SF on television right now." 

She is aware of the schism that exists 
between some fans of either the ST universe 
or the BS universe, and shares with me the 
belief that it's unnecessary. Wanting to show 
her support for what we're doing with 
BABYLON 5, she undertook this role, that of 
the Lady Morella, third wife of the late 
Emperor Turhan of the Centauri Republic: a 
prophetess and seer. 

Everyone had a great deal of fun on the 
set, particularly Majel working with Peter 
Jurasik (Ambassador Londo Mollari). The 
role is one that is very different from what 
she has portrayed in the past, and she dida 
fine job; it's a part that fans should find most 
interesting. A great time was had by all, 
Majel was gifted with caps and BS t-shirts, 
and with her costume, made especially for 
her. I think it was, overall, a case of all sides 
charming the hell out of one another... 

J. Michael Straczynski, 
Executive Producer, BABYLON 5 


* Avery Brooks was On stage at the Longacre 
Theatre in New York City doing “Paul 
Robeson: A Play With Music" between 
December 18 and 31. 


*James Doohan stars in Through Dead 
Eyes. This exciting horror/murder mystery is 
about an unsolved string of murders and a 
psvchic who can see how and when people 
will die. The special limited edition of this 
tape will contain extra and behind-the-scenes 
footage not available in the general release 
version. It will be in video and comic stores 
in the US mid-February for sale and rental! 


* Aron Eisenberg has announced his 
engagement to Jessica Leal. The couple are 
planning an August 1996 wedding. Aron 
proposed to Jessica in a rather unique way. 
At the back of the comic book which he had 
recently completed writing, in the last line of 
the interview, Aron took the opportunity to 
ask, “Jessica, will you marry me?" 


* Jonathan Frakes will host anew UPN one- 


hour reality series tentatively _ titled 
“Borderline.” The new paranormal show will 
debut March 12. 


¢ Whoopi Goldberg - It was announced that 
Whoopi Goldberg will ‘host the next Oscar 
awards. 


Whoopi Goldberg testified at a Senate 
hearing in December about proposed federal 
aid cuts in the Republican budget proposals. 


Whoopi filed for divorce in October from her 
husband of one year, Lyle Trachtenberg. 


¢ Walter Koenig will reprise his role of 
Bester shortly. Bester comes to Babylon 5 to 
trace down the suppliers of a dangerous drug 
called Dust, which enhances the telepathic 
gene and allows a person to invade the mind 
of another and experience their entire life ina 
matter of minutes. 


* Nichelle Nichols co-stars as the mystical 
rebel Sagan in "The Adventure of Captain 
Zoom In Outer Space, “ a syndicated sci-fi TV 
movie. The film is: part of the MCA-TV's 
Action Pack. 


Nichelle has released her first novel, Saturn's 
Child. This is an SF novel about an 
intergalactic heroine. 


¢ William Shatner is delving into his Jewish 
heritage. Standing on a cliff overlooking the 
Western Wall, Judaism's holiest site, the "Star 
Trek" actor said Friday: “I am here to absorb 
Jerusalem and Israel and take a look at my 
heritage.’ From the San Jose Mercury News 
9 December 1995 


William Shatner appears on the cover of the 
December 1995 issue of Tinnitus Today, the 
official journal of the American Tinnitus 
Association (P.O. Box 5, Portland, OR 97207- 
0005, +1 503 248-9985). An article on p.7 
states that Shatner has joined the ATA as an 
Honorary Director, and that he has produced 
a series of video Public Service 
Announcements. Shatner says, "For many 
years, [ have had a ringing in my ears...What 
vou and I suffer from, no one without 
tinnitus can truly understand." 


William Shatner's video Star Trek Memories 
is coming: in February from Paramount 
Home Video He hosts a behind the scenes 
look at Star Trek. It'll be $14.95 in the US 


Varese Sarabande Records have rereleased 
Shatner's 1968 album “The Transformed 
Man" which includes Shatner's inimitable 
cover of the Beatles classic "Lucy in the Sky 
With Diamonds"; and Ninioy's “Mr. Spock's 
Music From Outer Space," which features 
various “Trek"-themed songs. Both compact 
disc are available at music stores in the States 
for $13. 


« Marina Sirtis - Hartford Stage Company 
will be presenting a production of Joe Orton's 
play “Loot”, from February 10 - March 16, 
starring Marina Sirtis . 


* Brent Spiner has finished shooting his 
supporting role as the scientist Dr. Okin in 
the alien invasion flick "Independence Day”. 
Directed by Roland Emmerich, (StarGate 
1994), the film will be released in the 
summer. 


* Patrick Stewart - Patrick was due to return 
to California in January to start work on an 
independent film production called “Safe 
House", a psychological thriller, in which he 
plays a manin the first stages of Alzheimer's 
Disease. 

In the demanding role, Patrick will 
portray Mace Sowell, an ex-defense 
intelligence operative whose past of 
government activity catches up with him, as 
he faces his own mortality... the result of 
Alzheimer's disease. Holding the electronic 
key to secret information which implicates a 
presidential front-runner, Mace struggles for 
his life while battling the debilitating effects 
of the disease. 


Patrick Stewart has been nominated for a 


Grammy for his recording of "Peter & The 
Wolf’. 


Patrick's film "Jeffrey", in which he plays a 
gay interior designer, was due out on video 
in the US last December, and his latest 
cinematic release, a romantic comedy called 
“Let It Be Me" should be out in the US early 
in this year. 
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Patrick Stewart is to appear in a future 
episode of "Sesame Street." He will be 
talking about the letter 'B' and the number ‘1’. 
For the letter 'B' he appears in a scene 
holding a large Styrofoam bee, exclaiming, 
"A bee, or NOT a bee? That is the question.” 
He then lampoons his role as Next 
Generation’s Captain Picard by inspecting a 
row of numerals, of which the 1 is slumped 
over and refuses to heed suggestions that it 
stand up straight. Stewart shouts, "Make it 
so, Number One!" and the recalcitrant 
numeral leaps back into place. 


Patrick Stewart has endowed a scholarship to 
Amnesty International USA (AIUSA). The 
generous donation ensures the continuation 
of an impressive program that allows college 
students to work in the field of human rights. 

"I am proud to be associated in this way 
with Amnesty International. It is very 
important to encourage these young people 
who are so passionate about human rights. 
They are the individuals who will carry the 
light of freedom into the next millennium,” 
said Patrick Stewart. 

Mr. Stewart has long been active in the 
human rights movement. He is a member of 
Amnesty International USA's Leadership 
Council. 


* George Takei is getting ready for his latest 
role. He was appointed to the U.S. Japan 
Friendship Commission by President Clinton 
last month and already, he says, his house is 
awash in thick government envelopes full of 
materials to study before his first commission 
meeting in Washington in April. 


George will be appearing on Peter David's 
and Bill Mumy's new sci-fi series for 
Nickelodeon, "Space Cases". The episode is 
scheduled to be the last one of the first 13 


* shot. 


¢« Nana Visitor - On October 28, Nana Visitor 
received the Best Supporting Actress in a 
Genre Television Series honor from the Sci-Fi 
Universe Readers’ Choice Universe awards. 


{Sources of information include P.S.A.S., High Trek, 
recaarts.startrek. current/infoffandan, Compuserve 
SF Media Forum, Warp 10, Engage & Dateline 


Starfleet] & 
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compiled by Janet Quarton 


* UPCOMING BOOK RELEASES 


Feb ST:DS9 14 The Long Night by Smith/ 
Rusch 

ST:VGR 6 The Murdered Sun by 
Christie Golden; Minstrel 

ST:DS9YA 7 Gypsy World by Ted 
Pedersen 

ST: The Ashes of Eden by William 
Shatner pbk 

TNG 39: Rogue 
Vornholt 

ST: The Return by William Shatner 
h/bk, audio. 

STV:7 Ghost of a Chance by McGraw/ 
Garland pbk 

DSN: Warped by K.W. Jeter pbk 

TNG: Starfleet Academy 10: Loyalties by 
Patricia Barnes Svarney pbk 


Mar 
Saucer 


by John 


Apr 


ST VOY #7 Ghost of A Chance by Mark A. 
Garland & Charles G. McGraw. 


Badly damaged by a close encounter with . 


a dwarf star, the Voyager discovers a world 
being torn apart by awesome volcanic 
stresses. The primitive inhabitants of 
Drendar Four face extinction unless the 
Voyager intervenes -- something the Prime 
Directive forbids. 


ST: TNG #39 Rogue Saucer by John Vornholt 

While its own saucer section is being 
repaired, the Enterprise tests a new 
experimental saucer. A dangerous test that 
puts Riker, Data and Worf in jeopardy turns 
downright serious when hostile forces seize 
control of it and turn it against the 
Enterprise. 


ST: The Return (Hardcover) by William 
Shatner. Released In February 

The Borg and the Romulan Empire forces 
in an unholy alliance against the United 
Federation of Planets and their ultimate 
weapon is none other than James T. Kirk, 
resurrected by the mysterious alien science to 
destroy the Borg’s most formidable enemy: 


Jean Luc Picard. 


ST:TNG Possession (Paperback) 
Dillard & Kathleen O'Malley. 

Bodiless entities brought a plague of 
violence and bloodshed to Vulcan until the 
entities were finally trapped inside special 
containers. Now during a_ galaxy-wide 
scientific year, the containers have opened 
and the crew of the Enterprise is at risk. 


by J.M. 


* VIDEO UPDATE 


DS9 season 4 episodes 


4.1 Way of the Warrior Feb. 26th 

4.2 Hippocratic Oath March 11 
The Visitor 

4.3 Indiscretions March 25th 
Rejoined 

4.4 Little Green Men April Ist 
Starship Down 


4.5 The Sword of Kahless April 22nd 
Our Man Bashir 


Star Trek Voyager Episodes 


2.1 Initiations Feb. 26th 
Non-Sequitur 

2.2 Parturition March 11th 
Persistence of Vision. 

2.3 Tattoo March 25th 
Cold Fire 

2.4 Maneuvers April ist 
Resistance 


¢ USS Enterprise Captain's Lamp. Franklin 
Mint Ltd, 1 South Quay Plaza, London E14 
9WS have brought outa lamp in the shape of 
the original Enterprise. Price £245 payable in 
10 instalments. 


* Omnipedia Upgrade News - The upgrade 
will be mailed to all registered users by 
StarPak sometime after the first of the year. 
Make registration inquiries to StarPak at 
1-800-910-0099. 

Update from Elizabeth J. Braswell, Associate 
Producer at Simon and Schuster 


We are working anxiously on it. Not only 
are we designing a number of new modules 
and improving the software, we are also 
fixing those content errors you fans were 
kind enough to point out to us. 

The new features will include: 

1, 3000 new entries! 

2. 750 new photos! 

3. A Windows 95 installer for the Omnipedia 
4. For the PC, a training application to 
improve voice recognition capabilities. 

5. User Topic Articles! Write your own article 
about anything Trek in any wordprocessor 
and add it to the articles already in the Topics 
Mode. Using HTML-style coding you can add 
hyperlinks to Encyclopedia entries. 

6. Print function. 

This Updated Engine will be available 
free to registered customers only (get those 
reg cards in, folks!). 

Also available at a very reasonable price 
to our registered customers are the Star Trek: 
The Next Generation and Deep Space Nine 
Episode Guides. These CDs will have all of 
the original trailers for TNG seasons 1-7 and 
DS9 seasons 1-3. You can watch them as 
stand-alone disks or use them with the 
original Omnipedia for research purposes. 

Overseas Delivery and _ Registration 
Confirmation - Updates will be shipped to 
you wherever you live, even the moon. 
Overseas may take longer, but they will get 
there. 

To find out if your reg card was received 
and registered, mail to S&SI@starpak.com. 
In the subject line, write: "Attention: Resa. 
RE: My reg card." 

If you have moved since the reg card was 
mailed, also write to the above site with your 
new address. 


¢Talk Trek Radio Show And William 
Shatner Connection Present ‘Live 
Performance On Video’. Join William 
Shatner, Leonard Nimoy, Deforest Kelley at 
The Star Trek 30th Anniversary Live 
Performance Creation Convention, 
Padadena, Ca, November 12, 1995 

30th Anniversary Video Tape, 74 min. 
Price: $24 per tape; P&H: USA and Europe 
$6 Australia and East 310. (US Dollars or 
International Funds only) Available in both 
NTSC and PAL. Portion of Proceeds will go 
to Charity. 
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Order From: William 
Connection, 7059 Atoll Avenue, 
Hollywood, CA 91605 USA 

Contact Joyce Mason via e-mail at 
100524.1471@compuserve.com 


Shatner 
North 


Planned release of merchandise in the US - 
hopefully it will also be available in the 
UK. 


*Model - Cutaway Enterprise 30th 
Anniversary Model Kit 

This plastic model kit celebrates the first 
thirty years of Star Trek and features some 
things unique to this ambitious mode] kit. 
The kit has the “inside“ exposed and has a 
few options on -how the modeller can 
construct it; the kit can be made witha highly 
detailed cutaway that the modeller can paint 
with as much detail as desired, or use a flat 
cutaway section and affix a detailed sticker to 
it. The kit is from StarWares. 


¢ The Star Trek Ken and Barbie Dolls will be 
released in 1996. Ken is dressed in the TOS 
command gold shirt with three stripes. Barbie 
is in the red engineering dress with ensign’s 
stripes; her hair is done in a style resembling 
Janice Rand's. Ken comes with a phaser, 
Barbie with a Tricorder. The set will cost 
roughly $75 and will probably NOT be 
available in most stores. The Barbie collectors 
are reserving these NOW for a spring release. 
It's quite likely they'll all be reserved before 
they hit the shelves; this has happened 
before. 


* A Star Trek Alarm clock will be out in 
March. This talking alarm clock features a 
digital LCD readout, time set, alarm, snooze 
button, anda demo feature. All of that on a 
diorama of the Enterprise D in space. The 
saucer section of the Enterprise detaches and 
makes sounds like a jump into Warp speed. 
The alarm has two options, it can speak in 
English and Klingon! and says “The 
Enterprise is under attack, wake up and DO 
something!" and the appropriate Klingon 
translation. 


* StarDate Calendar/Address Book for the 
Macintosh and Windows will be released in 
March. Now you can schedule at warp 
speed. The makers of After Dark and The 


Expresso Calendar and address book now 
bring you STARDATE: featuring a a variety 
of dynamic backgrounds seen in Next 
Generation. This stand-alone product based 
on the Expresso engine, packs all the 
Expresso's powerful features including 
Flashback to keep your information visible 
and accessible. Features eight stunning 
calendar backgrounds. 


¢ An authentic replica of the Voyager ship 
will be released in March. This replica 
features button-activated warp speed and 
photon torpedo system sounds and 
automatically pivoting engine nacelles. 
Includes a starfleet display stand and comes 
numbered in demo boxes. Made in China. 


* Klingon Book of Virtues (Trade Paperback) 
by Marc Okrand will be released in March. 
Proverbs and quotes from Star Trek's warrior 
race presented in both Klingon and English. 
Who can resist gems like "Four thousand 
throats mav be cut in one night by a running 
man." or “If it's in your way, knock it down.” 


MAGAZINES 


¢ ST OFFICIAL UK Fan Club Issue 8.02.04. 
Contains articles on Fred Bronson (writer), 
Aron Eisenberg, Armin Shimerman, Rene 
Auberjonois, DS9 An Uneasy Peace, Writing 
the Covers for CIC Videos plus news and 
reviews. 


*ST COMMUNICATOR 105 Dec 95/Jan 
96. This issue includes: News, ST Update; 
Interviews with Colm Meaney and Jonathan 
Frakes; articles on the episode Birthright, 
Visual FX, Patrick Stewart's video - From 
Here To Infinity, plus regular column by 
Richard Arnold. 
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¢ STARLOG January 1996. Includes 
articles on Rene Auberjonois and Dwight 
Schultz. 


* STARLOG 223 Februarv 1996. Includes an 
article on Walter Koenig. 


* STAR TREK VOYAGER No. 5 (Starlog) 
Contains articles on Sharon Lawrence 
(Amelia Earhart), Kate Mulgrew, Brannon 
Braga and episode reports on The 37's, 
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Initiations, 
Sequitur. 


Projections, Elogium, Non 


¢ TV ZONE 73 December 1995. Includes an 
interview with Tim Russ - Tuvok; a DS9 
poster which also lists the first 3 seasons 
episodes; a Voyager episode Guide - season 1 
episodes 13-16 and season 2 episodes 1-6. 


*TV ZONE 74 January 1996. Includes 
interviews with Patrick Stewart and Grace 
Lee Whitney. 


¢ TV ZONE 75 February 1996, Includes part 
1 of an interview with Garrett Wang anda 
Ath season episodes 1-9 guide. 


* ST:TNG POSTER BOOKS 

Issue 92 - Interview with Winrich Kolbe plus 
episode guides to 6th season and All Good 
Things Pt. 2. 

Issue 93 - (Final Issue) Interview with Patrick 
Stewart plus episode guides to 7th season 
and All Good Things Pt. 3. 


* STARBURST 208 Dec. 1995. Contains an 
article on the Star Trek Experience which will 
open in the Hilton Hotel in Las Vegas this 
year; an interview with Patti Yasutake who 
played nurse Ogawa in TNG. 


¢ STARBURST 209 Jan. 1996. Contains part 
1 of an interview with Ron Moore. 


* STARBURST YEARBOOK Special #26 
contains interviews with Brent Spiner and 
with Robert Duncan McNeill (Paris in 
Voyager) plus an article on the launch of the 
Sci-Fi Channel in Europe. 


* STAR TREK Monthly No. 10 Titan. This 
issue includes news, books, videos and 
merchandise; articles on DS9, ST Voyager, 
Rick Berman, George Takei, Majel Barrett, a 
look back at 1995 and a DS9 Comic Strip. 


¢ STAR TREK Monthly No. 11 Titan. This 
issue includes news, books, videos and 
merchandise; articles on DS9, ST Voyager, 
Jonathan Frakes, John de Lancie, William 
Campbell, the Star Trek Exhibition, Gods and 
Superbeings in Trek, Animated series episode 
guide anda DS9 Comic Strip. 


¢ CINEFANTASTIQUE January 1996 

This double issue has 56 pages on Voyager 
and 28 pages on DS9. It contains Voyager 
and DS9 season wrap-ups, short articles on 
all the Voyager, plus actors, interviews with 
producers, directors, and tech people etc. 
There are lots of photos. 


* VANITY FAIR magazine has a section 
devoted to recognizing a “Hall of Fame" of 
television. Under the listings, Dr. McCoy is 
one of the Best Doctors; Capt. Kirk is one of 
the Best Captains; and Mr. Spock is one of the 





We welcome your letters of comment and 
discussion for this section on _ the 
understanding that they may be edited for 
length or content at our discretion. 


Some pointers: When referring to anything 
in a previous n/] make it clear what you are 
talking about for those who do not have 
that newsletter. 

Keep your letters as short as possible - a 
maximum of 500-550 words. If you find 
this impossible consider whether you 
should be writing an article instead. As 
letters may be edited for length, if there is 
something you would prefer us not to cut 
please indicate this. 

We encourage active discussion, but please 
try to avoid negative and aggressive Jetters. 
If you make a request which requires 
members to write to you please give your 
address, 

Keep letters on a separate sheet from other 
submissions and put' for postbag'. 


You might find it useful to use the 
following smilie symbols occasionally to 
indicate that your comment is not to be 
taken too seriously. 


+) Basic smilie 
7) Winky smilie 
i-( Frowning smilie 
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Best Supernaturals. Unfortunately, they did 
not choose to honour Star Trek directly. 


* WHAT SATELLITE TV TREK SPECIAL 
Souvenir Issue price £2.95 had a complete 
episode guide to all series presently 
completed - all classic, animated, films, TNG, 
DS9 3 seasons and Voyager Ist season. 


* FINE SCALE MODELLER November 95 
has an article on Accurizing Ertl's original 
series Galileo shuttlecraft. Se 





Please read our letter on page 1. 


° Sheila Clark - Dundee 

To Allan Kelly - Re your comments on 
CT. Please remember that CT was filmed in 
the sixties, and reflects the attitudes of that 
era; in addition, it set the standard for 
everything that followed it. There would 
have been no spin-off series at all if there 
hadn't been devoted fans of CT who kept 
Trek alive during 10+ years of Paramount's 
neglect - and quite frankly, those series are 
the result of Paramount realising that there is 
money to be had from the fans, not from any 
feeling of loyalty to the fans. I suppose a lot 
depends on what you're looking for in a 
series; quite frankly I suspect that season 3 of 
DS9 is the last I'll watch. Obviously I'll give + 
a fair try, but I hate what they've done with 
the other side of the wormhole. The changes 
are especially marked - and heartbreaking - 
when you hear all of Bajor's hopes for the 
wormhole in the early episodes currently 
being shown on BBC2. 





To Ruth Borgars - Re Gene's view of the 
future and "a child growing up”. I liked DS9 
when it started. I no longer like it Gene's 
view of the future was optimistic. DS9 has 
become very pessimistic, and I don't think I'm 
staying in the nursery when I say that I don't 
think that'growing up’ necessarily entails the 


loss of optimism, hope, the spirit of co- 
operation and the deterioration of a peaceful 
universe into fear/hatred of the stranger and 
warfare. 


To Michael Flett - "We come in peace, 
shoot to kill", huh? The Founders had no 
reason to assume that people from the Alpha 
Quadrant were going to be hostile; they had 
simply got it into their - let's say awareness - 
that ‘solids’ would automatically be hostile... 
vet that being so, why did they send out the 
juvenile Odo (and a lot of others) with no 
knowledge of who they were, where they 
came from or anything about their species? 
Their preconception was such that they 
would surely expect the ‘explorers’ to be 
killed as soon as they were found - a better 
explanation would have been that those they 
sent out were criminals of some sort, 
probably political, sent out to be executed by 
the ‘solids’ who found them since “no 
changeling has ever harmed another". Of 
course, that makes nonsense of them wanting 
Odo to return to them... Why couldn't they 
have trusted Odo's judgement of the ‘solids’ 
he lived and worked with? It was 
presumably what he was sent out for, after 
all. 


To Jay Stevensen - Re merchandise being 
an insult to fans. You're forgetting, Star Trek 
fans are all children, and the merchandise is 
aimed at age group 8, whose parents will 
cheerfully fork out megabucks for toys for 
them! ;-) (I don’t know a smilie for sarcasm) 


To Liz Caldwell - I shared your initial 
misgivings about the Trill, and I definitely 
suspect that the writer of The Host had no 
hand in the subsequent development of 
Jadzia. Re the episode you mentioned, I've 
come to the conclusion that all the symbionts 
regard their hosts as ‘only a host’ to some 
extent; that they consider themselves, 
because they are long-lived enough to need 
several hosts (Jadzia is somewhere around 
No. 8 for Dax, after all), superior to their 
hosts, and regard their own survival as of 
major importance. They might regret the loss 
Of a particular host but as long as the new 
one is suitable to their needs and interests 
they will accept him/her. Odan was 
probably at the cold-blooded extreme who 
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had no feeling for the host at all, but I'd say 
that Dax, in the episode you quote, felt that 
his survival was paramount, but was 
probably happy to be returned to Jadzia. 


To James O Donovan - Re the Mirror 
Universe Saga and the Federation detecting 
cloaked ships. I wouldn't necessarily criticise 
that. The whole point about alternative 
universes is that things can happen in them 
that can't happen in ‘our’ universe. That's 
what makes them alternate universes. 


*K'batlh LoDnI' (AKA Martin Ford, 4 
Ramshaw Dr, Skipton, North Yorkshire, 
BD23_2QN) - on temporary command at 
Rura Penthe 

nuqneH, Terrans! This is the first time I 
have written to the newsletter - the first one I 
received on this desolate lump of rock was 
N/L 42. 














There are, it seems, many issues in 
debate, one hot potato being commander 
competence. There are comments on Sisko 
and Janeway especially. The Terran attitudes 
of their (your) senior staff seem disloyal to a 
point. Providing officers are competent in 
their duty, they demand obedience, as is their 
right. What more do you want from them? 


Does anyone know where Klingon 
uniforms or patterns for them can be 
secured? 


To Claire Finkel - N/L 42 P 37 - The 
Klingons’ love of war is Paramount 
propaganda. Yes, we are a warrior race, but 
we are also a people of a great culture and 
strict honour codes. We're not thesavages we 
are made out to bel!! War is sometimes 
unavoidable and you would see us as 
‘enjoying’ it, but you need to understand the 
deeper side of our culture to appreciate our 
feelings. War is not a be all and end all. 


Deep-fried tribbles are seriunnry! 


All comments, letters, etc are welcome at 
the above address, especially from Klingon 
brothers and sisters (Klingons hate train 
spotters!!!) I write in English as a Terran 
concession. Duj tlvoqtaH!!! (Remember, this 
letter is meant in good humour!) 


¢ Jenny Tumer_- 46 Chinnbrook Rd, 


Billesley, Birmingham B13 0LX 


[ must say I love Voyager. Janeway is a 
good Captain, even if she doesn't listen on 
occasions - we all do that sometimes. Please 
don't change her hair, I like it long and put 
up in a bun. She can have it down when off 
duty. (I think I might be biased about long 
hair, as mine is to my waist!) Voyager is 
becorning like the old Star Trek. NG was 
okay, but they were far too wooden (and 
Wesley Crusher got on my nerves). I love 
Tuvok (okay, I have a thing about Vulcan 
males with pointed ears!) I like the Doctor, 
especially when he says to Kes, "They forgot 
to turn me off, or turn me off when I'm in the 
middle of doing something important!" 


DS9 | don't watch; I can't stand it. Being 
on a Station limits the scope of stories. As fOr 
killing off some of the NG characters, why 
not? They have killed off characters in the 
original series. 


I do agree to a certain extent with Harlan 
- I used to be one of the fans who bought 
everything with “ST” on it; unfortunately I 
had to sell everything apart from a few 
books, as I am out of work. Now most of my 
money goes on my first love, horses. 


I think that space programmes are 
reaching saturation point, what with ST, 
Babylon 5, Earth 2, Space Precinct, X Files 
and the old series on Sky, Space 1999 etc. No- 
one really knows about reincarnation, ghosts, 
strange phenomena etc. I keep an open mind. 


I liked Generations though it could have 
been a lot better. I drooled over Kirk's horse 
in the film! 


I recently bought I Am Spock, but was 
surprised that the stills were in black and 
white. 


I love the new logo; I will definitely have 
a badge or two! 


Happy New Year to everyone. If you 
want to write to me, please do; I love writing 
and receiving letters. 
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*Jacqueline Y Comben - Rhosilli 


In'the 60s, when TV was in glorious black 
and white, among the drab programmes was 
occasionally some British SF which was not 
too bad. A For Andromeda springs to mind. 
Anything from the USA was uniformly 
awful. Any “alien from outer space” was 
certain to be a villain and frequently 
combined this with being a _ bug-eyed 
monster! 


Star Trek was a total ‘surprise! Suddenly 
we saw an American programme in which an 
alien was good, in fact in many ways better 
than most Humans. There was a black female 
officer on the bridge! There was a directive 
against interference with developing cultures 
- in an era when gunboat diplomacy still 
ruled! We were shown a future with hope; a 
future in which people with a lot of 
technology did not look down on those “less 
developed" and obliterate them; a future in 
which all on Earth had equal opportunity. 


Anyone born after 1960 cannot really 
appreciate the impact of Star Trek. If you 
watched it as a child, it helped to form your 
opinions, so you cannot know what it was 
like to see it pioneered in a world so at 
variance with all it stood for. To my 
generation its presence on TV was wonderful 
and almost incredible. It said what we 
wanted to say. It objected to the Viemam war 
and got away with it! If you dismiss CT as 
“boring”, that is because you cannot know 
what it was like to be an adult in 1969 when 
it burst upon British TV screens like a breath 
of fresh air. You may know that a certain 
famous American actress was inspired by it - 
because she saw a black woman officer 
entitled to give orders to white crew!!! That 
was totally uprecented! Trek caused a lot of 
women to become scientists because Uhura 
was seen fixing circuitry. In those days, in my 
professional society, there were precisely 
three women members. Can you really 
imagine what that was like? How many TV 
programmes influenced so many people for 
good? I can think of no others. 


To Alan Stephen - I wear uniform at 
Cons. It is fun, I think the clothes suit me and 
it helps new attendees to guess that the Reg. 
Desk has something to do with the con. 


Harlan would no doubt label me as “nuts”. I 
regard him in a similar light. 


To Edward Woo - Janeway and Hepburn 
both, I believe, have (had?) Connecticut 
accents. If the actress came from Georgia, 
would anyone complain that she sounded 
like Scarlet in Gone With the Wind? 


To James O Donovan - Kai Winn wanted 
credit without responsibility should things go 
wrong. If she had taken over at that point and 
the talks failed, the blame would have stuck 
to her, so she used emotional blackmail (one 
of her favourite ploys) to get the poor guy to 
kill himself to keep her reputation from any 
chance of a stain. I'd say she was totally in 
character, as I wanted, as usual, to wring her 
neck! When forced to appear to negotiate, she 
did not even try until she had Bareil s opinion 
on each point, and what could Sisko say? He 
was supposed to be a neutral observer, and 
could not chip in. 


To Gloria Fry - If asales room is properly 
air conditioned, there is no problem. I was 
smoking when in charge of the [DIC table at 
the one Con you mention as having a smoke- 
free atmosphere. The answer is to get 
committees to insist on decent air 
conditioning, or a number of tables will end 
up closed for long periods of time while the 
desperate stall-holders try to find somewhere 
they can smoke! 


*Jennifer Cobbing - London 

To Jill Searle - I found your letter 
interesting because I agree with all that you 
say about fandom and Trek these days. As an 
“old” fan myself, I think many of the old faces 
and names are no longer around because of 
the way CT has been pushed into the 
background and the frequent derision of their 
favourite pastime in newsletters and at 
conventions, For example, in his letter in 
NL43, Allan Kelly said, "CT is so dull and 
boring”. Yet the rest of his letter is full of 
constructive criticism for DS9 and Voyager. It 
is this kind of dismissive remark that 
separates the long-standing fans from the 
rookies, For some obscure reason I've alwavs 
been too polite to say what I feel about the 
spin-offs from CT but I reckon it's now my 
turn to say what I really think. Although I 
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have watched a lot of TNG episodes and 
several DS9, I can take or leave them both 
and don't bother watching them any more. I 
find them both lacking in original stories and 
most of the characterisations are poor, with 
second rate acting. On a positive note, thank 
you to Baerbel Schmidt for sayiang CT 
should be shown for those who like it. 


To Alberto Gorim - I disagree with you 
about Babylon 5. I find it is far superior to 
DS$9 in all aspects. 


To Michael Hill - I'm so glad you liked 
ST:V. It got a lot of criticism but was such a 
nice film to watch because it was just like 
reading a fanzine. 


To Stephen Shaw - You said in your con 
report on Wolf 359 - The Gathering that you 
did not recognise any faces from IDIC when 
you were there. Well, we saw you! Kay Stagg 
andI noticed you as we sat at the table in the 
dealers' room. As you passed we turned to 
each other and said, "That's Stephen Shaw, he 
writes in IDIC." Sorry we were so unsociable, 
we'll say hello next time. We had a really 
good con - we're hooked on B5 so that 
helped, of course. 


To Gloria Fry - The only complaints we 
had at Sasha's Hotel were the dreadful heat 
and lack of air in the hotel and staying in a 
room that didn't have a window! We had a 
skylight in our room, which didn't open, and 
thought we were hard done by until we 
discovered that some people didn't even have 
that. I had no idea that such hotel rooms 
existed. There were three of us sharing a 
room and we left the bathroom light on all 
night to make the room feel less 
claustrophobic. I'd be interested to hear what 
the Manager of the hotel says if he replies to 
your complaint. Apart from spending several 
hours of the weekend standing outside the 
hotel to cool down we had a great time, but 
then we didn’t have the hassles you had with 
finding a room. We also found the B5 guests 
really friendly and so patient when it came to 
autograph time. I think Ed Wasser and 
Dwight Schultz (at SOL TI) are the nicest 
guests we've ever come across. 


« Jean Perrin - Burton-on-Trent 

I have not seen every episode of Voyager 
yet as [ have to rely on videos, but I am 
already asking what kind of a Vulcan is 
Tuvok. If it wasn't for the pointed ears you 
wouldn't know he was supposed to be one. 
There’s no nerve pinch, no mind meld, no 
mention of pon farr, no “live long and 
prosper”, no hand V signs and no “Peace and 
long life". He seems to have nothing at all in 
common with Spock and Sarek except the 
ears, in fact, for a full Vulcan he seems to be 
more a Human with pointed ears than the 
half-Vulcan Spock ever was. I think this 
character needs some serious development in 
the next series if he is to be taken seriously as 
a Vulcan. 


So Siddig El Fadil has changed his name 
to Alexander Siddig. Which, if either, is his 
real name? [Ed - Siddig El Fadil] 


To John Steven Lupton - The world has 
gradually grown up like a child. Once tribe 
fought tribe like children squabbling, then 
nation fought nation and hopefully that is 
now behind us at least as far as the 
superpowers are concerned. We have now 
become European citizens. In a hundred 
years, we will be world citizens, then when 
we finally break out into space in a big way, 
the Terran language which goes will be 
English, not because you and I speak it but 
because it's the language the Americans use 
and they use it because our ancestors went 
where no-one had gone before and settled 
America - not bad for a little island with 
something like 1% of the world's population. 


To Jay Stevensen - | don't know about 
"Make it so” being American Naval speak, 
but I suspect it may be true. [ wondered for a 
long time about the "ready room”, but then I 
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also heard it used in an American Navy war * 


film. 


I read that Alexander is not transferring 
with Worf to Deep Space 9, which I think is a 
pity. Now that Jake has grown up so much, I 
think there is a niche to be filled. I also think 
it sets a bad example if it gives the 
impression that people can just abandon their 
children to relatives willing or otherwise if 
they find those children getting in the way of 


career moves. 


To Michael Hill - I think Kirk should have 
diedin McCoy's arms. Think of all the people 
McCoy has saved over the years and then not 
to be able to save his best friend - they could 
have written a scene from that that would 
have had all the handkerchiefs coming out. 


To anyone who cares - I like Sisko, but I 
get a bit fed up of him calling Dax "old man” 
when she clearly is neither. Curzon is dead, 
long live Jadzia. 


Star Trek is usually plausible, but every 
now and then it has a massive hiccup. This 
time it's Nog. Half a dozen episodes ago, Jake. 
was teaching him to read, now he’s heading 
for Starfleet Academy. Whatever happened 
to entrance examinations? 


To Edward Woo - Re Birthright I & I. I 
fail to see how any of the Klingon children 
could have returned to the home world. 
Despite coming up with a cock and bull story 
about being survivors in a crash, the 
Klingons are so up on family (Worf, son of 
Mogh), who are they going to pass off as 
their parents when questions are asked? 


* Gul Melset - Cardassian Embassy 
To Clare Finkel - In DSI so many 


Cardassians have been shown, ranging from 
friendly to cautious to downright vicious, 
obviously reflecting the same range of 
character traits as can be found among 
Humans, all these traits, of course, within 
Cardassian norms. This is not a matter of 
liking just one individual, as many like Gul 
Dukat or Garak, but of seeing the race as a 
group of individuals among whom there are 
many worthy of respect and consideration, 
but also some who can only be viewed with 
dislike. Due to my own experiences as an 
alien, I can imagine Gilora’s and Ulani's 
unease at being sent to Terek Nor. Not every 
Cardassian is a Gul Darhe’el or Jasad. No 
doubt camp commanders and guards are 
especially chosen, as it would be no use if 
they broke in the face of horrors as did 
Marritza. The same was done in Nazi 
Germany. No more than any of the Earth 
peoples can Cardassians be judged by only a 
few representatives. I would say that 


intelligence, aesthetics, sense of duty anda 
sense of loyalty are admirable traits, too, and 
that not only the negative aspects should be 
stressed as all too often seems to be the case. 


To Michael Flett - Our highly developed 
sense of duty irritates many Humans. 
Waiting impatiently for a shift to end is 
inconceivable, and we are expected to serve 
ta our full capacity. Not taking credit for 
success, but also trying to escape the 
consequences of failure, are alien to our 
minds. Gul Lemec knew the price he would 
have to pay, as did Dejar. Some of my 
Human associates maintain I should be more 
relaxed as to duties, but that is not our way, 
the same as absence for illness unless 
absolutely necessary. Adherence to duty may 
or may not be rewarded, however it 
invariably is respected. 


To Sarah Rooke - I am impatiently 
waiting for that time to come. To see 
someone trying to adapt another race's idea 
of "beauty" is depressing, perhaps even more 
so than racist comments as it shows a loss of 
self-esteem that has been instilled into this 
individual every bit as much as racism into 
the racist who thinks his idea is innate. 


To Leslie Moyes - Definitely not! I tried it 
once, but had to end the experiment. I only 
refuse to touch bird meat or reptile. 
Vegetarian dishes are acceptable for a longer 
time when I am with friends who have 
ethical or religious reasons for this diet. 


To Jill Clements - Captain Sisko serves no 
sinister purpose for us, we trust him as much 
as it is possible for us to trust a representative 
of the Federation. Replacing him could mean 
getting one who would not know our ways 
and methods of negotiation. Garak is still 
absolutely committed to his duties and would 
notify us at once of a change and the new 
commander's potential; however, we prefer 
the situation on DS9 as it presently is. 





¢ Jason Rorbach - Bucknall 

Hi, everybody. Firstly to Leslie Moyes - 
Improbable Cause/The Die is Cast was one 
of my favourite episodes as well, probably 
due to the Defiant’s smart weapon. 


Three cheers to David Gallagher. I could 
not have put your remarks any better. I'ma 
fan of CT, TNG, some DS9 and Voyager, and 
I constantly get told why one is rubbish. 
Some say none of the others have what CT 
had or DS9 is not Star Trek, etc. 


The reason { watch them is because they 
are different. TNG is a good example. How 
the Federation has evolved in TNG from CT 
is quite accurate over 70 years. | started 
watching TNG first and found it difficult to 
get into CT because the effects were not as 
good, so I watched though all the films and 
that bridged the gap; now I find the CT 
stories are just as good. If I get bored with life 
on a clean and tidy Starship, I watch the 
rough antics on DS9 and there is always 
Vovager if I want something new. My point 
is, they are all the same company, so there 
should not really be any rivalry. Whichever 
ones you're into, enjoy watching them and 
forget what other people think. 


Everybody's waiting for the Enterprise-E. 
Realistically, it should be Intrepid class. All 
through Star Trek, have they never brought 2 
new classes out? I am looking forward to a 
new class of Romulan, Klingon or Cardassian 
ship, which is due to the equal technology 
idea. 


To Bill McClure - The Next Generation 
Christmas poem was great, and very funny! 


To Allan Kelly - I think the reason 
everything was so dark on the Enterprise in 
Generations was to give the film a serious 
look, which did not work for me. I just turned 
the brightness up on my TV. 


Finally, to end - if Voyager wanted to find 
a quicker way home, why not head for the 
Gamma Quadrant which they are next to, 
then just go through the wormhole and end 
up back at DS9. They may bump into the 
Dominion, but the way they are heading is to 
Borg space, and that is not much better. Fora 
map of the quadrants, see ST Encyclopedia P 
266, 


¢ Baerbel Schmidt - Ashford, Kent 
T hope Siddig el Fadil hasn't changed his 
name to Alexancler Siddig in order to disguise 


his heritage. Perhaps it would have been 
easier for me to find work before I had my 
accident if I had an English name in this 
country, but I would never try to hide what 
and who I am. 


I am surprised that so many fans seem to 
be shocked about the idea of Michael Jackson 
being in the next movie. My attitude is, why 
not? He will only have a small part and he is 
certainly not a bad actor, judging from the 
video clips I have seen. I think this is an 
interesting advertising stunt andI am curious 
if Michael Jackson is even sponsoring some 
special effects! 


Having seen The Way of the Warrior, and 
the next two episodes, I was pleasantly 
surprised. My doubts. about Worf being in 
DS9 are gone and I think he can indeed 
enrich the series immensely. I think The Way 
of the Warrior is one of the best Star Trek 
episodes I have ever seen! My fiance even 
said that this episode is DS9's Best of Both 
Worlds; also the next two episodes are 
excellent. I hope that the season continues 
like this! I also hope that Keiko will not be 
killed as mentioned in the con report from 
Midcon 14. I am getting fed up with reading 
death rumours again and again! The next 
time I write to Paramount I will ask them to 
leave Keiko alone. 


To Sylvia Benson - No, I am glad that 
Tom Paris is not Nick Locarno. I think Nick 
went too far and couldn't be redeemed for 
what he did. I certainly would not accept 
Nick as a hero in Star Trek Voyager! 


« Antony Freelove - Berkhamsted, Herts 
After being a member of IDIC for quite a 


while now, I feel that I have to write my first 
letter, but sadly not a positive one :-) 


I feel especially compelled to write about 
Jill Searle's letter (N/L 43 P 21/22). It seems 
to me that you would just like all Star Trek 
series to be like CT. Why not have Kirk, 
Spock etc in all of them? You seem to think 
that all the series should be another CT clone 
but they are all individual different series. 
Just because CT was created first doesn't 
mean :that that is the. ‘proper’ Trek, and 
everything must be like it. DS9 and Voy are 


their own programmes and have their own 
identity and that identity can be anything. It 
doesn't have to be the same as CT. You said 
that if you take away the uniforms what is 
DS9 after all? It will still be Star Trek, its own 
Star Trek among four distinctly different 
series, but you seem slightly narrow-minded 
in thinking it must be like your role model 
classic Star Trek and not anything else. 


My second comment is also on the same 
lines. It amazes me the amount of snide 
remarks, pettiness and general back-stabbing 
is going on now in the Postbag. Last 
newsletter (and in previous ones) I've read 
numerous snide remarks which criticise 
another ST series in a bad sort of way. Such 
comments as "CT is dull and boring" are 
uncalled-for. All the way throughout the 
Postbag there are "CT is boring" letters, "DS9 
is not Star Trek" letters, “Babylon 5 is better 
than DS9" letters and now even "DS9 is a 
stolen idea” is popping up. What an unhappy 
bunch some of you are! Also the latest thing 
is "Gene wouldn't like this, Gene wouldn't 
like that". I don't wish to sound rude, but as 
Rhiannon said, "We don't know him so how 
can we know what he would think?” Gene 
might not be happy about some things in ST 
at the moment but lots of people keep saving 
"Gene wouldn't like this, Gene wouldn't like 
that" when they didn’t even know him. A lot 
of people use his name to express their 
opinions. I look back to my first newsletter 
(No 28) and there is no competition or 
degrading remarks, but just good discussion. 
So can I ask everyone, let's try to make 
newsletter 45's Postbag a good one; no 
comparing to B5, no comparing series or 
saying DS9 is better than TNG. Let's just have 
good discussions about other things. Why 
don't some readers start some new points of 
discussion about episodes or characters, etc. 
Just something new. 


I look forward to N/L 45 and hope some 
people agree with me. Live long and prosper, 
and lighten up! +) Life is too short to be 
miserable! 


* Kenneth Robert Beach - Skelmersdale 
This is my first letter, hopefully not my 
last. 


Why is ST merchandise so dear? 


Did anyone read the article on sci-fiin the 
Star, Monday 11th December, p 13 (right 
hand corner)? Too much makes people, 
especially Trekkers, suffer delusions! 


Why wait so long, till after Christmas, to 
bring out Generations the movie, though you 
can get itin the ST Movie package? [Sheila - 
Probably to catch the Christmas gift token 
market.] 


Anyone near this star system send a 
signal; natives noncoherent but friendly! 


«Sarah Rooke (just recently joined the 
Bajoran Alliance) 
Hi there again everyone, as Scully would 


say, ‘It's me! 


To John Steven Lupton - Hear, hear! I 
heartily concur! Your letter reminded me of 
the opening pages in Douglas Adams’ Hitch- 
hikers’ Guide to the Galaxy. Yes - why can't 
weallbe nice to each other for a change? 


Which brings me to time. Time is an 
energy of subtle frequencies. Time-lords do 
exist, but not as portrayed in Dr Who. If you 
don't believe me, may I refer you to Prof. 
Paul Davies’ The Cosmic Blueprint; to Time, 
The Ultimate Energy by Hope; and the work 
of the late Russian scientist Pulkovo Korvyzer, 
who met his end in one of Stalin's purges. 
Without time there would be no universe, 
and no you and me. It is the fifth and 
unifying force along with the four already 
established by science. 


And to Kirk in the nexus - I've been 
reading up on the New Science Paradigm of 
late, and have come across the wave/ particle 
theory. If 1 am correct in my understanding of 
this, it would appear that Kirk could indeed 
be still alive, but ‘moved on’ as it were, ie the 
principle of non-locality. This is where 
something can be affected by a local cause, in 
quantum physics it is when two particles 
interact and then separate at a great distance; 
in the world of matter each corresponding 
particle has a corresponding anti-particle 
(anti-matter) - when both collide they are 
annihilated, leaving only a discharge of 
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energy in the form of a gamma ray (Ie wave). 
I could be wrong, of course, but isn’t it 
comforting to know Kirk et al could still exist, 
albeit in a different dimension to ours? 


To those still getting stick for being a 
Trekker - I've a little saying I've gleaned from 
one wiser than myself. It goes, "I am a time 
traveller travelling in the 20th century; J am 
surrounded by mad, crazy, unhappy people 
who need my help and support. But I must 
also keep safe, well and happy to be able to 
do my own work and thing.” It always raises 
a smile with me, and makes me feel better. 


To Dave Gallagher - Of course you don't 
need a degree in astrophysics, etc, to 
understand the arguments et al in these 
pages. It's what makes Trek so special in 
bringing people together from all over, the 
principle of IDIC in its diversity is truly 
wonderful. Where else could you find such 
arguments, anyway? 


Great cartoons again - I loved the one of 
Riker at his console and the Bajoran 
wormhole closed by a plug. I also liked Neil 
Barrett's TOTP2 article and Baerbel Schmidt's 
on Kira and Bareil, which I found very 
moving (I very much agree with you). 


May the Old Ones be with you. 


¢ Adam J North, on the verge of pon farr - 
Norwich 

To Christopher Howell - Re your 
proposal for the Sth TV series (N/L 43 P 30). 
It is a nice idea, however I do not believe it 
would be Star Trek. Star Trek for me is about 
how Humans have evolved, overcome 
disagreements and weaknesses, and 
concentrate on exploring the universe. A 
series about Klingons would not continue 
this. Besides, I think Klingons have been 
done to death! 





Voyager is great - my favourite Trek. I 
wish people would stop comparing the 
characters, etc, to other Treks. Janeway is not 
Kirk and Tuvok is certainly not Spock! I have 
observed this phenomenon, that people seem 
to need to compare everything. People 
should look at each Trek, each character, as 
something new, which is exactly what it is! 


{ am glad to see that people are 
beginning to defend DS9. I agree that it 
started slow, but it has now become an 
excellent part of Trek. I ama lover of all Trek 
and I think it is sad when people feel the need 
to criticise something just because they do 
not like it. These people are sad! 


To Michael Hill - Great! Someone else 
actually liked STV: TFF! I thought I was a 
loner! One of my favourite funny bits - Kirk 
and Spock are in the turbolift, Kirk says, “I 
could use a shower". There is a long pause, 
then Spock looks and says, "Yes". It's not 
funny on paper, butin the film it's great! 


I'm still alone on Starbase 88 (Norwich 
sector). Is there anybody out there? 


The OSTFCUK is a rip off. I get more 
from one ST Monthly that I can from a whole 
year's membership of it. To Tim Gaskill - 
improvements are needed to your club. 


Does anyone know a good recipe for 
Plomeek soup? The replicators here made an 
adequate, but poor, imitation. 


Remember - no matter where you go, 
there you are. 


¢ Clement Chung - Ipswich 
Woy, it's nearly a year since the British 


premiere of STG. I still have cramp in my 
hand ever since shaking hands with the 
actors we regard as superstars. I made the 
mistake of visiting the HMV store before 
heading for the Empire cinema, Leicester 
Square. I was stupid to think that there 
wasn't going to be a lot of people two hours 
before the official arriving of the actors. Was I 
wrong!! There were more people there than 
the population of the Enterprise-D. I was 
fortunate to get a place at the front of the 
cinema. From the time I got there, the 
atmosphere was wonderful. Unlike any other 
premiere, everyone had something great in 
common - Star Trek. 


First there was Marina, then Shatner. 
After that the handshaking began. Patrick 
arrived with his family, and with a deafening 
chorus of, “Patrick, over here!" from the 
thouisands of fans beside and behind me, the 


man came over. It was a long wait until a 
limo with Brent, LeVar and Gates arrived 
with their partners. Now it was “Brent, over 
here, mate!" The greatest part was Gates 
stripping - well, her skirt, but vou never see 
her legs on TNG (except in Second Chance, in 
Ten Forward). 


I got a few good photos (20 out of 60 
taken). 
Suggestion - Star Trek: The WNext 
Generation - the Animated Series. How many 
Galaxy class Starships are left (after the 
Ulysses exploded in DS9)? 


Do you think there will for should be) 
Generations Extended Version or The 
Director's Cut videos out as lots of footage 
was cut due to time. Who wouldn't like to see 
Kirk skydiving or the alternative ending 
(Kirk shot in the back) etc? 


Look in to WH Smiths for signed copies 
of LN's TAm Spock. 


I prefer Kate (Captain Janeway) 
Mulgrew’s hair down than the ‘beehive’. 


I didn’t like DS9 at the beginning, but I 
am slowly getting into it in the 3rd season. 


¢ Kathleen Glancy - Edinburgh 
I'm sorry, Rhiannon, but I find the idea of 


Michael Jackson appearing in Trek of any 
kind ludicrous. Leaving aside his abilities as a 
singer and dancer and his personal life (I 
have a low opinion of both but it's not 
relevant), he cannot act. I've seen him try, in 
Captain EO at Disney World. He was 
pathetic. 


As for Gene Roddenberry - whatever else 
he might or might not have liked about the 
spin-offs, surely the man who fought hard, 
though in the end he lost, to have a female 
second-in-command in Classic Trek would 
have approved of Captain Janeway. 


Vered Gilad's passing remark about the 
Enterprise-D being insured conjured up 
interesting images, Does Kirk pay higher 
premiums because of his notorious tendency 
to ignore warnings from his Chief Engineer 


regarding the state of the engines and the 
laws of physics? Does Picard have to pay 
separately for the two parts of his ship? Sisko 
would be paying the equivalent of house, hot 
car, insurance - what effect will the rickety 
state of the ‘premises’ and their location in a 
dangerous area have? Janeway, until she got 
lost, would surely be paying lower premiums 
as women drivers are always recognised by 
insurers as being safer drivers than men. 


To Anne-Marie Flowers - You are very 
right in suggesting that if it becomes possible 
to detect the ‘gay gene’ before birth some 
parents will seek abortions. The gay activists 
are most concerned about that possibility. 
However, the present research only points to 
a possible genetic cause for male 
homosexuality, which would mean only half 
the ‘problem’ could be solved by aborting 
potential gays. Even if the research extended 
to females, I doubt very much whether the 
BMA and its equivalents in other civilised 
countries would ever accept that it would be 
ethical to abort a healthy baby from a healthy 
mother solely because of its future sexuality. 
After all, turn it around - suppose the parents 
are gay themselves and have agreed to 
conceive children by artificial insemination, 
the woman becomes pregnant with a healthy 
baby which does’! have the ‘gay gene’ and 
the parents want it aborted. They would be 
held up as monsters. 


Re Adam J/H North/Smith you 
probably managed the switch in surname, 
Sheila, because your mind drifted 
momentarily to Adam Smith, author of The 
Wealth of Nations. 


And finally I put my remarks on Shatner 
badly - I meant to say that he had not moved 
away from SF asa writer and director in the way 
Nimoy has. As an actor Shatner has of course 
played a wide variety of roles. 


¢ Pam Baddeley - Farnborough 
I agree with Alex Pidd that a lot of 


merchandising is pretty expensive, of poor 
quality and that there's too much of it. I also 
note the tendency to bring out umpteen 
permutations of the same thing, like models 
of the character in different uniforms and 
other costumes, different sets of 


micromachines including ‘silver plated 
collectors’ editions’ and the like. I don't see 
how anyone could keep up and not get fed 
up with it eventually. 


Has the programme, in its various guises, 
become a commercial for selling products? 
I'm still not convinced it was right to start 
Voyager so early in DS9's run and I have only 
the pilot of it to judge by, but I was not 
overly impressed. 


To Jay Stevensen - I didn’t renew the 
official club ‘cos it was only a mag and 
‘offers’; you could buy in the shops anyway. 
I'd originally hoped there might be special 
gems for members, eg ‘Making of...’ videos or 
whatever, but was disappointed with the 
reality. 


To Nigel Nixon - I'm puzzled. I thought I 
said birds are quite resilient to natural 
stresses, it's mishandling that upsets them. 
Whereas I've certainly lnown some dogs that 
are petrified of storms. On a starship, the 
birds' accommodation would have to be 
secure as things sometimes get thrown 
around. The only question is whether warp 
causes magnetic field distortions as some 
birds, eg pigeons, appear to have sensors in 
the brain sensitive to this and it might 
disorientate them. 


To Alan Stephen - Well, it was fairly 
typical Ellison hyperbole, but he's gota point 
about the rampant commercialism and 
‘write-by-numbers’ novels. And some fans do 
get over-immersed. 


To Carol Sterenberg - To get better at 
writing takes lots of practise and it's a 
continual process of improvement and trying 
more difficult things you haven't tried before 
(speaking as someone who wrote 4 novels for 
SeoTpress in the 80s and is now at work on 
my 4th non-ST, original, novel. Haven't had 
any accepted yet, though I had a success this 
year with a Dr Who short story in Decalog 2). 
The hardest thing is revision once you've 
done the first draft. 


To James O Donovan - I thought Kai 
Winn’s behaviour in Life Support was a 
cunning plan. She appeared so dependent on 


Bariel’s advice so that he was forced to 
sacrifice himself. She knew his sense of dut 
would force him to kill himself off for the 
good of Bajor. It's a cunningly disguised 
murder! 


Finally, I would add to Vered Gilad's 
article on children aboard starships, the point 
that children are more vulnerable to radiation 
hazards. The ship has been affected by 
radiation in the past and there's dialogue to 
the effect that they have so many minutes till 
a fatal dose is reached. Unless the 
measurements are based on levels of 
exposure tolerable to children, then the 
children would have suffered a fatal dose 
before this point is reached. I would agree 
with Vered that for this, and the reasons 
given in the article, it would be undesirable 
for children to be aboard and their parents 
would be in an impossible position every 
time an emergency occurred. I think a space 
station is a much more believable scenario as 
its nature makes it essential to place it in a 
safe and stable area of space, both physically 
and politically (DS9 is the exception, I think 
both because of the Bajoran/Cardassian 
ongoing hostility and the unforseen 
appearance of the wormhole. Other stations 
shouldbe in much more suitable areas). 


* Alan Stephen - Bridge of Don, Aberdeen 
To Dave Styles - Thank you! It's 


wonderful to discover that you have a sense 
of humour, which you seemed to be sadly 
lacking in our previous correspondence. I've 
lately grown a bit disillusioned with ST 
thanks to some fans who seem to take it a 
little too seriously. To find out you have an 
ironic sense of humour was terrific. I've been 
thinking about letting my subscription to 
IDIC fold, but thanks to your funny reply, 
and some personal letters, I've decided to 
stay. 


It's been rumoured that the 4th season 
will be the last season of DS9, which is a pity. 
This is a good show that's being squeezed by 
TNG at one end and Voyager at the other. 
Before broadcasting Voyager, Paramount 
should have given DS9 time on its own to 
gain a larger following. I for one will be sad 
to see it go, if the rumour is true. 


Voyager, after the best of all the pilots, is 
a badly written show - watch it and see how 
often the term ‘some kind of' is said, like 
‘some kind of force-field’ or 'some kind of 
space anomaly’. The final episode of the first 
season, The 37s, ‘some kind of' is used six 
times. Very lazy, bad writing. 


* Bill McClure - Vacationing on the Vorlon 
homeworld with Lyta Alexander - having a 


great time; wish... I could say more! 
To Allan Kelly, Rhiannon, Jill Searle, Alex 


Pidd & Ruth Borgars - re: the post 
Roddenberry changes in Trek - I think we all 
recognize these changes, but it seems as 
though not all of us regard them as being bad 
or can see what they're leading up to. 
Considering Gene's initial reluctance to 
produce TNG, I seriously doubt, Alex, that 
his primary motivating factor in starting the 
original series was financial gain or greed, 
despite rumors that his concept of IDIC was 
originally touted as a way to start selling 
jewelry. (Say it ain't so, Janet!) But even if 
thatis true, it's simply yet another example of 
how far ahead of his time he was; he could 
have made a lot more money by starting 
something like QVC... So, Rhiannon, since 
we'll never really know what Gene himself 
might think about all this, why don’t we ask 
someone who really did know him... Janet...? 
(Janet - Sorry Bill, even I can't speak for 
Gene. What I will say is that Gene and Majel 
started Lincoln Enterprises so that they 
could make Star Trek collectibles available 
to fans. These included scripts, original film 
frames and jewellery based on Star Trek. 
Personally I feel that this venture was 
started more as a service to fans than to 
make money. Remember that at that time 
there.was hardly anything available. If Gene 
did decide fo design a medalliort - the IDIC - 
and introduce it into an episode so that fans 
could then collect replicas I don't see any 
problems in that. It was the kind of thing 
fans wanted to collect. At least he didn’t go 
around destroying Enterprises so that fans 
would liave new sltips to collect. 

I totally disagree with any suggestion 
that Gene created Star Trek to make money. 
Gene was a writer and I doubt that any 
writer writes in the hope making their 
fortune. Writers write because they have a 
vision or an idea they want to explore and 


share with other people. 

If you want to more about Gene and the 
creation of Star Trek I recommend that you 
read David Alexander's biography of Gene, 
Star Trek Creator. I'm not biased, just 
because I have my name in the index. :-) 
Seriously, it is an excellent book.] 


To Ruth Borgars, Marcia Stanislawski & 
Edward Woo - re: the value of positive or 
negative stories in Trek - First of all, I never 
said it always has to be positive - I can 
appreciate a pure action-adventure yarn just 
as much as the next guy/gal. But, as Edward 
pointed out, a positive mental attitude is 
always healthier than adverse negativity... 


To Jill Wadsley, Edward Woo & Anne- 
Marie Flowers - re: ST conventions - The 
declining numbers in attendance simply 
mirrors and confirms the downward spiral in 
the quality of Trek, so maybe we'll eventually 
get back to the “good ol’ davs." I know 
overcrowding was the main thing that put me 
off from attending any more cons. You 
should feel how "lonely" it gets, Jill, in a hot, 
stuffy room jam-packed with 3,000 people 
who sound like they're about to incite a 
bloody riot... : 


To Anne-Marie Flowers - re: your 1984- 
like predictions (n/] 43, p. 40) - While I do 
agree with you that sexual orientation is 
basically innate, I have a big problem with 
your brave new world scenario - any sort of 
prenatal tampering like that to prevent the 
birth of homosexuals and bisexuals implies 
the erroneous presumption that there's 
something “wrong” in the first place... 


To Michael Flett - re: my “fascinating” 
view of the Founders - It's just like Odo's 
“friend” pointed out at the end of "The 
Adversary" - "We're everywhere..." (And you 
can't tell who we are just by locking at us 
either...) As for your suggestion to attempt 
peaceful coexistence with the Founders - 
well, nice try, but if that worked, DS9 would 
pale even more in comparison with Babylon 
5... 


To Jay Stevensen, Alberto Gorin & 
anyone else ragging on Babylon 5 - Just like 
everyone said about people who make fun of 
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us for watching ST, you obviously haven't 
seen enough of B5 to form an opinion. By the 
way, to Paul Taylor - I prefer to think of 
myself simply as "a fan of Babylon 5" and I 
hope no one ever comes up with some silly 
appellation to make us look stupid too. 


To Alan Stephen - re: Harlan Ellison - I 
don't know if you share this “pleasure” in the 
U.K. or not, but here in the U.S., we are 
subjected to a similar dose of Ellison's 
pedantic ramblings every weekend on the 
Sci-Fi Channel. There usually is a kernel of 
truth to what he has to say, but he’s so 
obnoxious about it the message always gets 
lost. You should have seen how incensed he 
got when people started “stabbing” back at 
him anonymously via a computer bulletin 
board! (tee-hee!) In a way though, I can 
certainly empathize with him and B5's J.M.S. 
- just wait until you've been personally 
screwed over by Paramount... 


To Jay Stevensen - The definition of 
“official” in ST fandom means that the 
po¢ketS and walletS of tho$e at Paramooch/ 
Buyagom are the Sole benefattor$ of the 
finan¢ial loot being gro$$ed from their ¢oStly 
$ale$; whereas most “unofficial” fan 
operations benefit non-profit, humanitarian, 
charity-based organizations. So, where would 
you prefer your hard-earned money was 
going...? 


To Michael Hill - re: Data & Picard's 
emoting inST:G - Oh, I see. So it's okay for an 
android to go hysterical, but a mere Human 
shouldn't even shed a tear over the death of 
his own flesh and blood... Gee, great 
characterizations... 


To Gul Melset - re: The Minstrel Boy as 
“auditory torture" - Glad to see a Cardy is 
finally getting a taste of their own medicine! 
So, how many lights did you see?! By the way, 
you can't fool me; your real name is Elim 
Garak, right, my friend?! [Amiable hug...!] 


To Sheila Clark & Gul Melset - re: alien 
predators - On the contrary, I'll bet their prey 
would taste "just like chicken"! 


To Lyn Johnston - re: Brillo-pad hair on 
Kazons - Simply the fastest way to convert 


Klingons into Kazons... Anybody see any 
other differences? Starts with K, ends with N... 
Gee, that's about as subtle as Shatner's "Tek" 
series... 


To Brenda.Allan - re: the-lost Ferengis 
from "The Price” showing up on Voyager - 
Oh great, just what we need - a show with 
two Quarks! Instead, how ‘bout an 
appearance by Harry's older sister, Luisa? 
(From TNG's "Home Soil.") I'm sure there 
must be some planets over in the Delta 
Quadrant that need terraforming! 


To Chris Travers & Marysia Kolodziej - 
re: Parrises Squares - We actually, finally get 
to "see" it being played in my first TNG 
fanzine novel... 


* Dave Styles - Asford 


To Nancy Wilson - DS¢ is mentioned in 
the TNG episode “The Chase", and DSS is 
mentioned in "Parallels" 


Re Worf on DS9 - I've seen "Way of the 
Warrior”; excellent. However it remains to be 
seen how Worf will fit in to non-Worf 
orientated stories; I really hope he does, but I 
cannot help but feel (somewhat cynically) 
that bringing in this rather unneccesary 
character is just more Viacom money- 
grabbing. 


And while I'm having a go at Viacom - 
What happened about their attempting to 
licence all of the ST fan clubs? (Janet - 
They're keeping quiet at the noment and so 
arewe,] 


To Nigel Nixon - Re class named ships: 
You say there's been five, I ean only think of 
"Excelsior". What are the others? 


To Alan Stephen - There's an old maxim: 
"The only difference between people with 
tattoos and people without is that those with 
tattoos don't mind that those without haven't 
got any." I think it can be adapted to "The 
only difference between extrovert Trekkers 
and introvert Trekkers is that the extroverts 
don't mind that the introverts don't want to 
join in." 


And finally - Wasn't the display at the 
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Science Museum 
disappointing? 


just a tiny bit 


* Janet Quarton - Lochgilphead, Argyll 


I have seen some comments recently 
saying that no one can be a Star Trek fan 
without appreciating all the incarnations of 
Star Trek. I have to totally disagree with this 
assumption. Many people have been fans of 
the original since 1966. They kept Star Trek 
alive all through the seventies and were 
directly responsible for Star Trek the Motion 
Picture. Without these fans there would be 
no Movies, TNG, DS9 or Voyager. When 
TNG came along not all fans liked it, many 
still don't. Can anyone realistically say that 
these people are no longer ‘Star Trek’ fans - 
come off it! 


I honestly believe that we have to accept 
that we are all individuals with our own likes 
and dislikes and that no one can make us like 
everything just because it has ‘Star Trek’ 
attached to it. Likewise we have no right to 
dictate to another fan what they should like 
or dislike. Fans vary from those who just 
enjoy watching the episodes to those who 
like dressing in costumes either for charity 
events or just for pleasure, but we are all fans 
of some part of the Star Trek Universe and if 
we can't get on what hope is there for the rest 
of society. 


IDIC seems to mean many different 
things to different people but to me it means 
accepting our differences and taking pleasure 
in them. Anyway, if we were all the same 
like would be rather boring. :-) 


¢ Helen White - Blewbury 
(All page numbers refer to n/1 43) 


Before I start rabbiting, a quick hello to 


“all me friends, and I'm sorry if I've neglected 


anyone. I can't believe I've been so depressed 
for so long - it's over three years. Still, I really 
seem to be getting better now (fingers 
crossed, touch wood, touch renewable pine 
forest, keep taking the tablets etc.) I went to 
Blackpool for Sol II in May, but couldn't 
manage to go in the Main Hall. I managed to 
pop in and out of the dealers’ room but that 
was it. My con report would have consisted 
of ‘went to dealers' room, went back to room, 


the end’, which I don't think would be 
terribly interesting and certainly not at all 
amusing. { did get a hug from Dwight 
Schultz though, which was jolly nice! (He 
was signing pics in the dealers’ room). 


Now, to the postbag, which I have still 
kept reading all the time I've been ‘away’ - I 
didn’t think I'd better send three years’ worth 
of replies though... 


Re: a surfeit of Trek - I still find it very 
hard to cope with too much of anything, and 
there's far too much Trekkery about at the 
moment; it's overwhelming. I haven't seen 
much Voyager yet, although what I did see 
was OK, but Generations was frankly 
tedious. There were only two good bits in it; 
the star mapping room, and Bev being 
thrown in the ocean, hahaha, which quite 
perked me up for a while! I thought that it 
was very contrived that Data should 
suddenly decide that he wanted the chip just 
because the crew have no sense of humour... 
Besides which, they all laughed when Worf 
fellin, if memory serves - I thought we didn't 
have sexism in the 23rd century >:-) 


To loads of people - I think that Spot 
should have de-evolved into a sabre-toothed 
tiger... She might have eaten the kittens, 
mind you, and I would imagine an iguana is 
much easier to handle on set. 


To Dave Styles (P32) - I vote that the 
biggest rip-off for this n/] should be the new 
boxed set of vids. Let us consider how many 
people have either the 5- or 6- set of videos - 
quite a few, I suspect. CIC, therefore, release 
the extended Generations only in a boxed set 
of all 7 movie videos, oh well done. A snip at 
£69.99 (in Virgin). Come back Chas Evans, 
and sort them out! 


To whoever's been discussing Bareil - 
Sorry, but I was SO pleased when he was 
bumped off. Another piece of Trek that I 
found boosted my flagging spirits! 


To Jill Wadsley/Lindsay Wright - the best 
way to get mixing at a con is to look lost and 
ask directions. A good bet is to ask for help 
finding the Art Room, as it's usually tucked 
away somewhere impossible to find without 
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ae from a native guide. If you're unlucky 
and get somebody unhelpful (extremely 
unlikely), just try again. I always try to talk to 
lost-looking people if I can, and anyone is 
welcome to come and talk to me. I'm hoping 
to get to Warp 2 at least this year, providing 
I'm still doing OK. 


To Alan Stephen - Harlan Ellison is an 
insensitive pillock. (This is my personal view 
and not that of the committee, in case anyone 
is wondering). I would say more but I'd 
rather not be accused of libel ;-) Star Trek is 
one of the things that kept me going when I 
was So ill, and therefore one of the things that 
saved my life. Yes, there are some people 
who ‘believe’ in Star Trek, including those 
who change their names or whatever. Good 
luck to them. If Star Trek fulfills a need in 
their life, that can only be a good thing - it's a 
lot better than being, for example, obsessed 
with guns and ending up going out on a 
shooting spree. 


« Rhiannon - USS Invention 

To Christopher Howell - Is there life 
outside the Federation? Sure, so why should 
we have only Federation-based series? I'd like 
to see that Klingon series. 


To Bill McClure - Don't say all our fears 
are learned, ‘cos that's not true. At least some 
of them, the most basic ones, are innate, eg 
the natural fear of the unknown. This fear 
was to protect us in former times, now it is 
useless, can even be harmful, as we have 
become the most powerful animals on this 
planet. About racism - I agree this must be 
learned. There is no point in being afraid or 
aggressive towards somebody who is so 
much like yourself, just because his skin is a 
different colour. 


To David Gallagher - How right you are 
about ‘fun'dom! I feel that not every Trekker 
has to have the same likes, interests and 
dislikes. There are so many ways to see Star 
Trek - which series, whatever - as there are 
people. But let's not go deeper into this, we 
might endup with an ‘ology’ again. 


To Jill Searle - Would it by any other 
name smell as sweet? Depends on the nose. 
No, seriously, I am sorry to hear you're 


disappointed/ dissatisfied with what has 
become of Star Trek. I'm not going to tell you 
“But Voyager is Star Trek, it is!" 


To Jessica Lemmer - (Telefonrechnung!!!) 
About the “state the nature of the emergency" 
Doctor - well, maybe his abilities are so 
limited because he was not designed to be a 
“full-time” doctor. He was to be functional for 
short periods of time only. Or maybe the 
person who wrote the program did not like 
med-officers? “Computer, end program" is an 
easy way to get rid of a doctor! 


To Eagle Mirror - I think you're quite 
right about English penfriends - I hope so, at 
least. (Counting on you, penpals!) About cats 
- of course Ro Laren was playing with that 
mouse. ‘My’ Felix recently brought me a 
dormouse (dead already, though) as a proof 
of his affection. He was a little disappointed 
at first (I did not eat it!) but cheered up when 
I took it by its tail, telling him how much I 
appreciated it, and then dumped it into the 
garbage.. Friend, your cat just wanted to 
show you she's a great hunter. I still believe 
cats do not kill for fun. Your cat was ‘playing’ 
with the mouse to train her hunting skills as 
her instincts tell her. [Sheila - To answer your 
question - we need to know the everyday 
identity of those of you who use pen names 
for several reasons, copyright being one of 
them. No reputable publication will print 
anything that is sent to them completely 
anonymously, although they do print letters 
anonymously rf requested to do so]. 


* Vered Gilad - 76/2 Sokolov St, Tel Aviv, 
Israel] 

To Baerbel Schmidt (P 18) - In Israel they 
also started broadcasting DS9 last September, 
and although I have seen some 2nd and 3rd 
season episodes of the series, I like watching 
the series from the beginning and watching 
the characters develop. To my surprise, I find 
that DS9's characters are quite full of depth, a 
lot more than Voyager's characters. DS9 is 
definitely growing on me, quietly. I think 
Paramount has a lot to learn from the TOS 
experience - ratings, in that case, didn't prove 
a thing. A lot of people around the world 
haven't had a chance of seriously watching 
DS9. I advise people to watch according to 
episode order, and not to overdose - one 
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episode a week, only. 


To Gul Melset (P 20) - What I am about to 
write is a bit sensitive; you stated (andI hope 
I understood correctly) that most of the 
Cardassians didn't know about their people's 
atrocities against Bajor? I find it hard to 
believe that the Cardassians don't know a 
thing about what their government does with 
its army. Are they ostriches? Don't they ever 
wonder why they have a military? I mean, so 
many Cardassians were employed by the 
‘war’ with Bajor. You want to tell me there 
were no leaks? | seriously doubt that. Please, 
as IT am new to DS9 I would like an 
explanation on the Obsidian Order and an 
elaboration of what you wrote to Clare 
Finkel. I have to understand, as this really 
bothers me. If you wish you can write to me. 


To Jill Searle (P 21) - After reading your 
letter, ] was worried that whatever I write to 
you will still offend you, yet what you wrote 
deserves a comment. I myself put TOS at the 
top (I mainly read TOS books and only 
bought TOS cassettes) and yet I resent what 
you wrote just as you resented what you read 
in N/L 42. Both you and Lisa Livermore did 
the same thing; because you don't like 
something you said that it's bad. Don't 
complain about others doing that to your 
favourite series, if you do it to others’ 
favourite series. It's a matter of taste and not 
if one series is more "pure" than the other. I 
am sorry if you feel that Berman is ruining 
your vision (or Gene's vision of ST) but this 
doesn’t mean that because a lot of fans like 
Berman's creation then something is wrong 
with fandom. It's just a different point of 
view, something that you have to accept. 


From reading the postbag, I have seen a 
lot more pros than cons regarding DS9 - so, 
Paramount/Viacom, is this considered 
ratings, or what?! 


Re Janeway's hair - This is Starfleet, it's 
military and (usually) military regulations 
demand that women have short hair or keep 
their long hair up in a tidy hairdo. When 
she's off duty it's nice to see her hair worn 
down. After all, she’s a Starship Captain, not 
some fashion model! (Maybe we should 
change the subject and talk about the 


Doctor's hair style for a change --) ) 


Re Ellison, P 38 - Harlan Ellison has one 
of the biggest chips on his shoulders that I 
have ever seen! He is not objective and he is 
definitely not the person with anv right to 
say such things about Trekkers. How dare he 
compare us to Branch Davidians! Are we 
mass murderers of something? What bugs 
Ellison is the money Paramount is making 
from ST. Just our luck to be in the middle of 
his dispute with Paramount. I wonder what 
he savs about all the devoted followers of BS 
who buy BS merchandise? I doubt he says a 
thing; after all he’s that programme's 
consultant. 


Re ST8 - Exploring ST's history sounds 
good to me, though a bit like the book 
Federation which I have just read. I rule out 
the usage of the original cast in the next 
movie; TNG characters definitely know how 
to manage on their own. This will also make 
room for all TNG's cast to have bigger roles. 
On the other hand, having an all-original 
crew movie/episode for the 30th anniversary 
sounds like one of the best things I've heard 
of for a very long time. 


Apparently William Shatner was in Israel 
a few weeks ago and we only found out after 
he had left. In one news broadcast it was 
stated that he came for the celebrations of 
Jerusalem's 3000th year. I heard from a 
different source that he came on business. 


From browsing through the Net, I 
understand that the Internet ST newsletter, 
Warp 10, has stopped coming out. Do you 
have any idea why? 


* Gary James Foggo - 32 Station Rd, 
Bannockburn, Stirlingshire FK7 8LE 

I would like to add my thoughts re Alan 
Stephen's letter in NL 43 concerning Harlan 
Ellison's comments, and I'm sorry (sort of) to 
say it, but I'm in complete agreement with 
the man. 


For me ST in allits forms is entertainment 
pure and simple, end of story; sit down for +5 
minutes and enjoy it. I don’t sit for hours/ 
days/tonger and ponder Picard's command 
decisions, was he right or wrong, how far the 
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bond of friendship between Kirk and Spock 
goes, just what did Sisko mean by that raised 
eyebrow - quite frankly, who cares? For me 
it's an endless source of fascination reading 
through the IDIC newsletters the analytical 
lengths members go to to try to explain every 
aspect of a character and his, her or its full 
range of motives, actions, emotions, their 
very psyche; something that the story's 
author or episode scriptwriter never had in 
mind. 


Last year I attended Contagion out of 
curiosity and I admit I kinda enjoyed myself, 
but that was due to the fact that the only real 
interaction I had with any of the attendees 
happened to be with a couple of attractive 
females, which tended to distract my 
attention from what was going on around me 
during the evening's main events, and during 
the day half of that was spent pursuing 
another great interest, propping up the bar. 
This year I attended Conundrum for all of 3.5 
hours before deciding this was not my scene 
and bailing out. I decided, looking around 
me, that [ had nothing in common with any 
of the other people attending. I have many 
and various interests, but feel no need to talk 
endlessly or analyse every aspect of them 
even to the friends who partake in them with 
me. I couldn't understand what makes people 
dress up in ST uniforms or pretend they're 
aliens. I'm a keen mountaineer but I don't 
walk about the street in head to toe lurid 
goretex (except when it's raining heavily) 
with my crampons attached to my feet, a 60 ft 
coil of rope slung round my shoulder and an 
ice axe in each mitt so I can identify myself 
with other mountain enthusiasts. I play bass 
in a (deeply groovetastic) band but I don't go 
out for a night with a guitar strapped to me 
(except when I'm playing a gig). My point is, 
why do certain ST fans feel the need to 
identify themselves with something that is 
pure fantasy, make believe? I could go into 
my theory of this behaviour but won't. My 
philosophy is simple - each to their own, and 
I in no way want this letter to be 
misconstrued as a hostile one. Between 
Contagion and Conundrum I attended some 
of the Away Team meetings in Glasgow, but 
after Conundrum made a decision not to 
involve myself in fandom except my IDIC 
membership, due to the obsessive nature of 


some fans, which for me was completely off- 
putting. Surely I'm not the only person who 
feels like this? { would like to meet other 
people who share my enjoyment of ST but 
don't treat it as a way of life. (Make 
yourselves known! If you're out there, I 
would be prepared to give a con another go!) 


If anyone would like to respond to any of 
this points I have made, or make me aware of 
something I'm missing (perhaps I take life 
too seriously), or even send the boys round 
with the Black and Decker power tools to do 
a little DIY on my kneecaps if I've 
inadvertently offended someone, please feel 
free to contact me either personally at my 
address or through the pages of the 
newsletter. 


« Margaret Connor - Glasgow 

This is the first time I have written to the 
Postbag in well over a year, and before I put 
in my tuppenceworth I should like to point 
out I have yet to view any 4th season DS9. 


Star Trek VIII, as reported in N/L 43, is 
purportedly going to tie up loose ends, 
showing how and why Starfleet and the 
United Federation of Planets came into being, 
but whv? Surely we have the perfect example 
of this on DS9. Bajor, trying to unite itself and 
rise above hate and fear, greed and prejudice, 
poverty and injustice, just as Earth must have 
done. Their own uneasy existence with the 
Cardassians and the aggressive, sneak attacks 
of the Dominion, to me are examples of how 
things must have been between Earth and the 
Klingons and Romulans; the Federation, 
trying to bring in an era of peace and 
understanding, of working with each other 
instead of against, could almost be the 
Vulcans. 


So maybe Mr Berman's view of the future 
is not all that different from what Star Trek 
has been trying to teach us all along. He has 
merely started further back in its evolution. 


I for one must admit to a degree of 
sadness over the rumoured demise of DS9, 
for far from not being true Trek I think it 
helps us understand how the UFP got to 
where it is in the Original Series, the Next 
Generation and Voyager. I would welcome 
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other opinions. 


¢ Ann Verschueren, Netherlands 

{ have been a member for 2 years and I'd 
like to say hello to all IDIC members. After a 
long period of hesitation I think I'm ready to 
express my feelings about Star Trek today. 


Years ago (I was 8 years old) I became a 
CT fan. Now, I still am a CT fan, but 
somehow I missed the train and did not 
become a NG fan or a DS9 fan. In the 
beginning I was even upset that TNG was 
called a Star Trek series. ST was, in my 
opinion, only the series with Captain Kirk 
and Mr Spock. After a while though, I was 
able to accept TNG and DS9 fans as ST fans. 
Still, I have to agree with Jill Searle (P21). The 
four series don't form a whole. They are 
completely different (different actors, 
different crew, different settings) only 
connected with each other by the label ‘Star 
Trek’. 


I often tend to compare the situation with 
Melrose Place and Beverly Hills 90210 (both 
series about young people in America, both 
with the label ‘Aaron Spelling’). We don't 
seem to expect that Bev fans also love 
Melrose, while in ST fandom a fan who only 
likes CT seems to be considered as an 
exception. I don't mind being one of the 
exceptions and I accept that most articles and 
letters in the magazine are dealing with TNG, 
DS9 and Voyager (the needs of the many 
outweigh the needs of the few), but I do mind 
that the number of articles about CT keeps 
dropping. To stop this we need action. 
Maybe we could consider to make for one 
time a special IDIC magazine only about CT? 
Or if this is impossible, what about a new 
section in the magazine with CT articles that 
were written years ago? These might bring 
new discussions and reactions from members 
who joined only a few years ago. These are 
just a few suggestions to preserve CT from 
disappearing completely out of the 
newsletter. I'm eager to hear other ideas. 


* Christopher Howell _- Coventry's_own 
Capt. Sisko look-a-like (almost!) 

One wonders what the Star Trek 
franchise will come up with after Voyager. 
The ship looks great and the crew are an 


interesting mix of characters but [ wonder if 
we'll see any original stories that haven’t 
been seen before. After the writers have 
explored the characters and the relationships 
between them, what then? Hopefully not 
stories that have already been told (and told 
well) in TNG. And if | see one more spatial 
anomaly... 


Vovager so far lacks a sense of purpose. It 
would be nice if Janeway and company 
discovered some sort of shattered power 
source which has the potential to take them 
home. Then, for the rest of the series, they 
could be on the lookout for the missing 
pieces, which are scattered across the Delta 
Quadrant. Some pieces could be among the 
Kazon, another piece with the Borg... 


Yes, I know this sounds like something 
from a Dungeons and Dragons story, but I 
feel Vovager needs something like this to 
give the series some purpose and focus. 
Otherwise it's great! 


ST: Generations - CIC video say that 
there's only 2 missing sequences in the Video 
release. Kirk SkyDiving (useless, no SFX 
done for this) and the bit where Soran shoots 
Kirk in the back (Very unpopular with test 
audiences). So where's the bit in the trailer, 
when Kirk says to the Enterprise B captain 
‘Let's cheat death together’? Over to CIC 
Video.... 


To Michael Fleet - regarding CGI in 
Voyager. The shot where the nacelles fold 
inwards wasn’t filmed from the actual model 
until ‘Leaning Curve’. To tell a CGI Voyager 
from the real model, look for the 3 windows 
under the shuttle hanger deck. If these are lit, 
then you're looking at a CGI Voyager. For 
more information see either Star Trek 
Communicator's or Cinefantastique's January 
issues, both have SFX articles on Trek. 


To Alberto Gorim - Apparently, there's a 
new Klingon battleship (based on the future 
version seen in TNG's All Good things) in 
DS9's Way of the Warrior. 

To Bill McClure - regarding The 
Adversary. The Founders are featured in a 
two part DS9 story, ‘The Homefront’ and 
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‘Paradise Lost’, in which Sisko and Odo 
search for Changelings within Starfleet on 
Earth. This sounds like a ‘must see’ story to 
me! 


To Carol Sterenberg and anv potential 
writers - People have always told me that I 
have a good imagination (a must for anv 
Trek fan!). For years I didn’t know what to do 
with it. Then I took a Creative Writing course 
at my local Universitv. I enjoyed myself, 
wrote some stories (not all Trek related), 
made new friends, drank some lager with 
new friends etc. Now I've got a new hobby, I 
hope to sit down and write a Trek story one 
day. ff there are similar courses running in 
your local area, why not give it a go? 


To Michael Hill - My top five DS9s, after 
the 3rd series THIS WAS HARD! Here goes... 


Joint Ist - Improbable Cause/The Die is 
Cast + Past Tense + Duet Joint 3rd - The 
Adversary + The Search I and II Sth - Facets 


Anymore top § DS9's anyone? 


¢ Neil J Barrett - How a bird might eat the 


cured thigh of a pig, perhaps? (7) 
To Kathleen Glancy: Have vou considered 


the possibilities of Spock investigating the 
20th Century art form known as motion 
pictures? I think he'd be fascinated by “Expire 
with Difficulty In Order to Enact One's 
Revenge" or "Structured Conversation with 
Mythical Blood-Drinking Being” or “Ocular 
Organ Exhibiting the Colour of a Precious 
Metal”. 





To Carol and Carole: My theory is that 
there are at least three aspects to being a 
writer. First, the creative spirit which comes 
up with the ideas, gets excited about the plot 
and believes in the characters. Second, the 
technical expertise which knows how to 
construct a plot, write reasonably correct 
English and control the reading experience. 
Third, the commercial sense which knows 
what will sell and is prepared to put aside or 
throw out what will not. To be a successful 
writer you probably need all three and that 
involves quite different skills. 


Just look at how many Trek novels are 


collaborations (whether the cover says so or 
not). Usually, the name on the cover is that of 
the creative one but the technical one is 
credited in the foreword. The skills required 
for an editor are another set (but probably 
overlapping with technical and comunercial) 
and professional novels are often the result of 
work by both author and editor. See how 
many forewords to Trek novels mention 
Robert Greenberger or Kevin Ryan. 


If you're naturally only one of these types 
then you might have to work at the others or 
find somebody who can play that part for 
you. The partnership between author and 
editor is one that has to be built up and is 
fraught with the possibility of upset on both 
sides. In the amateur world - even more so. 


To Vered Gilad: The above may explain 
why Pocket Books are sticking with tried and 
trusted writers - the authors and editors 
know each other and can work together. 
There will always be a certain market so this 
approach has a lower (commercial) risk than 
trying new faces. 


Having feelings for the characters is a key 
point of the creative spirit I mentioned above. 
A good writer need not be a fan to be able to 
do this but they should do some background 
reading first in the same way that some 
actors research a role before they start to play 
it. 


To Brenda Allen: I'm not particularly 
Data-driven myself but it is odd how he is 
instantly recognisable. He popped up in an 
episode of “Hunter” last month and I knew it 
was him even though his first appearance 
was only from the waist down. (Before 
anybody gets too excited - he was under a car 
at the time....) 


Didn't you point out some holodeck 
inconsistencies back in IDIC 37 - time for a 
follow-up article perhaps? Wanna 
collaborate? 


To Bill McClure: I'm a_pragmatist 
therefore aspiring to an umrealistic role 
model is not a good idea in my book. Could 
easily lead to disappointment and then 
resentment as vou realise the impossibility. I 
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don't actually know any modem day 
astronauts but I'll bet a bar of gold-pressed 
latinum to a handful of tribble dung that 
there are plenty of introverted techie types at 
NASA. There was only one Ron McNair. 


¢ Alex Blakeney 
To Neil Barrett - I think the reason why 


so much furore was stirred up by your 
review is contained in your own article, 
where you state that inexperienced author's 
will improve with feedback from “editors and 
reviewers and readers”. Trouble is, Neil, your 
review might well have been the only 
feedback the author got. Many of us don't 
have a bunch of supportive friends and 
relations (my family regard Trek writing as 
one step up from standing on street corners 
with a bottle of cider shouting at people) and 
letters from readers are vanishingly rare. I 
got five in response to my first story, solely 
and only because I appealed for comment in 
the newsletter - one correspondent, a fellow- 
writer, told me she'd had no response at all to 
a novel she'd written! 


In the light of that, if you re-read your 
review I think you'll have to admit that the 
"feedback" you gave was very little help to 
the author. You objected to the premise and 
said you'd seen it elsewhere: the first is a 
matter of taste and the second merely 
demonstrates you have read more than the 
author. The first story of ‘mine Valerie 
accepted (thankfully so far unpublished) 
turned out to be a re-hash of a very common 
theme - a fact I didn’t know until I'd read a lot 
more. [Valerie - If a theme had to be 
completely original there would be very few 
stories printed, Trek or otherwise! It’s the 
treatment that makes it interesting. Should 
there only have ever been one 'Whiy Spock 
returned to Vulcan' story, for example?] 


No one can object to criticism, (personally 
I'm desperate for feedback - please, Neil tell 
me what's wrong with my stuff!) however, 
where amateur fiction at least is concerned I 
think authors are entitled to expect that 
criticism to be constructive. Otherwise the 
people who write the really bad stuff (and I 
agree some of it is pretty awful - just wait 
until my first little story hits the presses!) will 
never get any better and the people who 


write the good stuff will never improve. 


And to everyone - if you like story, 
please, drop the author a line - the committee 
(God bless them) will always forward the 
letter and you may make some poor soul's 
week. It was only as a result of the feedback 
to Lost and Found in E-LE 92, that I dug my 
next story out of a shoebox and finished it. 


¢ Neil Safi, Falling through a Wormhole 
(must have been a REALLY BIG WORM, 


Eureka - I have done it! Thanks to twenty 
vears Of watching Blue Peter, a visit to my 
local Tandy, and some left-over sellotape, I 
have at last made a fully functioning 
Holodeck. Should anvone want to come and 
have a go, please contact me and I can 
arrange it (for a nominal fee). Unfortunately 
it only runs one program called “Earth 1996, 
Winter, Cold". It's very realistic through, it's 
just like actually being there. 


Incidentally, does anyone know why 
people shout “Eureka" when they have done 
something? I thought she was the woman 
who presents Gladiators. 


I recently bought a Classic Trek mouse 
mat, for the princely sum of fifteen pounds. I, 
like some authors of previous letters, feel a 
little cheated by my latest Trek purchase. It's 
just a waste of money. I've put it at the 
bottom of Minnie’s cage, and baited it with 
cheese, but she still won't sleep on it. Anyone 
got any ideas? 


* Glen Parsons - 1 Brea Arch, Brea, 
Camborne, Cornwall TR14 9BW. 

I'm fairly new to fandom so forgive me if 
T sound naive. I'm thinking of trying to get to 
a convention this year, so the thing is, would 
anvone like to recommend as a first-time 
event a particular con, or alternatively is 
there any which people would think 
iisuitable for a first-timer? Any and all 
suggestions/ advice would be most welcome. 





¢ T’Mara (and the prosbear) - Germany 
In my opinion, what makes ST special is 


neither an ‘action-packed’ adventure nor 
‘excellent effects’, but good characterisation 
and good stories which in addition to their 
entertainment factor also give me something 
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to think about. Unfortunately, the Powers 
That Be at Paramount do not seem to 
understand that. I did not feel too excited 
when I first heard the story-line of Way of the 
Warrior and after seeing the episode I am still 
not convinced. It is as action-packed as it can 
get and it has some good effects, but itis not 
really my idea of ST! I prefer the Vulcan way 
of mutual understanding and co-operation, 
especially in a crisis like the threat of the 
Dominion. 


I also have the impression that DS9 is 
flooded with TNG guests. Last year we had 
Gowron, Lwaxana and Tom Riker, now Worf 
is joining the regular cast (giving everybody 
else a chance at guest-starring when stopping 
by to see Worf). I like DS9 the way it is and 
do not want it turned into a copy of TNG. 
The same problem is already surfacing in 
Vovager: we just had Barclay in Projections, 
now they are doing an episode with Q and 
Riker. Isn’t that a lot of crossovers from TNG 
for just one season? Give the regular cast a 
chance to develop! In TNG they waited three 
years until they had the first major crossover 
from CT (Sarek) and then it took another vear 
and a half before another attempt in that 
direction (Unification) was made. Why do 
DS9 and Voy not get that chance of first 
asserting themselves before they have to 
compete with longestablished favourites? 


To Marie I J Park (N/L 42) and Kathleen 
Glancy (N/L 43, P 22) re Tuvok's age - Since 
he says himself that he has been married for 
67 years I'd say he is between 90 and 100. 
Fixst, according to Spock, the betrothal at 7 is 
‘less than a marriage’, second it also makes 
sense if he had his first pon farr 67 years ago 
and joined Janeway's crew after the last one 4 
years ago. As to Tim Russ’ age; he may not 
look a day over 35, but he actually is 39. I 
don't know for sure, but I think Mark Lenard 
was not much older when he portrayed 102- 
year-old Sarek in Journey to Babel. So again it 
makes sense to assume that Tuvok is 
approximately 90 - 100 years old. 


To Allan Kelly (N/L 43, P 24) - To your 
impression that Tuvok is acting like a 
combined Science/First Officer, since there is 
no Science Officer aboard it is only logical 
that the Tactical Officer is working the 


sensors most of the time, ably assisted by 
Harry Kim at Ops. As to First Officer; he has 
served with Janeway for 4 years and knows 
her better than any other senior officer does. 
He also is third in command and would have 
been next in line had Chakotay not come 
aboard (see Twisted). 


As to Chakotay's duty to keep his 
Captain safely aboard the ship - most of the 
time she does down only with a second 
landing party. I also think that in Voyager's 
unique situation a different approach is 
acceptable. If you were a member of an alien 
race making first contact with the Federation, 
would you rather meet the Captain or an 
underling? 


To Neil Barrett (N/L 43 P 42) - So, in your 
opinion Tuvok does not work as a Vulcan? 
Because he is black? Are you aware that this 
opinion of yours is an insult to the prosbear, 
whose ‘fur colour’ - as he likes to put it - is 
almost the same as Tuvok's? By the way 
Tuvok does bleed green - see Cathexis; when 
he is brought in to sickbay with head injuries, 
his face is covered with green bruises! 


To Brenda Allan (N/L 43, P 44) -I too like 
Spock's Brain, but you have to be in the right 
mood for it. I ‘discovered’ this episode when 
watching it with a friend. We could not stop 
laughing. It's hilarious! 


To Edward Woo (N/L 43, ( 45) - Re 
Birthright - agree with you, Worf’ attitude 
in this episode is less than adequate, but what 
do you expect from someone who refuses a 
life-saving transplant to a Romulan? I prefer 
the Vulcan Way to the Klingon Way. 


¢ Jean Sloan - Liverpool 


37 


To Jill Searle (N/L 42, P21) -Iwasrather . 


shocked at the rather cavalier dismissal of CT 
in N/L 41, and again in N/L 42; but that's 
only 2 people, and I know a lot of people 
who have watched Classic after being 
introduced to Trek through TNG and who 
love the Original as well. Inevitably, though, 
there is a growing number of fans who do 
not know the OS and for whom the high tech 
world of TNG et al production is Trek. That 
does not necessarily mean that they are 
ignorant of or ignore Gene's intentions for 


the series. I suppose some fans do; and some 
watch just for SFX or for all-action, space 
battle sequences... and in the spirit of [DIC, 
that is their right. Still, there are lots and lots 
of us who love the spirit of ST and who prefer 
OS to all other incarnations; so please don't 
give up on fandom... 


To Michael Hill - I love ST V; I like the 
story and the relationships and I don't give a 
kipper about the SFX... 


To Sheila Clark - I have reached a 
compromise on use of this year’s diary. I am 
making entries, but only things relating to 
Trek, eg noting the recent creation of anti- 
matter. In addition, I am going to stick in 
various pictures that haven't got a home. 
Also McCoy, Kirk and Spock are going to 
make entries as they feel like it... 


To Bill McClure - A TNG Christmas - 
great poem. 


To Catherine Hill - The killing of 
Lwaxana was an Internet rumour that 
became ‘fact’ - Majel assures us it's not true. 


Jay Stevensen - Essex 


Valeris was right - now we know that 
Klingons don't change! In Birthright Worf 
finds a perfect example of everything the 
Federation has presumably been hoping to 
achieve for years - traditional enemies living 
in peace - and what does he do? Convinces 
the young Klingons that it's OK to hunt and 
kill... and walk out on their parents, 
presumably forever. Don’t be fooled by that 
deep velvet voice and those lovely brown 
eyes. Birthright proves that Worf is still a 
‘let's kill’ em Klingon’ at heart. 


To Kathleen Glancy (P22) - Oops! Sorry! I 
think I may have been the guilty party 
putting ‘England’ instead of ‘Britain’ in N/L 
42. [have no excuses - except that I didn't 
know the publicity venues when I sent the 
info to Janet. With references to your 
comments on I Am Spock, the Dreamwatch 
reviewer thought Mr Nimoy showed ‘more 
passion’ when talking about his non-Trek 
work, but I suspect editorial pressure 
‘suggested’ that Leonard emphasise his Trek/ 
Spock connections with this book, probably 


believing that people wouldn't buy it unless 
he did. 

To Roberta Martin (P 30) - You 
anticipated my question (in N/L 43) about 
fan club experiences. Billi Shatner is poorly 
served by this lady with such a ‘busy lifestyle’ 
that she can't be bothered to fulfil her 
obligations (p 51). Leonard Nimoy fans are 
luckv to have Spotlight (run by Carol Davies) 
which provides excellent value for money. 


To All Aspiring Writers - There seems to 
be a welcome upsurge of interest in fan 
writing, but many people seem a little shy 
about sharing their work. Carol Sterenberg (p 
41) suggests a local writers’ group but (i) 
there might not be one conveniently close to 
you and (ii) if there is, you might not find 
them all that sympathetic to Trek. I believe 
there are postal writers’ circles in operation. 
Perhaps someone should start one for Trek? 


Harlan Ellison’s outburst (quoted p 38/9) 
reflects (rather strongly, but that's Harlan) 
the things many fans (myself included) have 
been also saying about merchandising and 
pro novels. With regard to fans, he does tend 
to tar the many with the obsessions of the 
few. All hobbies have their extremists. Do 
any IDIC members actually knae anyone 
who has changed their name, been tattooed, 
etc? Dressing up? It's fun - as long as 
everyone remembers it's a game. Fantasising 
is good for you, too. Apparently it produces 
endorphines which reduce stress. And - er - 
Mr Ellison, didn't you help campaign to keep 
that ‘damned thing’ with ‘lousy ratings’ that 
‘nobody watched’ on the air for at least part 
of the 'three years’? Are you not currently 
jumping on the bandwagon with a book 
about That Script? I've no doubt it will sell. 
Who do you think will be buying it? 


* Leslie Moyes - 22 Carleton Cres, 
Woodside, Glenrothes, Fife KY7 SAN 


Happy New Year, and Trek, Happy 30! 
Recovered from the festive season and all set 
for total Trek overkill in this anniversary 
year? 








What about next year, which will be 
TNG's tenth anniversary? What better than to 
start that with anew movie? 
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I have now seen Voyager's final + 
episodes. Projections and The 37s stand out, 
to be the best 2 episodes yet! Less said about 
the other two, the better. Hopefully, in 
season 2 we will get more adventure and 
development, and fewer anomalies! 


To Brenda Allan - I have now eaten my 
words :-) after reading the novel, nothing like 
ST:VI as you said; andin my most diplomatic 
voice, would you like to correspond as I 
would love to write to someone from Canada 
- it's one of my fave countries. 


Does anyone know what is happening 
about Contagion re guests, yet? I have 
registered and heard nothing. [Sheila - The 
last we heard, Contagion is still negotiating, 
but has not yet finalised any guest.] 


* James O Donovan - Cork 

I was watching the TNG episode The 
Measure of a Man recently, when this 
thought struck me, The judge says that Data 
is no more than a toaster, and is therefore the 
property of Starfleet. However, this point is 
flawed. When Data was accepted into 
Starfleet, Starfleet had accepted his sentience; 
after all, Starfleet is hardly likely to allow a 
‘toaster’ to join. I think Data's “lawyer’ should 
have considered this. 


To Dave Gallagher - I couldn't agree with 
you more. Those are exactly my views of Star 
Trek and what fandom should be about. I 
also liked your alternative opening, but I read 
somewhere that the first draft of the intro 
went like this - “This is our galaxy, a gigantic 
cloud of suns and planets, in which our Earth 
is but a pinpoint, one speck of dust"! I'd 
prefer your one to that:-) 


I've got a feeling that the Top of the 
Pops/Celebrities' Favourite Episodes will 
run for a few issues more. Here's my attempt 
to start another craze. Separated at Birth (or 
celebrities and their Trek twins) Captain 
Picard/Ben Kingsley; Captain Janeway/ 
Katherine Hepburn; Mr _  Spock/John 
Redwood. 


During the summer I was on holiday in 
Northern Ireland and I visited the Bushmills 
Whiskey Distillery. As part of the tour we 


were taken to a warehouse where they kept 
barrels of whiskey which are being stored for 
people who have purchased them. There is 
one particular brand of whiskey called 
Millennium Whiskey which was made in the 
late 70s/early 80s, and won't be available to 
buy until the year 2000, hence the name. The 
tour guide told us that “One of the fellas from 
Star Trek, the one with the thing over his 
eyes, has bought one of them." The names of 
the owners were printed on the barrels, but 
for the life of me I couldn't find it. Perhaps 
it'll be doing the rounds at a future TNG 
anniversary party sometime in the future. 


I was watching the news the other day 
and there was a piece on about scientists in 
Europe creating anti-matter in a complicated 
experiment. They created an _ explosion 
involving: protons or neutrons or something 
like that (science was never my strong point) 
as a result of which a small quantity of anti- 
matter was created for a fraction of a second. 
They showed footage of the Star Trek 
Exhibition and interviewed some scientists 
about the possibility of warp travel. The 
general consensus was that warp speed is a 
long way off, and there are some problems 
that must be overcome first, such as creating 
anti-matter than lasts longer than a fraction 
of a second, and how to store it. Still, it's 
another step towards making Star Trek a 
reality. 


¢ Mr RJ Robinson - Bishop's Stortford 

I would like to ask if the writers of DS9 
have a grudge against Vulcans. I have 
watched the episodes that have been shown 
on TV plus several videos, but have only seen 
two Vulcans, one in the pilot episode and 
Tuvok in Through the Looking Glass. They 
do get a mention once in most of the episodes 
so far. 


Second, I am glad to see some of your 
club members are beginning to speak up a 
defence of the Vulcans. A very interesting 
read as somebody might say. More please. 


Do Vulcans have a sense of humour? I 
believe they do. They believe it is often cruel, 
unnecessary and can make the situation 
worse. 
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As for Tuvok - ] think the words Infinite 
Diversity might explain a black Vulcan, after 
all, where do you think the saying came from 
if there wasn't a diverse population on 
Vulcan? 


¢ Eagle Mirror - Sliding down the living- 
room Jampshade 

To those who still haven't received 
tribbles - my show-cat's eaten half my 
breeding stock. With the Christmas rush I've 
lost a couple of addresses so those who got 
tribbles in N/L £2 please remind me where 
you live. Anyone else requiring one of my 
tribbles (they make good cat toys), either 
make me laugh in the pages of IDIC or ask 
me for one in writing or in person. Failing 
that you can usually find them (and me) at 
conventions, Wolf 359 being my main one 
this year, being sold to raise money for Guide 
Dogs on the IDIC table or the S.R.P.C.C Cat 
Welfare Trust by yours-truly. 


Talking of felines, if anyone's going to the 
Supreme Cat Show at the Birmingham NEC 
in November (yes you read that right) havea 
look among the household pets, because 
there's a longhaired ball of fluff called Spot 
the Kitten who's just qualified for it - at her 
first attempt. I was so surprised that my 
friend had to buy me a triple brandy to bring 
me out of orbit! 


To most contributors, is it me or has IDIC 
suddenly become extremely serious of late? 
I'm getting lost in some of the debates, or just 
not bothering with them. The Q/Spot debate 
is plain daft. Some of the others seem a 
mixture of complete trivia and very heavy 
going. OK, OK I suppose I'm suffering from 
Kaferian Apple Withdrawal Symptoms. 


With that in mind (and providing the 
Editors dare let me) I'd like to ask for ideas 
about tribble genetics. I mean, in The Trouble 
with Tribbles there are adult tribbles of all 
colours yet the tiny ones are all white. So 
how do tribbles get their colouring? Surelv 
the offspring of one pair of tribbles will 
resemble the parents, yet again in The 
Trouble with Tribbles we see a litter of 
several different colours. Now does this 
mean that tribble litters have different dads, 
like kittens and puppies do? Or is it more like 


the Poecilidae (guppies and swordtails) 
where one mating provides several litters, 
with all the complications in the meantime. 
Ideas please. 


To the neverending spirit guide debate 
(or is it just a disagreement?) all I have to say 
is that a spirit guide need not be a person or 
an animal, it can be a plant or even an 
Achachilla or mountain peak. Different 
cultures view the subject quite differently. 


Beliefs, whether they are classed as 
organised religion or have just grown from 
experience, are personal. I don’t force mine 
on people (at least I hope I don't) and neither 
do I expect others to do so to me - those who 
have tried have ended up trying to answer 
Nezahualcoyotl'’s question, "What man can 
truthfully say that truth is or is not there?" 


While I was watching "Vortex" the other 
week I wondered if the writers realised that 
one of the planets mentioned had a rather 
unusual name. Whoever checked that one 
out didn’t check far enough: Rakhar is close 
enough to the Quechua word rakha to make 
any speaker of the language grin. What it 
means I won't put into print here but it's 
another rather rude word. 


Finally, those who know me will have 
noticed a glaring omission in this letter. 
Regarding the episode "Death Wish" - yes I 
did hit the ceiling! 


¢ Tracy Saunders - Westcliff on Sea 
I hope all the eds have a prosperous New 


Year, as well as all the other members of 
IDIC. 


To Martin Helsdon - Re your comment 
about Chakotay's attitudes and beliefs. I have 
not seen any of Voyager yet, but my spirit 
guide has asked me to let people know what 
he says, because as he puts it, everyone has a 
different opinion. Maybe Chakotay'’s Guide 
hasn't asked him. In future please just ask 
why, it is much easier and it is only of my 
free will if 1 want to communicate with him 
or not. 


To Bill McClure - In answer to your 
question about spirituality amongst animal 
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species and how did I come by it, 
unfortunately I haven't got to the spiritual 
level of the Buddha or the Nazarene and if I 
did I wouldn't be incarnated on this planet 
because the law of the universe wouldn't 
allow it. 


To Alberto Gorin - Sorry it took me a long 
time to write back. Don't worry about your 
English, you want to see mine! 


* Kay Stagg - Guildford 

To Michael Hill - At last, someone else 
who thinks ST:V is the best of the Trek 
movies. I have the theme music on cassette. 
Write to me, Michael - you'll find my address 
under zine listing. As for Generations, I've 
only seen the Kirk bits and have to say I'm 
not inspired to see the rest. Like you, I would 
have preferred Kirk to die in Spock's arms, 
regardless of the fact that he always said he 
would die alone. A friend/fan suggested it 
would have been better if Picard had taken 
Kirk to Romulus to be with Spock... what a 
reunion that would have been. 


To Neil Barrett - Your article on fan 
fiction bothered me and it wasn't until the 
end I realised why. In one swoop, you had 
dismissed every type of fan fiction which 
exists. I enjoy reading and writing situations 
which follow on from an episode. The 
response I get proves that there ate plenty of 
CT fans out there who also enjoy the same, so 
I could only laugh at your own choice of 
words, 'precognitive plagiarism’. As you said, 
you do have the right to your own opinion, 
but somewhere along the line you implied 
that fan fiction was not worth the paper it 
was printed on (other than a few selected 
stories written in the 70s which you don't 
have the time or money to read) and in all 
this you cannot help but mention that you 
have written Trek and won prizes, thereby 
implying you alone can write, edit and 
criticise. To coin a phrase (probably 
plagiarism)... fascinating! 


To Roberta Martin - I have been a WS fan 
for many years and belonged to the WSF 
London Group in the early 80s. Eventually 
that club was taken over by the one who now 
runs the WSC. The difficulties you face naw, 
I faced then, and I never had my money 


returned either. I just wish WS would take 
more notice of what is being said and done in 
his name. 


I am seriously hooked on BS and consider 
it far superior to TNG, DS9 and V... There, 
that's torn it! And no, I'm not about to thrust 
BS down anyone's throat I do accept that this 
is a ST fan club, but fandom has always been 
able to accept other programmes. I can even 
remember the A team in the early 80s. And 
there was Dr Who, Vincent, Quantum Leap - 
to name just a few. Having said that, 
however, I think that in the same way CT led 
in the 60 s, Babylon 5 leads in the 90s. 


In the Daily Express recently, they ran a 
small article regarding a survey carried out 
by the University of Northumbria on 230 Star 
Trek fans. They discovered 1 in 10 lost grip of 
reality following the adventures of the 
Enterprise. As I remember filling in one of 
their questionnaires, I couldn't help but 
wonder ifI was one of the 1s! 


¢ Edward Woo - Bricklayer 
To Sarah Rooke - Why does Paramount 


insist (persist) with stories in which 
characters are killed off, like Bareil and Kirk, 
and of course the Enterprise-D, etc. I know 
the final frontier is dangerous, but the idea of 
people dying all the time indicates to me that 
storylines and ideas are thin on the ground at 
the ST studio. 


We could have people disappearing, 
changing jobs, being transferred, moving to 
civilian life... death is not the only option. 


To Gul Melset - I do not think the 
inclusion of Michael Jackson in a ST film 
would be any good. In ST IV, Eddie Murphy 
was considered, but Paramount decided to 
keep the franchises separate. A film failure 
with both ST and a guest like that would hurt 
both careers. The same goes for Mr Jackson. 


To Sheila Clark - The actress Pamela 
Anderson is a Baywatch star and is reported 
as an ideal guest in ST. Personally, I think 
that would be bad, for the same reason as Mr 
Murphy. [Sheila - Thanks to all the others 
who explained tlis. One trailer of Baywatch 
was enough to put me off it.] 
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To Jill Searle - I think there are many 
Classic ST fans still out there, but time has 
moved on and circumstances change. No 
doubt some are no longer as active as in the 
past. Possibly fans of NG, DS9 and now 
Voyager are swamping the original Trek 
fans, though I hope not. 


To Kathleen Glancy - After reading 
Leonard Nimoy's autobiography, I think he 
has now accepted he will always be identified 
with the character of Mr Spock. By accepting 
this he takes the pros and cons of the 
industry and is making the best of it, hence 
the I Am Spack book. 


To Maria Woodward - The agents of 
many actresses and actors can be found in 
Who's Who in the USA, found in your local 
main library in the reference section. 


As to Siddig changing his name to 
Alexander, I still prefer the former as it is far 
more distinctive. Did he change his name for 
the American public? [Sheila - I did hear it 
was because le was fed up having his name 
mispronounced.] 


To Allan Kelly - Classic Trek is not dull of 
boring as you said; some of the best stories 
have come out of the original series. It was 
ahead of its time then, and for those who 
have not seen it before, it is worth watching. 
The arrival of NG, DS9 and Voyager has 
recruited fans who like the hardware and 
special effects. These should not overshadow 
that a good script and storyline is always 
superior to an effects episode or film (eg 
ST:TMP and even Generations). The Defiant 
is a powerful ship, but does not have the 
character of the original Enterprise. 


To Nancy Wilson - Apart from DS9, NG 
has mentioned DS¢ and DS3. Paris and 
Neelix are my least favourite characters in 
Voyager, so far. Initially I did not like 
Chakotay and Kes, but they have grown in 
my view. Neelix, so far, has contributed little, 
and Paris has a manner I cannot abide, even 
though he is supposed to be the best pilot in 
Voyager. [ am sure Chakotay is better. I 
would have liked Seska (the Cardassian/ 
Bajoran) to have stayed on Voyager - she had 
an edge to her character. 


To Andrew Carnegie - I remember before 
TNG started there were proposals to base a 
ST series on the Klingons. It would have to 
include the Federation, though, if only in a 
small role. 


To Michael Hill - I have enjoyed DS9 
since it began, but as you remember TNG did 
not really get into its stride till the 3rd season. 
The original series began excellently but fell 
away in the final season. I believe it is the 
fans of TNG who have found DS9 not so 
positive in the early episodes and now feel it 
is better in storylines with the introduction of 
Worf, and I hear even Troi might appear. As 
to Voyager, a mix of Classic and TNG should 
appeal to all elements with a ‘big 3' emerging 
and the upbeat attitude of a positive image of 
the future. 


* Allan Kelly - 247 Kelso St, Yoker, 
Glasgow G13 4BH 

I'd like to start by wishing everyone a 
happy new year. 


There are a few points I would like to 
make. In the episode Facets, when Jadzia Dax 
meets all her previous hosts - I'm sorry to 
nitpick, but why did she not meet Vorad 
(from the episode Invasive Procedures), the 
Trill who stole Dax and joined with it? She 
should have met him because at the end of 
Invasive Procedures, she says she remembers 
it all. 


I have been told by a few friends that I 
had better apologise for calling Classic Trek 
dull and boring. Well, I am not going to 
apologise for what I said, but I will apologise 
if] upset anyone. I happen to think it is dated 
for my generation - or maybe it's just me. The 
reason is because I have grown up with 
bigger budget programmes and better special 
effects that do help in getting the story 
across. Also I find the sets and the outfits that 
they wear makes the series hard to watch 
(but Iam trying). 


Having seen all of season 1 and some of 2 
of Voyager, I have noticed that there are 
quite a lot of stories that start in the Alpha 
Quadrant or have somehow been influenced 
by the Alpha Quadrant. The thing that 
annoys me is that they are in the Delfa 


Quadrant and the really good thing about if is 
that it has no history, unlike the other three 
quadrants; so why don't the writers use it to 
its full potential, like writing stories that 
nitpickers like me can't pick up on, because 
they wouldn't be stepping on anyone's toes. 


To Edward Woo - I think you're right 
about the short-term advantages of doing 
stories involving high tension; this has 
helped the ratings. Also you are correct about 
the future - this will end up hurting Trek, as I 
think eventually it will come to a climax 
probably meaning war. I don't think a Star 
Trek series could handle a war (nor could a 
production budget). 


In The Way of the Warrior, Dax says 
something to Worf in Klingon - does anyone 
know what she says? 


If anyone wants to drop me a line, please 
do - and if anyone wants to drop me out of a 
window, please don't! 


* Lyn Johnstone - Bristol 
Wasn't the Voyager episode The 37s fun? 


Mind you, it just goes to show they don't 
make cars like they used to! Mine never starts 
first time... even in the middle of summer... 
and when I only used it the day before (never 
mind 400 years ago!) 


I've enjoyed the real first season of 
Voyager and can't wait to see the second 
season from what I've heard about it. Sounds 
like the show is really up and running now! 


The thing I found disappointing with 
Generations was how they treated Data 
getting emotions. It was all done too quickly. 
Slam in the motion chip, and wham! he’s got 
all those feelings. It was a major development 
for him and not enough time was spent 
exploring this. Perhaps it would have been 
nicer if they had devoted a seventh season 
episode to Data getting emotions, Still, it was 
good to see TNG on the big screen and I'm 
certain the next film will be better. 


To Brenda Kelsey - Re mentioning that 
Sainsbury's do a cheese called Quark - I've 
seen a yoghurt called Fage. Yes, I know it's 
not spelt the same, but it still conjured up 


something gross in your mind, doesn't it?!!! 


¢ Anne-Marie Flowers - Glasgow. 

First of all, Irecon was in September, not 
December - sorry! [Sheila - That could have 
been my mistyping, but we should have 
noticed it in proofreading since that was 
done in November!] 


Re the Bermuda Cruise - Hi, Maria! Hi, 
Linda! As someone who spent a lot of time in 
the Karaoke bar, I can reveal that Jennifer 
Hetrick has a tremendous voice, and judging 
by her performance at the disco, she is also a 
trained dancer. I have nothing but praise for 
this Trek experience and I would 
wholeheartedly recommend it, particularly to 
singles, as a holiday well worth saving for! 


To Vered Gilad - Your article was 
excellent and I couldn't agree with you more. 
Do vou think there will be any children on 
the 1701-E? 


To Neil J Barrett - Of course fan fiction is 
vanity publishing - what else would it be? 


Recently there have been quite a few 
programmes on TV discussing the collapse of 
moral standards and the disintegration of 
family life. As expected, much of the blame 
was put on soaps and movies, not so much 
because of sex and violence but because 
children never see anyone making the ‘right’ 
moral choice. I absolutely agree, but I wanted 
to jump up and down and shout "You should 
watch Star Trek!" (And Due South - Fraser is 
so polite!) 


To all those who think Trek is getting too 
gloomy - have you seen Little Green Men or 
Our Man Bashir? 


Mackays stores are selling ‘Bajoran 
earrings’ for 75p in their teenage department. 


Is it just me, or does Cathy's brother in 
Eastenders look like Chakotay? 


* Marie I J Raper- Hull 

Firstly to Kathleen Glancy - I agree that it 
does make a lot of sense that Tuvok would be 
counting his 67-year marriage as having 
begun at the age of 7, On the other hand, 





43 


taking into consideration that Vulcan couples 
are betrothed at the age of 7, it is equally 
possible that Tuvok could be counting his 67 
years from the time he was officially married 
as an adult. 


To Bill McClure - You can hardly 
condemn the entire Federation as being 
‘without honour’ simply because uve starship 
is using cloaking technology. It is worth 
remembering that the USS Defiant was using 
Romulin cloaking technology, as opposed to 
that developed by the Federation itself. It is 
also worth considering that, on the whole, 
the Federation has kept its part of the Treaty 
of Algeron (2160) by not developing its own 
cloaking technology. Consider Captain 
Picard's actions in the episode The Pegasus; 
only moments after decloaking in front of the 
Romulan Warbird, he contacted the Romulan 
Captain with the intention of informing the 
Romulan government of the situation. Then 
he arrested Admiral Pressman for violating 
the Treaty in the first place. Your assessment 
was rather unfair, considering that the 
Romulans and the Klingons use their 
cloaking devices all the time. 


To Brenda Allan & Edward Woo - It is 
worth remembering that the USS Voyager is 
an Intrepid Class starship, which uses 
bioneural circuitry as opposed to 
conventional circuitry used in other starships 
- which include, presumably, Galaxy Class 
starships - which may account for the 
difficulties encountered in the episode 
Parallax. 


Again to Brenda Allan re Captain Nog - 
The only episode I can think of where the 
adult Nog is a Starfleet Captain would be The 
Visitor; but it also looks like Nog will at least 
have a very good chance of entering the 


* Academy in the not-too-distant future. 


Finally to Michael Flett - I am extremely 
offended that you should even imply that I 
would settle for "quoting these excuses" as 
you put it. Ido not, and never have, settled for 
using excuses for justifying a point! If 1 remember 
correctly, Geordi stated at one point that the 
magnetic interlocks had been ruptured, 
presumably as a result of the barrage of 
photons from the Bird of Prey. If any Chief 


Engineer worth his salt states that “we're 
about five minutes from a warp core breach. 
There's nothing I can do", whoever is in the 
centre seat would neither have any reason 
nor time to argue with him/her. My personal 
theory is that when engineering was hit the 
first time, it caused a chain reaction resulting 
in Geordi's inability to do anything to stop 
the progressing breach but get out as fast as 
he could. Also judging by the battering that 
the Enterprise-D had taken, I doubt that any 
additional dialogue would really be 
necessary, since you could see what was 
going to happen. 


* David J Raper - Hull 

SPOILER ALERT. Having recently seen 
Way of the Warrior, I thought that I would 
advance a theory. Gowron has been having 
problems at home, the people are not content 
with his rule and he has made too many 
mistakes, so to distract them, he chose a “safe 
little war". Why? Because it would give hima 
chance to ‘prove’ his ability as a leader, 
against a technologically inferior enemy, thus 
keeping his opponents in the militariy 
distracted and the folks back home as well. It 
would make sense and it has happened in the 
past, eg the Russo-Japanese War, more 
recently the Falklands. In each case a 
government in trouble sought to distract the 
populace with a war they expected they 
would win. Having managed to make a mess 
of it and destroy the Federation/Klingon 
Alliance in the process, I suspect that 
Gowron will have more trouble than ever 
when he returns to the Empire. 


Certainly things in the Alpha Quadrant 
are hotting up; with the addition of Worf as 
‘strategic officer’, DS9 fans can expect a lot 
more in the way of action and intrigue, 
especially if he ever gets his hands on the 
Defiant - Worf's dream come true, perhaps? 
Though I suspect that the 'weak' UFP may 
have a few surprises for the Klingon High 
Council. After all, the UFP did hold off the 
Klingon Empire for decades before there was 
a peace treaty and Sisko and his crew 
successfully resisted an attack on their station 
by the largest Klingon fleet we have ever 
seen, and quite spectacularly as well. 


Meanwhile I am enjoying the first season 
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of DS9, though the BBC should really make 
up their minds about Trek. If they can move 
the X-Files to BBC1, then why not Star Trek - 
CT was originally shown on BBC1, after all! 
Tt would go a long way towards brightening 
up Saturday night viewing, which, with a 
few exceptions, is truly abysmal at present. 


On the subject of Commander Chakotay's 
religious beliefs, could it be that they're a 
combination and distillation of Native 
American culture, instead of being derived 
from one particular tribe? Assuming his 
ancestors were from a number of tribes, each 
with its own beliefs, then surely Chakotay's 
own religious beliefs and practices will 
represent a cross séction of theirs? Failing 
which, Paramount should do a little basic 
research when creating his background. 


Anyway, any opinions on the Doctor in 
Voyager? Personally I think he's just what 
Trek needed, sarcastic, abrasive and with a 
great line in one-liners. Full marks to Robert 
Picardo on that score, and I hope they do not 
make the Doctor too agreeable for the sake of 
better doctor/ patient relations; it would not 
suit him. One wonders how DS9's Dr Bashir 
would react to an Intrepid Class starship’s 
EMH program? It would be worth seeing and 
since there should be at least one more 
Intrepid Class ship - the USS Intrepid - we 
may find out some day. I look forward to it. 
Arguments between doctors can be very 
heated. 


In the meantime. Voyager is certainly 
going places though where it will finally end 
up is anybody's guess, but I am enjoying 
their journey all the same - and sometimes 
that is far more important than the 
destination. 

[Ed: David and Marie, why don't you 
send in your letters in the same envelope? It 
would save you a stamp.] 


* Judith Taylor, 70 Leadale Road, Leyland, 
Lancashire, PR5 1OR, England. 

Hi every one, I had a newsletter. out there 
but hey! I've been busy. Here's one for you, 
in the Voyager episode Learning Curve, if 
the cheese is the source of the gel pack viral 
contamination, does this make it a cheese 
source? Think about it 








Every one seems to be doing their nut 
over Chakotay and his mixed religion etc.. In 
fact one of my friends even pointed out the 
geographical impossibility of him being able 
to bathe in the gulf of Mexico and watch the 
sun rise up over a particular desert. The 
problem is that Paramount is not allowed by 
law to represent any of the actual tribes as 
they all said they didn’t want to be 
represented. This means they can't use 
anything authentic, they're having to invent 
‘authentic’ artefacts that are parts of his tribe, 
in fact his medicine wheel in Cathexis was a 
Mayan calendar. It is beginning to look as if 
he's Central American not North American. 
Plus it is four hundred years between his 
time and ours; with the drop in_ tribal 
numbers a lot of tribes would probably 
merge to keep the bloodlines, or they may 
have even restarted their religion in a similar 
fashion to that of the modern Wicca. 


To Gul Melset - do you know that ‘a 
rancid ass’ is an anagram of Cardassian? 


To Nancy Wilson - mv friend the Bolivian 
Terrorist, who also writes in to this zine can 
supply you with a Tribble. Fully neutered 
these small adorable pets are useful as 
cleaning rags and even small low flying 
projectiles to throw at troublesome younger 
siblings... Sorry, I got a little carried away 
there. 


To Bill McClure - re my time and space 
article. You and I may understand time as an 
infinitely more complex entity, or rather non 
entity. But have you ever tried to explain the 
basics of time relative to the person 
journeying down its passage, to some one 
who has completely no idea and cannot 
conceptualise the whole hugeness of Time, 
Dimensions and their relationship. I am 
nineteen and I have built up my 
understanding of how they work from the 
writings of Stephen Hawking and various 
other authors, and from, believe it or not, 
watching and reading science fiction. I also 
watch a lot of the university science 
programs which I have access to. In my 
article I related Time down to an over simple 
description of a time line to the single person, 
so that people would understand. I realise 
that the physicists who read it were probably 
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out to lynch me but I wrote it because a 
friend suggested that I try to explain how 
episodes like ‘Voyager: Time and Again’ and 
‘STNG: All Good Things...’ could actually 
happen, as a lot of people hate time episodes 
because they don't understand how they 
work. I am willing to carry on the discussion 
of time and relative dimensions in space if 
you want; please drop me a line, my address 
is above. But basically the dimension that is 
your life is ruled by yes and no decisions, 
each decision pushes you down one leg of the 
trouser of time. You said it would be an 
octopus's trouser but I never stated how far 
down the leg you have to go before it 
branches again. I personally see time as a big 
branching water slide - unlike Bill and Ted 
however I don't have a telephone box to 
jump lanes. 


To Neil J Barrett - Hi. I don't think Peter 
David is a smartarse but I do know he has a 
wicked sense of humour for the in jokes. I am 
compiling a list of all the British authors and 
TV lines that keep appearing in his books. 
We've had Blackadder and Douglas Adams 
so far, he does it in other books too. 


To Lyn Johnstone - re Kazon Brillo pads, 
Perhaps it's to keep the ceilings of their ships 
clean. 


Oh well I must go, I would leave on a 
joke but at the moment my repertoire is a bit 
crude - oh I do have one although it's a bit 
late. 

Luke Skywalker and Darth Vader are 
fighting in the death star, the light sabres are 
clashing. Suddenly, Vaderbacks off and says. 

“Luke I know what you are going to 
receive this Christmas.” 

Luke looks puzzled. "No you can't" 

They start to fight again, they fight all 
over the room and then back off resting. 
Again Vader repeats his last statement. 

“Luke I know what you are going to 
receive this Christmas." 

“How?" 

“Luke, I feel your presents.” 


I know it's bad but it’s the only non-rude 
one I have right now. 


Suggestions 


Helen Cake bread -I find IDIC very good but 
I think there are too many letters and not 
enough pictures. I think that's why people 
are dropping out. 

{Ed - There are problems involved in putting 
pictures in the newsletter. The pictures of the 
guide dogs that we print are plhoto- 
reproduced by our printer from the original 
photo, and printed full page. They are, in 
effect, a one-off. 


As for printing Trek pictures - while 
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Janet lias a 4" scanner colour pictures don’t 
scan or print well in black and white. We 
just don't have the facilities to print good 
b/w photos. Getting Frank to photocopy the 
pictures wouldn't work unless we stuck to 
full page ones as we would need to know the 
size of the picture to fit it into the 
newsletter. We think it better to print 
original artwork and cartoons done by 
members than inferior copies of the sort of 
picture you can get in the professional 


magazines.) &S 


LEONARD NIMOY ON TOUR 


(15th. November - 25th. November 1995) 


Report by Jay Stevensen 


That's what the promotional T-shirt said, 
making Leonard sound rather like a pop 
group. The tour plan included book signings 
in London, Reading, Manchester, Leeds, 
Glasgow, Belfast and Dublin, talks in 
Cambridge, Oxford and Edinburgh and an 
appearance at the annual Leonard Nimoy 
Convention in Nottingham. 


Apress conference at the Science 
Museum resulted in the kind of facetious 
“exclusive” (by the now defunct Today) that 
Trek fans have probably come (rather 
wearily) to expect. Reporter Mike Ward trots 
out the usual ear jokes, remarks that Leonard 
looks “knackered” and "a teensy bit tetchy” 
{perhaps Mr Nimoy guessed what kind of a 
write-up Ward was going to do?) and 
suggests that maybe Trekkers are “pathetic 
and childish” for taking the show seriously. 
(Several reporters mentioned Leonard's 
appearance and voice without bothering to 
add that he was suffering from a bad attack 
of laryngitis). Happily there have been some 
better articles since, including one in the 
Telegraph (plus a decent review of I am 
Spock in the same paper) and a not too bad 
interview in SFX (January 1996). 


How does a Tour shape up as a way of 
“seeing the star"? A bookstore signing is nota 
very sociable occasion, unless it's under- 
attended and you're one of those people who 


likes monopolising 
the guest. No 
chance of this at 
W H_ Smiths, 
which was the 
usual conveyor 
belt affair, with 
Leonard tucked 











away in a 

corner and 

plenty of 

(polite) staff 

around to 

ensure that 

the long midenge 


queues kept moving. 


At the Guildhall (Cambridge) Leonard 
spoke from an open stage to a packed house. 
After apologising for his still obvious 
laryngitis (at the Con he admitted that it had 
been bad enough to cause him to cancel some 
engagements), he explained how his book 
represented a sense of completion after his 
long involvement with Spock, and how he 
planned to be less work oriented in the future 
and spend more time with his family. 
Obviously proud of his son's directing 
talents, he added that Adam Nimoy’s future 
commitments included an episode of Babylon 
5. This drew a large oooh! from the audience 
and large smile from Leonard. 


Questions followed, mostly Trek related. 
Would he ever play Spock again? It was, he 


explained, really out of his hands. Maybe the 
studio would pick up the Romulus storvline. 
Would he make a film of just Spock? ("Two 
hours of Spock?" He sounded incredulous 
and amused). What was the best decision of 
his acting career? ("Playing Spock!"). Which 
of the current Trek series did he prefer? He 
didn't have time to watch a great deal, but 
thought DS9 was too static, and Voyager 
sounded more promising. At least it had a 
ship that was going somewhere. 


Despite his voice problems Leonard 
spoke for nearly an hour. He was warm, 
humorous and professional, expertly fielding 
uncomfortable questions (like one on Bill 
Shatmer's relationship with the original cast) 
and dealing politely but firmly with another 
questioner who started to read out a long 
religious statement. Certainly this was a 
better treat for fans for a signing session. 


But the Nottingham Convention was the 
icing on the cake. Do any other actors have a 
convention devoted just to their work? In its 
fifteenth year, informal and friendly, very 
well run in an excellent hotel, the LN Con 
has played host to Leonard once before. I was 
told that during this first visit the Special 
Guest looked visibly shaken when he realised 
that, unlike America (where apparently the 
stars always speak from a stage) he would be 
very close to the audience. But he must have 
enjoyed himself because he stayed much 
longer than planned, and apparently said he 
would be happy toreturn. He may even have 
asked for this publicity tour to be re-arranged 
so that he could come back this year (1 
believe it was originally scheduled for 
October). 


The Convention room seated about 200, 
and as Leonard stood on a small raised 
platform, only a few feet from the front seats, 
there was no sense of separation. He looked 
slim and fit in a dark suit and black round 
necked shirt (and younger that he does in 
current photographs), and appeared to have 
fully recovered from his laryngitis. If he was 
briefly nervous to start with (and I think he 
was) it didn’t last and he was very soon 
speaking to the audience as if they were old 
friends....which is how he made us feel. 
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It was not so much a talk as a 
conversation, and subjects ranged from his 
past work to recent projects, including 
Primortals and the Outer Limits episode 
directed by his son ("He's a better director 
than I am"). Adam Nimoy is also a great X- 
Files fan and “campaigned very hard” to get 
involved in the series but “the right doors 
didn’t open for him". 


Leonard is still interested in the 
possibility of alien communication, and is 
working on a novel on this theme. (Would he 
write a Trek novel? No.) He hopes to write 
more poetry, and may get involved in the 
production of a new play “if we can cast it". 
He spoke warmly of his family, and his 
comment that he enjoyed "playing with his 
grandchildren....and then sending them 
home" raised an understanding laugh from 
Spotlight members, many of whom were 
probably grandparents themselves. 


A signing followed. We were told that 
due to a contractual ruling Leonard could 
only autograph copies of I am Spock, and one 
book each. Mr Nimoy totally ignored this, 
and signed everything fans put in tront of 
him. He paused frequently for photographs, 
and seemed highly amused when anyone 
nipped up quickly behind him while their 
friends (or husband) snapped a picture. 


Due to problems on the motorway 
Leonard had arrived late, but he stayed his 
full promised two hours, and showed no 
indication of wanting to move on. I had a 
feeling that if he was not scheduled to appear 
in Manchester he might have stopped longer. 


Despite claims to be winding down I did 
not get the impression that Leonard Nimoy is 
going to sink into grandfatherly retirement 
just yet. His mind is still clearly as lively and 
questing as ever, and I believe that if he is 
offered projects that are exciting and 
worthwhile, and preferably do not involve 
him in a tiring amount of location work too 
far from home, he would be happy to be 
involved. 


While Nimoy fans will be hoping that 
Leonard will continue to appear in a variety 
of roles, Trekkers will be wondering if he will 


ever play Spock again. He has implied in the 
book that he hasn't ruled it out, but we can be 
sure that he won't be tempted simply by fat 
fees. It'll have to be adamed good storyanda 
darned good script. Will Paramount ask him? 
If they find they need a money boost (and 
Spock on screen again would certainly 
provide that) they might well come round it 
it. 


I'm not sure I'd place any bets....but 
stranger things have happened in the long, 
chequered history of Trek. 


Golly! A report thingy from Helen White 


Another Saturday, another _ thrilling 
(ahem) shopping trip into Reading. I 
wandered along to the Friar Street Bookshop, 
haunt of many a sci-fi fan, and was brought 
to a screeching halt by a display in the 
window. ‘I Am Spock’, said several books. 
‘Leonard Nimoy signing session’ said a large 
number of leaflets spread around 
aforementioned books. I went inside, 
obtained details, and bought the book on the 
grounds that I couldn't possibly wait another 
week to read it I finished shopping, got 
home and read the book from cover to cover. 
(Quick review - 10/10, wonderfully witty, 
buy it immediately if you are a fan of Spock/ 
LN/Original Trek or any combination 
thereof). 


The following Thursday I met Jim and we 
walked to The Hexagon (Reading's, yes, 
hexagonal theatre) where the session was 
due to take place. The doors were due to 
open at 12, officially speaking, but Jim used 
to work for Blackwell's and had obtained 
inside information, viz. the doors would be 
open at 11. We arrived at 9.30, so we sat on 
the steps and chatted to fellow queueees until 
11, by which time we had all frozen to death. 
The doors were then opened and all zoomed 
in and re-queued on the steps leading down 
to the auditorium. While we waited to go 
into the auditorium we were amused by an 
anonvmous TV crew who came along with a 
huge camera and took piccies of the queue, 
the people at the front of same, etc. etc. They 
were then let in to the auditorium, boo hiss, 
just because they're the media... Eventually, 
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ie. at 12.20 (twenty minutes late) we were let 
in also and routed past a ‘branch’ of 
Blackwell's, which consisted of a table piled 
high with several hundred copies of I Am 
Spock (I've never seen so many copies of the 
same book all at once). People who already 
had copies were funnelled off to, yes, another 
queue, and people who wanted to buy 
stopped off at the table first. Jim and] ended 
up with a total of four each owing to absent 
friends who were either a) out of the country 
or b) didn't want to risk skiving off work, and 
no we weren't skiving ourselves! We then 
joined queue number three, yawn, and 
chatted to our new queue-mates, while being 
kept amused by the antics of the road crew 
on the stage who were setting up for the 
evening's show. We all had one eye firmly 
on the table at the front of our queue, 
however... 


Eventually, a teeny and very Jewish lady 
appeared, followed by a chap who Jim 
informed me was from Blackwell's, and then, 
The Man himself appeared, to the sound of 
squeaks of joy from the length of the queue 
and clicking cameras from the huge gang of 
press chaps arranged near the table. To Mr 
Nimoy the signing session must have been 
very like being a contestant in the final bit of 
the Generation Game, if rather more samey - 
‘a book, another book, erm, another book...’ - 
as Mrs ProbablyAgentLady took a book from 
the waiting fan, opened it, slid it in front of 
Mr Nimoy who signed it, whereupon Mr 
Blackwell'sMan grabbed it, closed it and 
passed it to its owner who had by now 
shuffled two feet to his/her right. He/she 
then took the book and left the scene of the 
crime. This was the theory, anyway - Jim 
and I messed it up by having four books 
each... I went first, and on Mr BM trying to 
get rid of me after three books, I pointed out 
that I should have four, at which point I 
suddenly found myself looking into a pair of 
slightly surprised deep black eyes (no, not 
that kind of black). Urp! Incredibly enough I 
managed to speak coherently, considering 
my brain had just turried into porridge, and I 
thanked Mr Nimoy for coming to the UK. He 
looked me amicably in the eye and told me 
that I was very welcome, I collected my 
books and exited stage left, gibbering 
happily, where I was shortly joined by Jim, 


who wasn't gibbering. 


So, we had queued for over three hours in 
order to spend approximately twenty 
seconds in The Presence. Was it worth it? If 
you need to ask, you're not a Spock fan! 


Report by Jean Sloan 


As everyone knows, Leonard Nimoy did 
an extensive UK tour publicising his book I 
Am Spock. I chose to come to Edinburgh this 
weekend to hear his talk because... Well, the 
official reason was Christmas shopping... Am 
I mad coming all this way for an hour's talk? 
Perhaps, but of all the figures associated with 
Trek, this is the one person I have always 
wanted to meet because the character Nimoy 
created has profoundly affected my life. If 
anyone is, at this moment, thinking "Get a 
life" or "How sad" - well, I've got a life and 
Spock's effect is not sad, but a beneficial 
improvement of my thought processes, of my 
ability to think and behave logically. Mind 
you, there are those who have implied that 
there is nothing logical in travelling 
millions... er, thousands... er, hundreds of 
miles to hear an icon speak. 


He talked about the early days of Trek 
and read some extracts from his book. His 
first realisation that he was becoming famous 
was when he and Bill Shatner were invited to 
take part in the annual Hollywood parade in 
November 1966; mind you, it was a dubious 
tribute - over the PA they called him Leonard 
Nimsey. I am not going to detail the other 
anecdotes from his talk - they are in I Am 
Spock, and don't want to spoil it for anyone. 


"Well, a wheel has turned full circle and 
there is another book." 


People had been asking LN to write his 
sequel for a long time before he embarked on 
the project. It was only after ST 6 that he felt 
the time was right to pick up the pen “or the 
Pc". After the film he felt a sense of 
completion, of things drawing to a 
conclusion. He doesn't think there will be any 
more adventures for Spock even though we 
all know that the Vulcan is off on Romulus 
working at peace negotiations. Of his work 
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on Trek, Leonard 
Nimoy 
declares, "I've 
had a 
wonderful, 
wonderful 
time." 









At the end 
of the talk 
there was a 
short Q&A 
session which 
was rather 
spoiled by 
members of the 
audience 
leaving to get in 
the book queues. I 
think the general 
disturbance this movement created stopped 
the Q&A short. 


v 


He was asked his opinion of TNG; like all 
the OS cast, his immediate reaction was 
sceptical disbelief "It had to do with my ega.” 
Now he recognises "wonderful talent and 
some very good stories". He envied the 
production budget and the professionalism of 
production, but on the other hand, “the OS 
found clever ways to get around short 
budgets". He thinks DS9 is less successful 
because it lacks "a sense of adventure”. 


He was asked if he would be prepared to 
direct in one of the Trek spinoffs: his reply, 
"Happily." He was asked to direct 
Generations, with a small role as Spock in the 
action. He read the script, but was not 
attracted to the story. He thinks that the film 
was a lost opportunity: "It would have been 
more attractive with two ships, two crews”. 


The talk lasted about an hour. At the end 
J headed out into the evening, getting 
separated from Harminder and John in the 
process. They had a train to catch and I 
stopped to talk to someone who recognised 
me from cons. At length I arrived back at the 
hotel where I now sit writing this report... 


Y 





—_——— 
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THE MORNING SPOCK BEAMED IN 


(A report of the Leonard Nimoy convention 1995) 
by Gloria Fry 


The con was full. Leonard was scheduled 
to arrive on Sunday morning around 1lam. 
He was a little late but when word of his 
arrival spread the excitement in the hall was 
electric. He was announced and appeared on 
stage with very little fuss, a feature which set 
the tone for his talk. He. was very relaxed, 
triendly and there was none of the ‘big star’ 
syndrome that many other actors have. He 
interacted with us ina way I have never seen 
any Trek actor do before. He asked us 
questions, listened to our opinions and 
responded to them, and discussed the SF film, 
‘Day the Earth Stood Still’ and the SETI 
project with members of the audience. He 
came across as intelligent, thoughtful and 
articulate. Did I mention handsome? His 
photos do not do him justice. The man is a 
grandfather of five now and aged 64 but that 
magnetism is still there. One only wonders 
what he must have been like when he was 
playing Spock in the 60's. No wonder all 
those women fell for him! And of course 
many people related to him and drew 
inspiration from his character as one member 
of the audience, badly burned as a teenager, 
movingly told him. 


On his comic ‘Primortals’ - He asked us 
our opinion about it. When he got little 
reaction he was told that most comic readers 
in Britain were males under 25 of which few 
were here. At that he seemed a little relieved. 
While researching Primortals he had spoken 
with several scientists working on the SETI 
project. From them he had learned that to 
communicate with alien life would not be as 
easy as he thought and that it might take 
months, even years, to understand them. 
From this came the idea of the probe in 
"Vovage Home’ communicating with the 
whales and not humanity. He told of how 
the studio suits wanted subtitles during these 
sections of the film but he insisted that to do 
that would take the mystery out of it, We 
were not meant to know why the probe was 
here and he wanted that to remain. He stuck 
to his guns and they eventually conceded. 


Someone shouted out about the plot holes 
in Generations and he agreed. Another 
mentioned about it giving Bill a chance to 
ride his favourite horses. Leonard replied, 
"You noticed that, huh?" 


On Bill Shatmmer - He and Bill were born 
four days apart. They were like chalk and 
cheese but were great friends. He also said 
some other nice things about Bill which 
makes a pleasant change from the current 
trend of Shatner-bashing. 


On the moment Spock was born - In 
‘Corbomite Maneuver’ when facing Balok’s 
menace, Bill was so enthusiastic and was 
getting everyone excited, including Leonard, 
and when he had to say the one line 
‘Fascinating’ (and here he mimicked an 
excited Spock shouting ‘fascinating’) the 
director took him aside and said ‘Remember 
youre a cool efficient scientist.’ It was when 
he took that advice on board and said the 
word in the way we now know that Spock 
was really born. 


On his current projects - He was trying to 
relax a bit now. He was writing a SF novel. 
When asked if he would ever consider 
writing a ST novel he said that he had 
thought about it and maybe one day would 
try it. 


On his book signings - He was amazed 
and touched by the response with sometimes 
as many as 1000 people gathering. 


On ‘Star Trek’ being on TV at that very 
moment - He suggested stopping his talk and 
turning on the tv. Needless to say, we did 
not agree. 


He spoke for almost an hour. After his 
talk he was taken to another hall where he 
signed ‘I am Spock’ for us. He was charming 
and friendly to everyone. I will never forget 
the moment after I thanked him for signing 
the book when he looked up atme and with a 
big grin said, "You're very welcome” in that 


rich deep voice of his. 


We all lined the corridors and waited for 
him to finish the signing. As he left he shook 
hands in the passing, like royalty, and to us 
he is like royalty, I guess. Some followed 
him outside to his car and waved him off. 
Passersby stood and gaped. After he was 
gone there was a buzz in the air. Everyone 
was high with excitement. 


To sum it up. One always worries that a 
favourite star will not live up to one's 
expectations. Leonard exceeded those 
expectations and more. Surely a man who 
has been idolised for 30 years would be 
forgiven for having some kind of ego but 
there was no sign of it. He came across as a 
really nice man and at peace with himself, 
generous in his praise about his fellow actors 
and happy to be amongst his loyal fans. 


Live Long and Prosper, Leonard. The 
others I've seen pale into insignificance 
beside you. 


My Thoughts on LN Con 
by Margaret Richardson 


I had a great time at the convention and 
decided to stay over for the Sunday night as 
well as the Saturday. On Sunday morning we 
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all waited eagerly for Leonard to arrive and I 
was surprised at how excited I was 
considering { had seen him twice before, but 
then he does have that effect on me. The one 
thing that [ and other people noticed about 
Leonard was the fact that he was much more 
relaxed this time, more so than four years ago 
when he made his first visit to an LN 
convention. He was relaxed, funny, 
intelligent and charming. I really enjoyed 
seeing him, and I believe he enjoyed seeing 
his fans again. 


From a purely personal observation, I 
enjoyed the whole atmosphere of this 
convention and especially enjoyed listening 
to people talking about original Star Trek. 
There seems to be something special in the 
way people discuss the relationship between 
the characters in the original series, and | 
found that this was an aspect that has been 
missing from the bigger conventions. It's not 
that the fans don't talk about the 
characterisation in the new Star Trek spinoffs 
it's just that there is so much talk about 
technology and what's new instead. I miss 
the in-depth conversations. 


I did get to see Patterns of Force at LN 
and I had forgotten how good that episode is, 
and how well they handled the subject 


matter. S 


QULCANS, LOGIE AND EMOTIONS 


by Sue Bursztynski 
(First printed in Centero, Australia) 


We have known for a long time that 
Vulcans are not without emotions; even 
Spock acknowledges this in the animated 
episode Yesteryear, when he tells 
younger self that the idea is simply to keep 
them under control andnot be ruled by them. 


The question is: what does a Vulcan mean 
by keeping emotions under control? Does it 
simply mean keeping a stiff upper lip anda 
deadpan face or does it mean acting 
according to logic only and not allowing 
emotions to rule? And are they successful? If 
the former, yes. If it means the latter - no. 


his , 


Consider all the Vulcans we have seen in 
the course of the series, both original and 
NG. Let's ignore that nut case Sybok, who 
proves nothing either way and _ has 
deliberately gone out of his way to be 
emotional anyhow. And Dr Selaris a walk-on 
character. 


There are: Sarek, T’Pring, T'Pau, Stonn, 
Surak, T'Lar, the Vulcan Masters in ST:TMP 
and that nice young aide of Sarek’s in the 
episode Sarek. We can't count T’Pel from 
Data's Day, since she's a disguised Romulan. 
Mind you,.she behaves like everyone's 
perception of a Vulcan, probably because 


she’s been doing her research in human 
archives. One suspects any Vulcans she had 
to work with would wonder about her, 
though they might not want to admit that 
they themselves aren't at all like humian 
perceptions of them. And Surak in Savage 
Curtain is an fllusion who is the way Spock 
imagines him, so he doesn’t really count 
either. 


The first time we see Sarek, he is 
pointedly rude to his son, to whom he has 
not been speaking for eighteen years. 
Logical? We move on to the scene with Gav 
the Tellarite. He throws the man to the 
ground in their fight. Even if attacked, the 
logical course would be to restrain him, 
firmly but nonviolently; he'd certainly have 
the training for that, from what we've seen of 
Vulcan life. 


In the scene with McCoy, Spack has a 
little fun with his mother, setting up the good 
doctor for the bit about sehlats. It's her idea, 
shé could easily have told McCoy what the 
animal was, but watch her, about to mention 
it. Pure mischief in her eyes, she glances at 
Spock for permission; he nods. Then, after 
having got in the last word, he leaves for the 
bridge before McCoy can say any more. Not 
logic - but sheer teasing! Sarek, who has 
missed the point, tells off Amanda in his mild 
way for embarrassing Spock (who should 
surely be expected to keep embarrassment 
under control?), then smiles at her - and we 
never, ever see a smile from Spock under 
natural circumstances! But Spock is trying to 
be more Vulcan than the Vulcans. 


By the end of the episode, father and son 
are united in teasing Amanda. Even the "One 
does not thank logic, Amanda" is clearly 
meant to rib her. Logical behaviour? No, but 
just like Sarek! 


By the films, there is no question that 
Sarek is acting on his emotions. Watch 
the clear’fury in his face in The Search for 
Spock when he thinks Kirk has neglected his 
duty to Spock's katra. There's no attempt 
whatsoever to control his emotions here. He 
yells - just like a human. By the end of the 
film, he admits that his logic is uncertain 
where his son is concerned. 
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Tar, the dignified Vulcan priestess, is 
probably the closest thing to a true logical- 
but-not-coldly-emotionless Vulcan we get. 
The Vulcan Masters have succeeded in their 
goal, but have dedicated their lives to it, 
suggesting that one can't really live that way 
in normal life. T’Lar does the Fal Tor Pan 
against her better judgement and afterwards 
we see her, exhausted, being carried off; it 
was kindandbrave of her, but not logical. 


In Amok Time, we see Vulcan for the first 
time. We have to assume that the rest of the 
planet is a bit more modern than the two- 
thousand-year-old arena and that T'Pau 
normally gets around in something a little 
more comfortable - and logical! - than that 
sedan chair. Why a people who believe in 
logic and emotional control hang on to such 
things as The Place of Koon-ut-kali-fee and 
colourfully dressed warriors is never made 
clear. (It would be fascinating to know just 
who those warriors are. Professionals? 
Relatives?) 


Really, it would be far more logical for a 
woman who wanted out to be expected to 
find a replacement for herself. It is to be 
assumed that there are matchmaking 
agencies on Vulcan - only reasonable on a 
world where half the population must finda 
mate and where marriages are arranged. 
Surely Spock, with his family's status and 
property and his own status within Starfleet, 
would be quite a catch and there would be 
any number of women who would actually 
prefer a sailor husband who left them to get 
on with their own lives, but wanted a 
marriage of convenience. It really wouldn't 
be too difficult for T’Pring to unload her 
unwanted fiance, if that was the way Vulcans 
did things. If they were being logical, it would 
be the way they did things. Is it because of 
their bonding? Perhaps, but in the second 
scene in his cabin, there is some indication 
that Spock is prepared to accept Christine, 
while still bonded to T’Pring; she then tells 
him about the ship's change in course and he 
settles for plomeek soup! 


Onwards to the trio of T’Pau, T’Pring and 
Stonn. 


T’Pau is as far from the gracious T'Lar as 


anyone can get. She keeps her face still, but 
her contempt for Spock and for what he 
represents are clear. She has obviously never 
heard of IDIC. It might be interesting to 
speculate that she was against Sarek’s 
marriage to a human. We do know that she 
refused a place on the Federation Council - 
why? Has it anything to do, perhaps, with 
the way in which she ways the word 
“Outworlders", and sneers, "Are thee Vulcan 
or are thee human?" 


Kirk does win her grudging respect when 
he agrees to stay for the kali-fee, but it never 
even occurs to her than he may not know 
that he is expected to fight to the death (and 
how, logically, could he be expected to know, 
seeing the Vulcans keep pon farr such a big 
secret?); when she does have to explain and 
Spock tries to stop it, she justtells him to shut 
up and get on with it. 


Is this a woman who has her emotions 
under control? 


At least at the end she is sorry for what's 
happened - another emotion. Of course, it 
needn't have happened if she had let Kirk 
know what was going on before he accepted 
‘the challenge and made T’Pring choose 
another champion. But that would have been 
too logical for this particular Vulcan. 


Now we come to the guilty lovers. Spock 
congratulates T'Pring, ironically (though she 
doesn't catch the irony in his voice) on her 
flawless logic. 


Sorry, no. Maybe it's because he's still in 
shock at the time. 


It's certainly true that she is cold-blooded 
and has figured out a no-lose situation for 
herself. In the James Blish adaptation, based, 
presumably, on an earlier script, she says she 
prefers Stonn because he's easy to control - 
tight in front of Stonn! One can well believe 
that. 


However, we have to go according to 
what was aired. She came to the ceremony 
expecting Stonn to fight Spock. Under those 
circumstances, she actually might lose. If 
Stonn won, she'd be his wife. Period. We 


don't know who he is or whether he's rich; 
we do know that, whoever he is, Spock is 
probably richer and more aristocratic; he is 
after all, related to T'Pau, or at least high up 
enough that she's officiating at his wedding. 
If Stonn lost, he'd die; she would then have 
Spock's money, name, etc, but no Stonn. By 
throwing in Kirk, she can have it all, no 
matter what happens. 


But whv? She can have it all anyway. All 
she has to do is go through with the wedding. 
She has admitted herself that she was quite 
prepared to go on having her adulterous 
affair with Stonn, even if she ended up 
having to marry Spock. Why risk losing her 
lover in the first place? With Kirk around, she 
wont lose Stonn, of course, but it’s highly 
unlikely a weak human in an atmosphere not 
suited for his race can win against a crazed 
Vulcan, so the most likely scenario is the one 
where she is married to Spock {as his chattel) 
and having an affair with Stonn on the side. 
She must know that. So why bother? I mean, 
what the hell is wrazg with being married toa 
legend? 


The only answer is that she has some 
emotional need to be married to Stonn if 
possible. One can see him following T'Pring 
around like a puppy, doing her bidding. And 
come to think of it, there may be some 
method in T’Pring's madness after all. It may 
be that she was simply using him to get rid of 
Spock. He would be no trouble to dispose of, 
in his turn, But she spoils that when she 
chooses Kirk as champion, just as she has 
alinost certainly wrecked her chances of 
becoming Mrs Stonn. 


One can imagine the scene between them 
afterwards; actually, quite a few fan writers 
have! 


Sarek’s aide, in the episode of the same 
name, is a loyal young man who has been 
propping up Sarek's failing emotional control 
with his own. We can see that the whole 
business has been a huge strain on him. 
Perhaps he’s doing it for the logical reason 
that the Federation needs Sarek's expertise, 
etc, It's not likely, though; it would be pretty 
presumptuous of him to think that a kid like 
him could carry such a burden on behalf of 


the Federation - and besides, he hasn't been 
succeeding too well. If he was really 
controlling his emotions and acting on logic, 
he would have had a quiet word with 
someone more senior in the diplomatic 
service, with Perrin or with Sarek’s doctor - 
or with all of them! No, this lad is acting on 
his emotions - his positive ones, love, 
admiration, loyalty. It's admirable of him, but 
even a human would have done something 
about Sarek by this time, hating himself but 
knowing it had to be done. 


It may be that all these Vulcans we see 
are exceptions rather than the rule, but they 
are the aly ones we see and we have to judge 
by them. And given that one of them is a 
leader of her people and another represents 
his people abroad, we would have to assume 
that they are fairly typical. 


IT mean, really, Vulcans logical and 
unemotional? Come on, now! S 
AY 


"Dorn & Out In Bristol & Los Angeles" 


by Alan Miller 


I make no apologies for this self-serving 
account of my experiences with Michael 
Dorn. This is the fan in me coming out and 
not the dedicated professional (Oh yeali? - 
Ed.) that was required to do the job. If there 
is more egoin this article than is good for the 
story then I apologise. Let's just say that our 
dear Klingon exceeded all of my 
expectations... 


Sometime in April 1995 


"So who have you got in mind?" asked 
the producer. "You're the producer," said the 
executive producer. "Come up with a tape 
and welll have a listen." “Right.” The 
producer smiled inside. This was a part of the 
job he loved... 


And so it started; the search for a suitable 
voice, one that would characterise the series, 
unify it and make it whole. That may sound 
absurdly pretentious but take Attenborough'’s 
voice off a BBC Natural History programme 
and it makes a big difference. It's the same 
double search that documentary film-makers 
always embark on mid-way -through post 
production. Who's going to score it, and 
who's doing the voice-over? Our sound 
editors brought the series to life, and we had 
a composer who ended up doing a superb job 
with each of the four one hours - Debbie 
Wiseman. All we needed was ‘the’ voice to go 
with it. 


Thad just returned from Africa shooting a 
series on the Serengeti National Park. It was 


my first ‘real job’ at producing (which in 
documentary terms also encompasses 
directing unless a separate director is hired). 
A year earlier I'd directed a half hour 
documentary for the BBC of the fan activities 
of "The Prisoner", a job I secured because I 
probably know more about McGoohan's No. 
6 than Roddenberry’s No. 1. It was a 
wonderful ‘first outing’ but I wasn't quite 
prepared for the enormity of helming four 
one hour shows for the US TV station PBS. 
To put it mildly, the producer is responsible 
for everything. After a month of editing, it 
was time to address the voice-over problem, 
which as every producer knows the word 
‘problem’ is defined by the phrase 
‘opportunity in disguise’. 


“So we need an American voice," said the 
producer. “I suppose so," answered the 
executive producer. “ABC/Kane (our co- 
producers) are gunning for Richard 
Crenna..." The executive producer smiled. He 
was a fan of TNG and mentioned casually; 
"What about Worf?" 


I admit it. The idea to use Michael Dorn 
was not my own. I just thought that there 
was no way that we... mean, Michael Dom? 
This was fantasy land. Forget technobabble 
and the strained plot impossibilities of TREK 
in its most esoteric forms. This was Worf! He 
was not even an option. Life doesn’t work 
like that. I must have thought this with an 
angel at my shoulder. I sounded out our co- 
producers in the States and two weeks later 
the phone went. 


“Hi Alan. Are you sitting comfortably?’ 


We'd got him. And I had to go over to Los 
Angeles and direct him (before the call sheet 
of "DS9"'s "Way of the Warrior” yanked him 
back into the make-up chair). I had a few 
things on my side, the most important were, 
(a) I knew his voice and what it was capable 
of - after seven years of TNG I ought to have 
known and (b) I was writing the scripts. 


The four films were fine cut and as the 
composer and sound editors frantically 
worked towards a deadline so unrealistic it 
could have beaten “Spock's Brain" in 
absurdity, I sat at the keyboard. All I could 
imagine was that Worfian growl. It sustained 
me and after two weeks, I had four scripts 
and US approval. 


Thursday 17th August 1995 


A flight to Los Angeles - well I could 
hardly expect Michael to pitch up at Bristol, 
could I? 


Friday 18th August 1995 


Los Angeles is an ‘interesting’ place. It's 
an adjective that a friend of mine uses when 
he wants to say ‘terrible’ and ‘wonderful’ 
simultaneously. I'd been before but never on 
a job, never expected to perform 
professionally, and with one of my heroes. I 
had to put fandom in the closet and warn it 
that if it so much as peeked out, I'd phaser it 
into oblivion. I had to be professional, which 
meant accepting the realitv of the situation; 
Michael Dorn is an actor and I was here to 
direct him. 


At the recording studio was a friend of 
mine (to metaphorically hold my hand) anda 
representative of our co-producers. I needed 
some US input just in case a few non- 
Americanisms slipped by in the scripts which 
would not do. The representative, Jeff, was 
six foot something and, ta my intense relief, 
something of a Star Trek fan. Getting the 
scripts photocopied for all concerned, I 
scurried around like a postgraduate in 
displacement activity. Jeff asked me, 


“So what does Michael look like without 
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his Klingon make up?" 
He appeared at the door. 
“Like that!" I answered. 


Michael Dorn walked in, in a casual ‘T’ 
shirt and jeans. Thankfully I quickly realised 
that the often-reported camaraderie on the 
TNG set was no publicity hype. Here was a 
man with an immense (and dry) sense of 
humour, something that I respond to because 
in the end if you can't have fun at work, 
what's the point? There was a gentleness 
about Michael that surprised me. All that 
growling in seven years had blinded me to 
the actor. If asked in 1986 "Would you cast 
Michael as a Klingon?" I might have said 
“No, he's far too gentle..." ] suppose that that 
is what acting is all about. Working without 
the tortoise shell forehead make-up must 
have been a welcome relief. Let's not pretend 
I wasn't nervous. Well, let's. But it wouldn't 
be true. Here he was, the man who played 
the character who had suffered dis- 
commendation, performed the Klingon Tea 
Ceremony with the much (undeserved) 
maligned Dr. Pulaski and who had said the 
immortal words “Comfortable chair...". What 
was immensely appealing about Michael was 
that he wore the mantle of professionalism 
with such a casual air that I was immediately 
put at ease. 


While the photocopies of the scripts were 
being made, we all strolled off to the kitchen. 
I realised, to my surprise, that I was the 
shortest person there. Jeff was absurdly tall 
and Michael is well over six foot and ‘wide’ to 
boot. Being over six foot myself I wasn't 
prepared to be the shortest there. I puffed out 
my chest to claw back a few tenths of an inch 
but who cared? It wasn't as if we were going 


“head to headin the holodeck... As many IDIC 


members know Michael is fond of flying jet 
aircraft and had spent the weekend before the 
recording session slamming tequilas with his 
‘right stuff’ friends who suffer from the same 
enthusiasm, that's flying not tequilas. Of 
course we chatted about TNG and DS9. The 
make-up, surprisingly, is a real dis-incentive 
toreprise the roll but he was looking forward 
to re-visiting the promenade of DS9. While 
we chatted I also came to see Michael as 


Michael instead of as Worf. It helped that the 
two were so distinctly different in 
appearance. I doubt if I could have separated 
the two so easily if I was working with 
someone like Patrick Stewart. But when that 
voice was the only thing I was concentrating 
on, I realised that my series wore a silver 
sash... I couldn't keep a stupid grin off my 
Face for the whole time. We ambled back to 
the recording studio. Michael would be 
sitting in the booth performing the voice- 
over separated from us by a thick glass door. 


The realities of recording voice-overs 
must be appreciated here. Voice-over artists, 
like real people, have different abilities. To 
direct vou need to find out the strengths, 
exploit them, and be patient with the 
weaknesses. One of Michael's great strengths 
was being able to take direction easily and 
interpret what I requested exactly right. That 
sounds like sugar coating. It wasn’t just me. 
Everyone at the session was of the same 
opinion. I realised quite early on that Michael 
was a consummate actor. He appreciated 
direction. If, for some unknown reason, he 
was asked to read a line again by Jeff (used to 
having many takes of a reading) he would 
quite rightly say, 


“T'll deliver the line in exactly the same 
wav unless you ask me to deliver it 
differently." 


It was at moments like these that I would 
politely ask Jeff what he thought was ‘wrong’ 
with the reading as Michael needed and 
thrived on direction. It . was words 
emphasised, heavy readings, light readings... 
What took me by surprise was that Michael 
was quite capable of performing quiet 
emotional pieces as well as the Worfian 
growls. 


As I was the writer, it was quickly 
realised that I had written Worf-specific lines. 
I asked him to view the hyenas (in "The 
Scavenger's Tale") as Romulans. He got it 
straight away. At the end of "The Lion's Tale” 
I had written the following line; 


“Tomorrow he may see nothing but today 
has been a good day...” 
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Michael delivered the line perfectly and 
then glanced out of the glass door straight at 
me and added the words... 

“Todie...!” 

That was all I needed. We were on each 
other's wave lengths (TNG_ knowledge 
coming in very handy for once in my life) 
and to my amazement and glorious surprise 
Michael performed two one-hour voice-overs 
in just over half a day... Trivia mongers 
among you may note that the two words he 
could never perform without many re-takes 
were “Similarly” and "Tourists". 


There was a question over a line in one of 
the scripts whether the line was too English. 
Was the phrase acceptable to US audiences? 
Jeff confirmed that it was correct English and 
that Michael should deliver the line as 
written. Just before going for a take, Michael 
growled at Jeffin his best Worfian growl, 


“Traitor...” 


The delivery of that single word 
epitomised the experience of working with 
Michael. He knew where I was coming from 
and delivered the lines accordingly... I'm not 
sure whether I could have asked for a better 
experience with a voice-over artist. 


Saturday & Sunday 19th & 20th August 1995 


Having broken the ice, I simply had 
Monday to look forward to.. and the 
weekend to edit the next two scripts.,. 





Monday 21st August 1995 


Michael, now in shorts (even more 
relaxed?) delivered the same performance 
and] knew, once we were finished, that I had 
my ‘unifying voice’. Surprisingly, Michael 
had performed the more subtle aspects of the 
script with skill and all that remained was 
letting my fandom out of the closet - just a 
little. I hada few autographs to collect (could 
you blame me?) - for friends you understand. 
He dutifully signed the pages and seeing the 
last page with “To Alan (Yes, That's Me)" 
printed on it, he thought for a moment and 
wrote the following (ego-alert) ; 


“Thanks for the professionalism. It's a 
welcome change." 
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Well, I could have flown back to the UK 
without an aircraft... & 


The Rise And Fall Of Star Trek Fandom? 


Or The Collected Ramblings Of A Deranged Trekker. 
John Stubley 


I would like to welcome you all to 1996 
and hope it brings you much happiness and 
joy. 


I feel the need to write to air a few 
thoughts I have about the direction Star Trek 
fandom is taking. There has been much talk 
over 1995 about how Star Trek has changed. 


Those who can reminisce about the glory 
days of the 70s when Star Trek was kept alive 
through the enthusiasm of fans, when 
conventions were gatherings of fans to share 
stories, socialise and have fun - not watch 
videos and buy official merchandise, when 
the only books to read were James Blish's 
adaptations and the fanzines. 


I can only imagine such things, being 
‘unfortunate’ enough to be born in 1973. 
Perhaps there is nothing left of this spirit as 
Voyager takes over from DS9, Paramount 
cracks down on licensing and the first 
professional conventions hit the UK. Is it all 
just glamour and glitz? Is there nothing left 
of the ‘glory days’? 


Perhaps all this stems from the aftermath 
of Gene's death - the Berman-Piller takeover? 
Things have changed. Star Trek is not just a 
cult TV show for a few avid Trekkies and 
Trekkers, it is mainstream TV sci-fi. It's a 
money spinner, a benchmark for all TV sci-fi 
to aspire to, a TV scheduler's dream (unless 
you're the BBC - but that's another story), a 
joke for stand-up comedians and a part of 
popular culture. 


One of my friends once said, "It's a 
damned good TV show, but you've got to 
remember, it is TV Fiction." This came from 
a man who won't miss a single episode of 
TNG, who dragged me all the way to London 
to see the Star Trek exhibition and whose 21st 
birthday present was a trip to the exhibition 
while it was in Edinburgh (Hi Adam!). 


But we're not all TNG fans, us young 
ones (whatever that means), or DS9 or 
Voyager fans for that matter. The image of 
Classic Trek as old hat is not one many of us 
share. One of my best friends LOVES Classic 
Trek above all others - "You can’t beat Kirk as 
a captain, with Spock and Bones at his side” 
he would say if he was here, now, reading 
this (Hi Clive!). He's younger than I am, but 
I prefer the movies (but then again I think 
Spock get better the older he gets!!). 


So what am I trying to say here? you ask, 
if you've reached this far! Nothing! Not a 
Kaferian apple (avec or sans pips!)!! All see 
is a number of people ready to leave fandom 
through a feeling of being rejected. I also see 
a bewildered number of people wondering 
why. It saddens me, and my friends. 


I leave you with this observation. Adam 
and I walked round the exhibition last 
Saturday (9/12/95). We enjoved it very 
much (he still thinks Edinburgh was better!) 
While walking around I made note of 
everyone there. There were all sorts of 
people there - young, old, tall, short, men, 
women, boys, girls, the lot. One woman was 
complaining to her friends that one of the 
Romulan uniforms was labelled incorrectly. 


Meanwhile Adam was complaining that 
when he was in Edinburgh the Cardassian 
and Bajoran phasers were transposed. Is the 
generation gap that wide? Was the last Star 
Trek film called Generations for another 
reason? What does IDIC really mean? 


I for one don't want to turn up to my next 
convention (when I can afford it) to find it 
full of adolescent Voyager fans watching 
videos and buying Klingon Bubble bath! I 
think if that happens I will leave as well. 


S 
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Why Do We Squabble So Much? 


(In response, in part, to Jason Nelmes and Alan Stephen & Harlan Ellison) 
Dave Styles 


You know, there's been an awful lot of 
moaning, griping andsquabbling going on in 
our Newsletters lately. Is it really overstating 
the case to say that "Classic" Trekkers think 
Voyager is crap, Voyager fans pick holes in 
plotlines of TNG, and everyone hates DS9? 
Chuck in half the club seeming to think that 
the other half is a bunch of anoraks, and it 
can all be quite depressing. 


BUT IT DOESN'T HAVE TO BE THIS 
WAY !! 


Let me try to examine some of our 
differences. Firstly, why do people hate 
different sorts of "Trek"? Well, with the high- 
tech SFX of nowadays, people will sneer at 
the scenery of Captain Kirk's day. DS9 will 
be attacked because it is a station, not a ship. 
Voyager is slagged off by many who are 
sexist, and cannot stomach the idea of a 
female Captain. No one can abide the 
thought of anyone daring to continue Star 
Trek in any form. It's now traditional to pop 
at the new versions of Trek when they first 
appear. 


To me, all shows are part of the same 
thing. Why argue as to which is best? Do you 
prefer your pancreas or your kidney? They 
are both part of a whole, and so are the Star 
Trek “versions”. I honestly cannot see how 
one can be a Star Trek fan without 
appreciating all the incarnations. 


I enjoy Star Trek. (To quote my most 
ardent critic), 'To me it is far more than just a 
TV program. Like many other Trekkers I 
occasionally get stick from friends and 
collegues about Star Trek. (Though it's 
interesting how, after a particularly good 
episode has been shown on the BBC, how 
many people from all over my workplace 
come up and discuss that episode) But what 
really gets me down is fellow Trekkers 
having a go at me. So what if ] want a tattoo 
of a Klingon spaceship? Does it really hurt or 
offend anyone that I collect Star Trek cards? 


OK so I dress up in Star Trek uniform and 
go to conventions, and Page's bar. However 
let's take it in context. In the last twelve 
months J have been out and about in uniform 
three times. Dressing up is good fun. People 
ask me, and similarly attired friends, to pose 
for photos, people look at me, people talk to 
me. (This comes as a refreshing change to the 
attitude prevalent among the general public 
in Kent; this attitude being one of totally 
ignoring everybody and everything except 
one's own self). I haven't changed my name 
to anything "“Trekky", and I don't know of 
anybody that has; but shouldsomebody want 
to, then good luck to them! I don't know of 
anybody puttting a rank on a chequebook, 
but if someone does, then it's up to them. 


Star Trek has given me an oasis of 
friendship in an unfriendly society, in my 
home town through the local group, out and 
about through conventions and events, and 
nationally through IDIC's postbag. OK, so 
like any friends we Trekkers may disagree 
occasionally. Can't we _ keep _ this 
disagreement civil? 


Cc) 
Auditioning Fo 
‘Noyaspv we 


Cosptow of 
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FANG OF THE ORIGINAL SERIES STAND UP ANO BE COUNTED 


by Gloria Fry 


T have been a fan of Star Trek since the 
late 60's. As a teenager I became hooked on 
the series and throughout the 70's, 80's and 
now the 90's it helped sustain me through the 
most difficult of times. I found fandom and 
joined IDIC in 1989, one of the best things I 
ever did. Through the club I gained pen- 
friends, a forum for my thoughts about Trek, 
and encouragement to write the stories 
which have taken up so much pleasurable 
time over the last 5 years. The club gave me 
the opportunity to make new friends and the 
whole thing has enriched my life 
immeasurably. 


In all those years I have never hesitated 
about rejoining the club but as I read the 
derogatory remarks, in the previous two 
newsletters, about Star Trek from certain 
‘fans’, who obviously do not understand the 
meaning of the term IDIC, I wonder if it is 
time to leave fandom. It seems that many 
have done so already. 


The more I think on it, the angrier I get. 
Who are these Johnny-come-latelys to 
denigrate a series which gave and still gives 
so much happiness, inspiration, and courage 
to face the trials which life so often throws at 
us? Have they any idea of its real meaning to 
us? I doubt it. Are they aware of the many 
who were encouraged to study science, 
engineering, medicine etc because of Star 
Trek. Leonard Nimoy spoke recently of how 
not a day goes by without someone 
telling him how ST inspired their 
choice of career. Do they understand 
how many, alienated by whatever 
cause, found a kindred spirit in 
Spock and identified with him? 


If these ‘critics' believed in IDIC, 
if they saw in TNG or DS9 the 
wonder which we see in Star Trek - 
the original series - they would never 
deride it in such a fashion. 


Constructive criticism is fine but 
those remarks were far from that. I i 
have never taken to TNG but I would 





never speak about it in a way that would 
hurt its fans. IDIC is all about tolerance, 
diversity, respect for other beliefs. Maybe 
some folk need reminding of that. Perhaps 
some of the blame lies with the producers of 
TNG who in interviews have not been 
complimentary about the classic series whose 
influence gave them the cushy jobs they are 
in - something they conveniently overlook. 


This week I watched an episode from 
each of the four series. Out of them, by far 
the best was ‘Miri’ shown on the Sunday 
morning on BBC2. It was the only one with 
an excellent SF plot, intense and moving 
relationships, and real drama. For me this 30 
year old programme outclassed the week's 
TNG, a Ferengi DS9 story and a Voyager 
which was like ‘Murder She Wrote’ with an 
added undramatic copy of the Vulcan mind 
meld. Will the three sequel series endure for 
30 years? That will be interesting to discover. 


In the meantime, I have decided that 
leaving fandom will not do any good. We 
original fans have to stick in there and make 
our voices heard. Without us there would be 
no movies, no TNG, DS9 or Voyager. We 
mustn't let ourselves be bullied by the new 
breed of ‘fan’. Special effects and 
technobabble does not a legend make. Star 
Trek - the original - is the legend, not the 
various follow-up series’ which still imitate it 
30 years on. 


busy for 


a while... 
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A DREAM OF STARS 


by Marcia Stanislawski 


One of my earliest memories is opening 
up a book and staring in awe at its 
illustrations; the solar system, Earth as seen 
from space, planets, star clusters, the Milky 
Way. I would sit for hours, going through the 
pages over and over again, and] would never 
tire. Then at night I would look out the 
window to those distant points of light with 
longing, for I could feel something out there 
beckoning me, even though I could not 
exactly understand what it was. 


It was around this same time that I 
started watching the original Star Trek on 
TV, and as the longing in my heart began to 
grow from day to day, I also began to 
understand - I was in love with the unknown. 


So, with the Enterprise and her crew, my 
imagination grew wings. with which I could 
travel to other worlds, come face to face with 
alien people and know that we were not 
alone in the universe. Every time that 
Captain Kirk took a step in a far away 
planet I could feel the alien soil beneath 
my feet; every time that he took a breath 
I could taste the air inside my lungs. His 
dreams were my dreams; his discoveries 
were my triumphs and his sorrow, my 
pain, In this way I grew up exploring the 
Galaxy. 


It was much later that I realised that 
ST was not only about the exploration of 
space, but of the human heart as well. 
Being a child, I was protected by my 
own innocence, not yet aware of 
prejudice and hate, famine or war. But 
even as my eyes opened to the real 
world, the tolerance and love I had 
unknowingly learned from ST became 
my guiding light in life. 


Since then the world has gone 
through some changes, and _ s0, 
accordingly, has ST; but the sense of 
wonder I first felt when I was 5 years old 
is still there - no matter which face ST 
wears (TOS, TNG, DS9, Voyager), all of 
them take me to the places I could never 





go alone. They are all my friends, and with 
them I have learned to share and listen, to 
care and respect. 


Gene's vision is a brave manifestation of 
the human spirit - he has showed us that we, 
the people of this planet, are not so different 
from each other after all, and so his vision is 
now our own. 


Once, long ago, the Wheel of the 
Universe started to turn; the stars dreamed of 
Life, and we began. Now it’s our turn to 
dream, and we choose to dream of stars. The 
Universe has come full circle. 


But every ending is also a beginning, and 
the Wheel has started turning once again. 
Something new is about to unfold... 


What will it be? 


CAPTAIN.. HE ONL 
ASKED THE ie 


BARK TRIK 


DO STAR TREK AND HORROR MIX? 


by 


Leslie Moyes 


For a TV show to last for 30 years, it 
always needs to be fresh and cover different 
influences, such as action-based stories, 
romantic and a lot of character development 
helps too. 


Star Trek has done this. It has also 
covered all kinds of genres in its 30-year 
voyage, such as Westerns, detective, 
gangsters, comedy, and of course horror, 
which I am going to analyse in this article. 


This makes Star Trek stand out from 
other SF shows bar the X-files and Dr Who, 
which are always at their best using this 
genre. The kind of horror! am talking about 
is not the tired and boring old serial killer 
crud, more the supernatural, fear of the 
unknown and the power of the mind. The 
last we got in the second Star Trek pilot, 
Where No Man Has Gone Before, in which a 
crewman, Gary Mitchell, gained telekinetic 
powers, and who can't say the scene in 
which he uses those powers to strangle a 
crewmate with wire is not terrifying? (Well, 
at the time I sawitI foundit very disturbing.) 
I wonder if Stephen King was influenced by 
this episode for his classic novel Carrie, 
which deals with telekinesis and ESP. 


After that we had The Man Trap, which 
was a very weak attempt at vampirism, a 
subject Trek still needs to explore. Maybe 
Voyager could handle a vampire yarn in its 
second season? - vampires are gaining a 
resurgence just now, especially in American 
Gothic and the oft-men tioned X-files. 


Trek's second season gave us Catspaw, 
which was more a pastiche than anything 
else, more like The Addams Family than 
Bram Stoker (sadly). 


Wolf in the Fold sadly brought the 
original series’ foray into the supernatural to 
an end. This one is genuinely creepy and to 
this day still has some unsettling moments 
such as the seance and the spirit's takeover of 


the ship. Original Trek at its darkest! 


Trek's next brush with horror came with 
the Alien/Body Snatchers _ inspired 
Conspiracy from the Next Generation’s first 
season - a very dark and chilling episode and 
in my opinion stillone of TNG's finest hours. 
The revelation of the Mother Alien at the 
climax is still one of TNG's finest scenes in 
Trek's first real horror story! 


TNG's second and third seasons never 
really covered much horror but there was the 
Borg, the ultimate Trek monster. 


I tend to think always that as well as the 
Cyberpunk thing, Clive Barker was quite a 
big influence on the Borg stories Q-Who and 
The Best of Both Worlds, as they resemble the 
Cenobites from his Hell-raiser series, what 
with their black armour and deathly white 
complexions. The Borg ship also resembles 
the lament (sic) configuration puzzle box (on 
a larger scale) which the Cenobites came 
from in the movies. Locutus himself 
resembles Pinhead the head Cenobite and the 
greatest horror villain since Dracula. I have 
always thought Q-Who more as dark fantasy 
than ‘science’ fantasy. 


On that theme, in the following season 
we got Devil's Due - the Devil and Eeklar are 
stunning creations (video covers do cheat! 
:-) ), Identity Crisis, also the Alien-influenced 
Night Terrors. Check out the morgue scene - 
spooky! The horror of mind manipulation 
was explored in The Game and Violations; 
both very chilling in their own right. 


In season 6 we got Schisms, with the 
thought of Riker's arm amputation and the 
crewman whose blood was turning into a 
liquid polymer; and that operating table - 
very disturbing. Aquiel was obviously 
influenced by Carpenter's The Thing, but was 
it a Changeling? Frame of Mind was also 
very chilling, almost nightmarish - a dark 
classic. 


Season 7 finally brought us Trek's 
ultimate horror story, Genesis. This is what 
horror is all about, from Wor''s spit of venom 
in Dr Crusher’s face - very frighteningly 
done, Barclay's spider looks should have won 
this show an Emmy for makeup alone, as 
was the Worf creature hunting Picard 
mercilessly around the ship. A lot of fans 
give this one a hard time, but if they did not 
look so deeply into it, Iam sure they would 
appreciate this one more, as I think it's a 
welcome change of pace to pedestrian space 
battles and Prime Directive stories. 


DS9 has not really covered the horror 
genre much, but in season 2 we got The 
Alternate, which is again Alien-influenced 
and with some very atmospheric scenes set 
the scene for things to come. In season 3 we 
got Distant Voices, DS9's first almost genuine 
chiller, again very nightmarish about what 
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Bashir is going through up against a 
genuinely terrifying alien. 


Season 3 finally gave us Adversary, 
which in a way is yet again influenced by the 
Alien/Thing movies; definitely not an 
episode for the faint hearted! 


Well, we have come full circle with 
Voyager, which is set to give us, as well as 
sentients, even more terrifying dangers from 
the Delta Quadrant. The first we have 
encountered which are genuinely chilling 
are the villains who look genuinely grotesque 
with their pizza-like faces and body part 
fetish. I think in space we will scream where 
no scream has been before! 


What does everybody think? Can Star 
Trek and horror mix? J think it does, & 


HELLO CHILDREN - EVERYWHERE 


by Kathleen Glancy 


Spock's research had now turned to the 
ancient radio programme  ‘Childen’s 
Favourites”. and the four audiotape collections 
from it. He observed that there seemed to be 
a preoccupation with miniature albino 
creatures, male uncastrated bovines and 
female waterfowl, or possibly male 
waterfowl incorrectly described in the sloppy 
Human manner. He was alarmed at the 
suggestions that a Human female of 
advanced years could ingest a number of live 
creatures, with eventual fatal results. He said 
so to McCoy. McCoy, who was by now 
getting obsessive about unravelling Spock's 
vocabulary, asked him what other songs he 
had studied. Spock gave him a list. 


1.Small Reverberation Which Has Been 
Awarded an Archaic Title by a Monarch. 

2. My Antipodean Native Weapon Will Not 
Return. 

3. Have You Found Your Non-ingestible 
Chicle-Derived Confection Lessens_ in 
Sapidity? 

+. Helen or Eleanor; the Land-Dwelling 
Pachyderm With Long Proboscis. 

5. The Steam or Diesel-Driven Rail-Mounted 
Form of Public Transport Which is Out of 


Control. 

6. Who is Apprehensive About the Large and 
Il-Disposed Specimen of Canis Lupis? 

7. Restrain my Marsupial Using Cords or 
Thongs, Athletic Person. 

8. You Are a Device Used for Dental Hygiene 
of a Roseate Hue, Whereas I Am a Similar 
but Azure Device. 

9. I Recall the Occasion When my Progenitor 
Attached Decorative Processed Woodpulp 
to the Walls of the Room in Our House 


Generally Reserved for Entertaining 
Visitors. 
10.The Immature Waterfowl of an 


Unpleasing Personal Appearance. 

11. The Law Enforcement Officer in a State of 
Constant Hilarity. 

12. Despite Having a Serious .Speech 
Impediment and an Infantile Mode of 
Expression, I Wish to Remark That I 
Believe Myself to Have Observed a 
Domestic Feline. 


“But Mr Scott,” said Spock, "then told me 
that because of anti-Caledonian prejudice, a 
number of beautiful Scottish songs had never 
been broadcast. He sang three of them to me, 
The one exhorting the singer's equine to 


make haste was not illogical. However, the 
trio of corvines seated upon a stone or brick 
built boundary marker or security barrier has 
raised many issues, I was unaware that 
avians retained strong familial relationships 
once mature, and the introduction of a fourth 
corvine who was not present seemed to be 
raising an advanced metaphysical debate 
unsuitable for the young. The suggestion in 
the third song that it is contra-indicated to 
thrust your ancestress from a large motorised 
public transport vehicle appeared sound until 
it transpired that it only applied to the 
maternal line." 


REVIEWS - BOOKS/VIDEOS ETC. & 


¢e THE CAPTAIN'S DAUGHTER by Peter 
David No 76 Pocket Books 
Reviewed by Sheila Clark 


This is the book originally advertised as 
“Demora". 


While on landing party duty, Demora 
Sulu suddenly attacks her commanding 
officer, who kills her in self defence. Her 
father disobeys orders to go to the planet in 
question in an attempt to find out why his 
daughter attacked her comrades. 


Much of this book consists of flashbacks; 
we learn how Sulu met, fell in love with and 
lost Demora’s mother all inside some 24 
hours (which certainly explains how he had 
time to have a daughter!); and how Sulu, 
discovering that he has a motherless 6-year- 
old daughter, chooses an Academy post 
tather than join the Bozeman (I would have 
appreciated a brief comment on _ the 
subsequent disappearance of the Bozeman, 
while accepting that could have happened 
after the end of this story). 


Mr David has taken thought to Trek 
continuity here. The main part of the story is 
set after James Kirk was lost off the 1701-B, 
but the flashbacks predate Wrath of Khan 
and continue through The Voyage Home. | 
found myself pulled up short a couple of 
times during the flashbacks by passing 
teferences, eg Saavik as a caclet at the 
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"Do you want to drive me mad?" said 
McCoy. "No, don't answer that! Just go 
away.” 


“Don't be like that, Doctor,” said Uhura, 
who had been listening to all t his. “If I were 
you, I would be thankful he didn’t get on to 
Gilly-Gilly-Ossen feffer-Katzenellen-Boden- 
By-The-Sea.” 


McCoy screamed. 


Answers page 69 





Academy. 


Fans of Kirk, Spock and McCoy will find 
little in this book to interest them. Kirk and 
McCoy make fleeting appearances and Spock 
not at all (though I did love the exchange 
where Sulu mentions reading Dr Spock on 
child care and Chekov replies “When did he 
become a doctor? Does Dr McCoy know?") 
The book is primarily about Sulu and his 
daughter, Chekov, Uhura and Janice Rand 
being the other Enterprise characters who 
play any sort of part. Captain Harriman 
comes over as a much stronger character 
than his behaviour in Generations would 
indicate, and Demora too is given life and a 
good strong character. 


I enjoyed it more than I expected to, 
mainly I think because of little snippets like 
the one quoted above. On the other hand, I 
was slightly less than convinced by the 
explanation for it all. 7 out of 10. 


¢ TWILIGHT'S END by Jerry Oltion No. 77 
Pocket Books. Reviewed by Sheila Clark 


The planet of Rimillia has been tidally 
locked to its primary for millions of years, so 
that one side is a frozen wasteland and the 
other a boiling inferno. Several generations 
previously, survivors from a destroyed 
planet colonised the twilight zone between 
hot and cold sides; however, their expanding 
population has now filled the habitable zone 


and destroyed the fragile native ecology. Ina 
desperate attempt to save their world, 
scientists are attempting to reinstate the 
planet's rotation by firing thousands of 
impulse engines; but there is resistance from 
those members of the population who fear 
this will destroy the planet. Kirk and the 
Enterprise are sent to give assistance to the 
rotation project. 


Reason says to me that a project such as 
the above would take more power than man 
could: produce artificially, and in hindsight, 
the whole story does rather smack of fairy 
godmothers waving their wands, but it is 
well enough written that I was able to 
suspend disbelief quite happily while I was 
actually reading. We still have the recurring 
theme of the ostrich hiding its head - ie those 
of the population opposed to the project 
being apparently quite happy to leave the 
problem for their children or grandchildren 
to deal with. We have Scotty working his 
usual miracles with a technology that is 
basically alien; we have Sulu and McCoy 
trying to do in four days what the native 
scientists have been unable to accomplish in 
many years’ research; we have the good old 
“the ship needs supplies and spare parts but 
this has to be done, so just divert and forget 
about restocking” followed by “I don’t know 
if this is possible, these components are worn 
out, if we'd only been able to meet that 
supply rendezvous...".Come on, do these 
starships !ever get supplies? Despite all these 
points, I still enjoyed the book and read it at a 
sitting. 8/10 


* FEDERATION by Judith & Garfield Reece- 
Stevens. Reviewed by Dave Styles 

"Federation" is an excellent read. At 463 
pages long I finished it in less than a day. It is 
that very rare book that you really can’t put 
down. 


Federation has three storylines; one 
following the life and times of the inventor of 
warp-drive technology, Zefram Cochrane; 
one featuring the original USS Enterprise; 
and one featuring Picard et al. To begin with 
the three stories seem disparate; Cochrane is 
emeshed in the turmoil of pre World War 
Three Earth, Kirk faces a conspiracy 
involving breaches of Starfleet's computers, 
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and Picard is bartering with Ferengi to aquire 
Borg technology. However the storylines 
ARE related, and come together to a most 
resounding climax. 


I've read reviews of this book before. It is 
widely held to be the film that should have 
been made instead of “Generations”. OK, this 
story gives the crew of the original Enterprise 
more action than in Generations, where those 
that were used were optional extras, but 
Generations was for the general public. 


Federation is for the hard-core Star Trek 
fan. In order to really understand the 
Cochrane plot one must really be conversant 
with special relativity, the Excalbians from 


‘classic Trek, and have seen the TNG episode 


“Encounter at Farpoint". The NCC 1701 
storyline requires the reader to be conversant. 
with the classic episodes “Journey to Babel”, 
"Metamorphosis" and "City on the Edge of 
Forever"; and the Picard storyline is 
dependant on a knowledge of the third Star 
Trek film and the TNG episodes “The 
Schizoid Man", "Q-Who", "Sarek" and “The 
Chase", and of the Preservers from Classic 
Trek. I honestly don’t think that the book 
would make much sense without this 
background knowledge. 


I remember, about a year ago, a friend 
telling me with surprise that Whoopi 
Goldberg would be starring in the next Star 
Trek film. When I answered that I should 
think so too, since she'd been in Star Trek for 
the last six years I was met with a blank stare. 
I think the blank stare is what the 
hypothetical film of Federation would get 
from the general public. Frankly if you're not 
up on Star Trek you won't understand it. 


But if, like me, you have seen the 
occasional Star Trek episode, then don't miss 
this book. You are in for a special treat! 


* DRAGON'S HONOR by Kit Johnson & 
Greg Cox TNG 38 Pocket Books 
Reviewed by Sheila Clark 


The Dragon Empire (possibly, it is 
believed, colonised by Terran Asians, but 
later detail says to me that it wasn’t since 
such colonisation could only have been 300 - 


400 years previously) has been isolated for 
generations but is now ready to join the 
Federation; the treaty will be signed by 
Picard and the planetary leader (The Dragon) 
after a marriage between the Dragon's heir 
and the daughter of his chief rival, this 
ending many years of civil war. However, 
another race - the crocodilian G'kkau - is set 
to move in before the treaty is signed. Their 
aim - to kill (and eat) the Pai of the Dragon 
Empire and establish the planet as part of 
their own domain. 


This book is made up of several fairly 
cliched plotlines, of which Elaan of Troyius is 
the most obvious. The bride-to-be is not 
anxious to marry the Heir (who in any case is 
old enough to be her father), but is instead 
madly in love with someone else. Then there 
is the planetary leader, unable (or unwilling) 
to accept that there could possibly be any 
danger to his life even when all the 
indications are that he is in danger, and the 
traitor who is working for the invading 
G'kkau. There is the ‘women are fourth class 
citizens’ attitude of the Pai, whose rich males 
possess huge harems, making the reader 
wonder where the man working in the fields 
finds a wife - logically there should be 
virtually no peasant class inside a generation 
because nearly all the women are serving the 
nobility, unless you argue a vast imbalance 
of the sexes (or the children of the lesser 
concubines being tossed into the fields as 
soon as they're old enough). There is the code 
of honor of the Pai, which seems designed 
primarily to equal stupidity (it is honourable 
to indicate, before the battle, toan enemy that 
his battle plans are flawed - and equally a 
matter of honor for the enemy to stick to 
those plans rather than change them at the 
last minute). Finally, there is no unexpected 
twist to the plot (I'd spotted the traitor by the 
end of chapter 3). 


Having said that, I did enjoy the book 
more than I expected to. [t moves sleekly 
enough and the characters, including the 
writers’ own, are convincing - even the casual 
live-for-present-pleasure-and-why-worry- 
about-business attitude of the Dragon, 
irritating though it is to Picard, is carried 
through consistently. A nice detail is the 
G'kkau's vital sense of smell - “I'll believe that 
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when I smell it!" - which makes any 
communication that does not include smell 
half incomprehensible to them. I'd give it 7/ 
10, mostly because there is so little original 
about the plot. 





THE WAY OF THE WARRIOR by Diane 
Carey Reviewed by Leslie Moyes 


I always do this! (Ie, read the book before 
seeing the episode.) 


As soon as I saw this, I dug deep to get it, 
and I reckon it's one of the best DS9 novels 
ever. Wow! If this was a fairground ride, it 
would be a roller-coaster! It had loads of 
twists and turns, and I hear that when the 
imminent video comes we are in for a treat! 


The characterisation is spot on. I heard in 
some quarters that Kira has been portrayed 
as a bit ot a bimbo - whoever said that has 
not read the same book that I did, I can tell 
you, as she still seems to be the same old Kira 
we know and love. 


This book also heralds the return of Worf, 
and of course the Big Klingon Freak Out. 
Because of the Dominion threat - and from 
what I have heard our bumpy foreheaded 
buddies have taken a leaf out of Fox 
Muldaur’s book as they do not trust 
anyone :-) even to the cost of their own fleet. 


There are some brill bits in this book, 
such as Garak and Dukat joining forces; Worf 
elaborating on the loss of the Enterprise-D 
and his comrades (what about Troi?) and a 
nail-biting chase between a Klingon cruiser 
and Kassidy Yates’ ship which will leave you 
breathless - and so much more! 


All in all this book is excellent, 10/10. 
(Pity we did not see a Jem‘hadar fight a 
Klingon; maybe that is yet to come.) Buy or 
be dishonoured! :-) It's a bumpy ride! 


« CROSSOVER by Michael Jan Friedman 
Reviewed by Anne-Marie Flowers 


I would like to begin with a quote taken 
from an interview with the author which 
appeared in the December issue of Star Trek 
Magazine: “I mustsay this is a terrific book, I think 


renders will enjoy it more than any other Star Trek 
book.” 


I have only one thing to say to this. 
“Sorry, Michael, think again!" 


The story goes something like this: Spock 
and a bunch of Unification dissidents are 
captured by the politically ambitious 
governor of an outlying Romulan colony 
world. The Romulans don't know who 
they've got, but the Federation do and they 
send Picard and the Enterprise, along with 
Admiral McCoy, to negotiate for his release. 
Scotty also gets to hear about Spock's capture 
and sets out on his own crusade to free his 
ald friend. Well, of course things go wrong. 
The Romulans capture Scotty, Riker, Geordi 
and Data, McCoy relieves Picard of 
command, the Tal Shiar finally suss out who 
it is that they have captured and it all has to 
be solved before the dissidents are executed. 


This story is well paced and Friedman has 
an easy-to-read style but, unfortunately, it is 
fatally flawed. The whole storyline hinges on 
the fact that the Romulans are unable to 
determine which of the dissidents is Spock. 
Are we really to believe-that they don’t have 
the technology to test for Vulcan DNA? This 
hole in the plot left me gasping for breath, 
the shame being that, otherwise, the 
Romulan side of the story is by far the best 
part. Scotty and the TNG Away Team are 
also nicely described, which makes 
Friedman's portrayal of Picard as a weak- 
kneed defeatist even more _ shocking, 
especially considering that this is the same 
man who wrote Reunion. 


Crossover is billed as a TNG novel, but I 
think it would appeal more to the Classic 
Trekker. I grudgingly give it a bare pass, 5 
out of 10. 


* Starfleet Academy 9: NOVA COMMAND 
by Brad & Barbara Strickland YA/TNG 


Reviewed by Anne-Marie Flowers 

In contrast to the disappointrnent of 
Crossover, Pocket Books December offering 
for young adults was a surprise and a delight. 


This short novel follows the young Jean- 
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Luc Picard from his arrival at the Academy to 
his first trip into space when he wins a place 
on the prestigious Nova Command team at 
the end of his first year. We see him making 
new friends, notably Marta Batanides and 
Boothby, and we also see how he deals with 
the jealous rivalry of another cadet, a rivalry 
which puts the team in jeopardy when the 
training mission takes an unexpected turn. 


Although this book is aimed at the youth 
market and the plot is simple with a 
predictable moral resolution, it is all very 
nicely done and the characterisation of the 
young Picard is the best ] have seen from any 
of the pro novels. J could live without the 
primitive illustrations, and at £3.99 I thought 
it was a tad overpriced, but I have to say that 
I enjoyed this book and I'll be looking out for 
more of this couple's work. 9 out of 10. 


* THE STAR TREK CONCORDANCE by 
Bjo Trimble Titan Books £12.99 
Reviewed by Sheila Clark 


This is the third version of the 
Concordance; the first one was put out as a 
fanzine, way back in the late 60s; the second 
one was professionally published by 
Ballantine but has been out of print for some 
years (Ballantine thought Trek fandom 
would suddenly collapse!); this, the third 
edition, which Bjo originally intended to put 
out as a fanzine again, but did find a 
publisher for, has been extensively revised. 
Several IDIC members (including Janet) have 
been credited with helping the research. 


This is a reference book for fans of 
Original Trek; other series are only 
mentioned when a character from TOS 
makes an appearance (eg Relics, Unification). 


Each episode from TOS, the animations 
and the movies, plus those episodes of TNG 
and DS9 that involved a character from the 
Original, is given a resume, with a listing of 
references from the main lexicon. This 
lexicon gives descriptions of the item, with an 
indication of which episode it is from, and 
words inside these descriptions which are in 
bold print also have entries. There is also an 
actor cross-reference - the actor's name, the 
part he played and in what episode. The book 


is illustrated throughout with excellent line 
drawings done by fans. 


The Okudas' Encyclopedia is excellent for 
covering all of Trek, but, at 322 pages long, 
the Concordance is definitely more 
comprehensive for anyone wanting info on 
TOS. Highly recommended. 


* THE ART OF STAR TREK by Judith and 
Garfield Reeves-Stevens Pocket Books £35 
Reviewed by Sheila Clark 


A better title for this book might have 
been "The Art Behind Star Trek”. This is an 
extremely well-illustrated book which reveals 
many of the secrets behind the development 
of the ships, weapons and costumes 
(including makeup) of Star Trek. Some of the 
illustrations are photos rather than artwork, 
but many of them show how something was 
developed, courtesy of the original sketches. 
The book covers every aspect of Trek, from 
the original series, through the animated 
series, the movies, TNG and DS9 to Voyager. 
There is comparatively little text, what there 
is mostly serving either to introduce series of 
pictures or to explain something in those 
pictures. I found it fascinating, even though I 
didalready know some of it. 


This is something of a specialist book; for 
someone who, like me, is interested in the 
‘behind the scenes’ details it is a must. If, on 
the other hand, you aren't interested in how a 
particular design came about, preferring only 
to see the final product on screen, you'd 
probably be better to save your money or 
buy three videos. 


* THE NITPICKERS' GUIDE FOR NEXT 
GENERATION TREKKERS Vol II Phil 
Farrand Titan 1995 £7.99 408 pages 

Reviewed by Edward Woo 





The Nitpicking continues with Vol II, 
which comprises a nitpicking of TNG season 
7 and submissions from fans who have 
spotted errors in the previous 6 seasons not 
previously mentioned in the earlier volume. 


The 7th season episodes are described 
with a synopsis, plot changes, equipment 
errors, continuity paffes, etc. Of course, there 
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conversations) 


is Trek Trivia Q & As throughout the book. 
Submissions are mentioned by the 
contributor's name in a growing list. (I have 
sent in mine already). 


Included is a review of Generations and 
its errors (all 14 pages worth), and does it 
need it? Yes! If you liked and enjoyed the 
other two books, this will complement them, 
well worth the money. 


We await the DS9 volume, and in years to 
come, Voyager. 


*I AM SPOCK Leonard Nimoy Pub. 
Century 1995 Illustrated b/w. £16.99 
Reviewed by Jay Stevensen 


I have always believed that the longevity 
of Spock's appeal has a lot to do with his 
creator's attractive real-life personality. 
Without pinning wings and a halo on Mr 
Nimoy, I am Spock confirms that talent and 
decency can actually survive hand in hand 
for over thirty years in Tinsel Town. 


Leonard is known to be a very private 
man, and you will search this book in vain 
for any through-the-keyhole revelations. 
Glossing over incidents where he has been 
professionally hurt or disappointed (and I 
imagine there may have been many more 
than are mentioned here) Leonard is 
generous with his praise and kind about 
almost everybody. He gives all of the original 
Trek "names" a mention, and has followed 
Bill Shatner'’s tradition of light hearted 
picture captions. 


The bonk contains some material from [ 
am Not Spock (including a continuation of 
the nicely original Spock/Nimoy 
and although _ editorial 
pressure probably insisted that this was 
mainly a Trek autobiography, there is a 
welcome amount of information about 
Leonard's non-Trek work. I could have done 
with more of this. For me, I am Spock really 
comes alive when it becomes [ am Leonard 
Nimoy, and we get some gentle insights into 
Leonard's philosophy of life. You often have 
to read between the lines to find it, but it's 
there. 


Combined with Bill Shatner's two 
volumes of Memories this probably 
represents the most balanced public picture 
we are ever likely to get of one of Trek's 
“greats”. Fluently written (Leonard is a 
natural) it is a welcome addition to any Trek 
library, and a good read for the general 
public too. 


* LAM SPOCK (Abridged) Read by Leonard 
Nimoy Random House Audiobooks, 1995. 
Four cassettes. Running time: 4 hours. £13.99 
Reviewed by Jay Stevensen 


This abridged version of Leonard 
Nimoy's (or, if you believe the cover, Mister 
Spock's) “autobiography” _concentrates 


mainly on Trek. Leonard is too good an actor 
not to sound interested while telling the 
familiar stories, but one does wonder if 
constant repetition has not brought with it a 
little weariness. Perhaps it's my imagination, 
but I thought he sounded rather more 
animated when describing his directing, his 
non-Trek work, and incidents that recalled 
his childhood, like the first time he saw the 
Kohanim making the now familiar Hebrew 
blessing. 


But this is still a treat for fans, and makes 
you wonder why none of the other Originals 
have done audio versions of their books. 
Perhaps now they will. 


* THE MAN BETWEEN THE EARS - Star 
Trek's Leonard Nimoy. James van Hise 
Pioneer Books 1992 Large format p/b, 150 
pages. Illus. b/w photographs. £12.35 
Reviewed by Jay Stevensen 


In typical Pioneer Book fashion Mr van 
Hise has cobbled this together (fairly quickly, 
I'd guess) from a variety of sources, and 
while it does cover more than just Trek it's a 
very superficial miscellany, complete with 
inaccuracies and poor editing. 


Leonard's career is dealt with in about 
27,000 large print words (about 30 [DIC N/L 
pages) and the rest of the book is padded out 
with a lot of widely spaced episode guides, a 
catalogue of (not always very informative) 
credits, too many unnecessary production 
details, and several appallingly badly written 
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(non-Trek) film plot outlines. 


What the book does have is some 
stunningly nice photographs, particularly of 
Leonard in his non-Trek roles (pity they 
didn't put one on the cover instead of the 
unflattering artwork), and Nimoy fans might 
well feel it's worth its cover price for these 
alone. Check it out from the library first, and 
then decide. 


¢ THE HALLOWEEN TREE. Featuring the 
voice of Leonard Nimoy. First Independent 
Video, Hanna Barbera Inc. £9.99 

Reviewed by Jay Stevensen. 


This Hanna Barbera animated version of 
Ray Bradbury's spooky tale (adapted and 
scripted by the author, who also provides a 
linking narration) tells the story of four 
children on a quest to save the soul of their 
friend. The sympathetic animation provides 
some imaginative visual moments, and is 
enhanced by an atmospheric score. The four 
young Americans have (for a change) 
attractive accents, no smart talk, and nice old 
fashioned values like loyalty, love, and self 
sacrifice. 


There is a wonderful voice-over by 
Leonard Nimoy (the only "name" in the cast). 
As  Carapace Clavicle Moundshroud, 
collector of souls, he guides the children ona 
trip through. the history of Halloween 
customs, and tests their courage and 
friendship too. Light years away from the 
measured tones of Spock, it's a joyously 
sinister performance. 


Ten out of ten! 


* THE VISITOR (DS9 Episode 476) 
Reviewed by Alan Stephen 


Beg or borrow - I don't advocate theft, so 
don't steal - a copy of the 4th season episode 
The Visitor. Jake is separated from his father 
when an energy beam takes Ben Sisko away. 
Convinced that he is dead, Jake begins to 
mourn; days after the event his father turns 
up at the foot of Jake's bed for a short time. 
Jake tells the others who assume it's Jake's 
grief making him believe he saw his father. 


A year later Ben Sisko returns again; this 
time Dr Bashir, Dax and O'Brien see him and 
try to keep him there, but ultimately fail. 


Ben returns sporadically to Jake 
throughout his life, which affects Jake's 
personal life as he sets on a quest to retumm 
his father. 


All the performances in the episode are 
first class; of special mention is Tony Todd 
who portrays the older Jake - the pain and 
anguish he portrays as Jake tries to hold on to 
his father is very moving. 


This episode is DS9's City on the Edge of 
Forever or Family, which I consider to be the 
finest episodes of Original Trek and TNG. 
Highly recommended. 


a 


Hello Childen - Everywhere Answers 


Spock initially referred to A Little White 
Bull and Little White Duck, going on to There 
Was An Old lady Who Swallowed a Fly. The 
list included - 

1. Little Sir Echo 

2. My Boomerang Won't Come Back. 

3. Does Your Chewing-Gum Lose its Flavour? 

4, Nellie the Elephant (Spock wouldn't 
contract the name of someone he'd never 
met) 


: Zine Ms 


You can send your Zine Ads to either Janet or 
Sheila. We reserve the right to edit for 
length. We will print these ads in two 
consecutive newsletters only unless we 
Teceive an update. Each advert has the date 


of the newsletter it was last updated with. 


“Age Statement required" means the zine will 
be sold only to readers who are legally adults. 


Zines referred to as K/S or "/" indicate zines 
with a homosexual element. 
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5. The Runaway Train. 

6. Who's Afraid of the Big Bad Wolf? 

7. Tie Me Kangaroo Down, Sport. 

8. You're a Pink Toothbrush, I'm a Blue 
Toothbrush. 

9. When Father Papered the Parlour. 

10. The Ugly Duckling. 

11. The Laughing Policeman. 

12.1 Taut I Tawa Puddy Tat. 


Mr Scott's songs were: 

Hey Gee-Up, Ma Cuddy 

Three Craws Sat Upon the Wa’ (or crows and 
wall if you insist) 


For the benefit of those who have not the 
benefit of being Scottish. ‘cuddy’ is the Scots 
word for horse. One of the three crows was 
‘greetin’ (crying) for its Maw (mother), while 
as Spock noticed, the fourth crow ‘wisna 
there at a”. 


The development of the third song 
suggests that while you cannot shove your 
mammy's mammy off a bus, it is quite all 
right to do so with your other granny, or 
daddy's mammy. 


The song mentioned by Uhura is a 
genuine title. It's a fictitious place name. 


| 





IDIC/ScoTpress (2/96) @ = new title 

All zines A5, UK Price £2.50, unless 
otherwise stated, includes postage. Rest of 
Europe add £0.50 per zine. 

IDIC LOG 16- Kruge's family seeks revenge 
for his death on Genesis, and Kirk is their 
target. Few left. 

IDIC LOG 17 - The Enterprise is on a 
mission to a planet whose inhabitants 
destroy everyone who contacts them; Kirk 
and the Enterprise are pawns in a vengeance 
hunt; others. 

{DIC LOG 18; Dreams, a novel by Ruth 
King. 


ENTERPRISE INCIDENTS 11 - Stories by 
Jay Stevensen. An alien entity takes control 
of the crew - but do they know it?; Kirk and 
Spock encounter a_ teacher.. with a 
difference. 

SODDE'S GAMBIT - a novel by Brenda 
Kelsey. Sequel to Fifty Ways, but does stand 
on its own. T’Pring has changed her mind 
and now wants Spock after all... Few left. 
BLOW BACK by Nicole Comtet. A sequel to 
Return to the Source. T'Pring'’s hatred of 
Spock continues. Few left. 

ENTERPRISE INCIDENTS 12 - story by 
Rosemarie Heaton. A series of errors by 
Spock shakes Kirk's confidence in his First 
Officer. 

ENTERPRISE-LOG ENTRIES 93 - stories by 
Rosemarie Heaton, Alan Boag, Linda Carter, 
Alex Blakeney, Pen Cramphorn & Jean Sloan. 
ENTERPRISE-LOG ENTRIES 92, Kirk is 
charged with treason; Spock and McCoy are 
stranded; an Admiral comes aboard for an 
inspection; McCoy is very ill and there is no 
other doctor available. 

MAKE IT SO 25 - stories by Anne Keown. 
Sandra Edge, Liz Aris & Christine Carr. 
MAKE IT SO 24 - more stories about the 
crew of 1701-D. 

MAKE IT SO 23 - An old friend of Picard’s 
thinks Jack Crusher is still alive and Wesley 
just a baby; four new crewmembers turn out 
to be more than the crew bargained for; an 
Admiral discovers that Data has routinely 
been assigned to working 24 hours out of 24 
on all his previous ships; a new crew 
member has dreams; Deanna is kidnapped; 
two stories featuring Spot. 

MAKEIT SO 21, 22. 


Order from Sheila Clark, 6 Craigmill 
Cottages, Strathmartine, by Dundee DD3 
OPH. Please make cheques/POs payable to 
Scotpress. Visa/Access/Mastercard accepted 
but please add 5p per £1 (or part of £1) to 
your total order. 

Foreign prices: Europe, add 50p per zine for 
AS titles, £1 per zine for the others; 
Australia/Japan write to Sheila for prices, 
enclosing an SAE +IRC. We have authorised 
Bill Hupe to reprint and sell IDIC & Scotpress 
zines in America, Canada and APO/FPO 
outside Britain; send to him for prices, 
enclosing a SAE. 
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SALE 


A4 zines all now sale price - £2.50 unless 
otherwise stated. Price includes UK 
postage; rest of Europe please add £1 per 
zine. We have very few of some of these 
titles, 


ATTUCLAC by David  Gomm; 
CAPRICCIO ITALIEN by Sue Jones; 
CHOSEN BROTHER by Gloria Fry; 
KINDRED SPIRIT by Gloria Fry; 
LOVELY - A LITTLE PROBLEM by 


Brenda Kelsey; ORCADIA by Joyce 


Devlin) ENTERPRISE-LOG ENTRIES 
82, 85, 86, 87, 88, 89; IDIC LOG 3, 4, 5, 6, 
7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 15. STAR TREK 
CREDITS - a listing of the Classic Trek 
credits by Janet Quarton £1.50; A CITY 
WITHOUT WALLS by Alinda Alain 2; 
GZAZARA by Alinda Alain £2; ESSAYS 
OF AQUARIUS by Marion van der Voort 
£3.00. This one is not Star Trek but there 
aremany similarities 

TNG - MAKEIT SO 6,7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 
13, 14; IDIC LOG 14. 





Send submissions of TNG, DS9 & VOYAGER 
material to Sheila Clark, (address above) and 
Classic Trek material to Valerie Piacentini, 20 
Ardrossan Rd, Saltcoats, Ayrshire, Scotland. 


BILL HUPE & PEG MENNEDY (2/96) 

For postage, add up the weight of the zines 
you want then check the postage below. 
Postage rates - surface 0 - 2 Ibs, $7; $2.35 for 
each additional pound; airmail (except 
France) 0 - 1b $9.50; 1.1lb - 5 Ibs $5.26 per 
pound; over 5lbs, $4.25 per pound. Add 
insurance, up to $50, $1.60; $51 - $100, $2.40; 
$101 - $200, $3.50. 

Prices quoted are for UK/European readers; 
US/Canada readers should SASE Peg and 
Bill for proper US pricing. 

TALES OF FELDMAN The ultimate Mary 
Sue gone bad novel. 200 pages, $20; MORE 
TALES OF FELDMAN - follow-up to the 
above; and just as hilarious! 200 pages, $20. 
Each 1 lb; BEYOND FARPOINT 5 - Picard is 
stranded on a planet after a diplomatic 
mission backfires; who said dreams are better 
than reality? Not for Picard and Crusher; can 
Picard face his memories of the Borg with 


Guinan's help; more Picard-Crusher; more. 
Cover by Amici, art by Caldwell, D'Airo, 
Davenport, Levy, Martin, Molnar, Rodrigues; 
fiction by Lassiter, Nicholson, Redifer, 
Robles, Augustine, Dahman, Shiring, La 
Ferrara, Molnar, Elbron and Woods. 200 
pages, 518; Ilb, BODY ELECTRIC 2 - the 
second instalment of McCarthy's Data/Lore 
fanzine fest with loads of fiction, toons and 
lots of surprises! 130 pages, $13. 12 oz. 
HEROES - all DS9 zine from Frick & Frack 
Press. Four action-packed novellas! 247 
pages, $17, 14 lbs. Voyager, DSI and TNG 
submissions being accepted for issue 2 - send 
submissions to Tiffany White, 905 Vernon 
Rd, Cochran, GA 31014, USA. 

Authorised US agent for ScoTpress/IDIC, 
Deep Dark Press, Gloria Fry, Kay Stagg, Janet 
Ellicott, Linda Wood, BSFR, PPPress (all of 
their zines have been turned over solely tous 
for publishing), Airwaves Special Editions, 
Naked Now (South Africa). We are also US 
agent for Horizon, the B&B Appreciation 
Society and Judith Proctor. 

Many zines available. We are authorised to 
reprint the following zines; out of print 
ScoTpress zines; Stardate Unknown 1 -5;R & 
R; Archives; Showcase; Masiform D; Quartet 
+2; all T’'Kuhtian Press titles (Warped Space, 
Obsc'zine) and many other classic out of 
print fanzines; many other titles available. 
SASE + 4 IRCs for a full list. We can accept 
personal cheques from the U.K. Please add 
1.5% for bank charges. Bill Hupe & Peg 
Kennedy - Footrot Flats, 916 Lamb Rd, 
Mason, MI 48854-9554 USA. Our British 
agents are Lynne Buckley, 160 Fairway Rd, 
Shepshed, Loughborough, Leics, LE12 9HG 
and Janet Ellicott (see below) - SAE to either 
for British prices. 


Merry Men Press (2/96) 

Merry Men Press _ catalogue. This 
comprehensive catalogue contains complete 
information for all the publications from one 
of fandom's longest running and most 
reliable publishers. Beautifully designed by 
Shelley Butler and Kathy Stanis it includes 
excerpts from every story and novel 
published by Merry Men Press, thus making 
it an invaluable reference guide. 
Reproductions of art work from many of the 
fine covers done by fandom's best artists 
grace its pages. This is a must for every 


71 


serious zine collector as well as an enjoyment 
for those just browsing. Please send S6.00 US 
and 2 IRCs for when you want the current 
flvers to be added to the rest. The format will 
allow continuous additions of future flyers to 
make this a continuing catalogue. NB - all 
zines put out by Merry Men Press contain 
either K/S stories, art and poetry or other "/". 
Age statement required. 

Currently in new release: FIRST TIME 43; 
SCATTERED STARS 7; WITHIN THE 
MIRROR 10; WHERE ANGELS FEAR (a 
K/S novel); PLAYFELLOWS 9 (DS9 stories) 
SASE for info. Merry Men Press, 274 
Roanoke Ed, El Cajon, CA 92020, USA. 


Greycloud Services (12/95) 

“Star Trek" and many other zines alwavs 
available from Janet Ellicott, 43 Brooksbank 
House, Retreat Place, Morning Lane, 
Homerton, London E9 6RN. I agent for Bill 
Hupe and Peg Kennedy, Bjo Trimble and 
Bernice Russell, and publish my ownzines as 
well as dealing in secondhand zines. Send 
mea large (at least AS) SAE for a copy of my 
list. 


Gloria Fry (12/95) 

New: KINGS OF PROPHECY - A Star Trek 
fantasy adventure: Volume 2 (Sequel to ‘Book 
Of Prophecy’) in which Kirk and_ his 
comrades continue their quests and attempt 
to fulfil the prophecy if they are to save the 
land of Arigol and its inhabitants from the 
King of Evil. Ad format. 106 pages. UK:£5. 
Europe: £6 or £5+3lrc's (incl p&p). BOOK 
OF PROPHECY - A Star Trek fantasy 
adventure: Volume 1 - in which Kirk, Spock, 
McCoy, Uhura, Chapel, Sulu & Chekov are 
snatched away to an alternate universe 
where magic rules. They must learn to 
accept their destiny as Heroes of the 
Prophecy and save a land from the Evil Lord 
and his minions. Ad format. 98 pages. UK: £5. 
Europe: £6 or £5+3 Ircs (incl p&p). Art 
includes stunning long-haired Kirk and 
Spock portraits by Maggie Symon. Short run 
of T-shirts available M, L, XL. (Kirk or Spock) 
UK: £11 each. Europe: £12 or £10+5 Irc's (incl 
p&p). Also available cards - Kirk or Spock 
60p each. For up to five cards add 30p for 
p&p. For up to ten cards add 50p for p&p. 
SHADOWS OF THE MIRROR (A mirror- 
universe crossover novel taking place 


immediately after the episode ‘Mirror 
Mirror.) The Mirror-Kirk, after a purge 
against all who oppose him, takes vengeance 
on his and Spock's counterparts. His actions 
alter the course of the Empire and his 
relationship with his First Officer forever. Ad 
format. 124 pages. UK: £6. Europe: £7 or £5+5 
Irc’'s (incl p&p). All ‘zines illustrated by 
Maggie Symon and Raymond _ Sless. 
Available from: Gloria Fry, 16 Frankfort 
Street, GLASGOW, G41 3XG. I have 
authorised Bill Hupe to sell my zines in 
America. 


SPACE-TIME CONTINUUM (12/95) 

A bi-monthly Visual Media newsletter edited 
by Bjo Trimble. It is full of news and well 
worth having. Subscription Rates for 6 
issues: USA $15 Bulk mail, $20 First Class. 
Make cheques/money orders payable to: Bjo 
Trimble. Bjo Trimble, P.O. Box 6858, 
Kingswood, TX 77325-6858 USA. 

Foreign subscriptions: Contact the 
Subscription Agent nearest to you for local 
rates before writing to the U.S. address. 
Canada: Star Trek Association of Regina, POB 
36007, Regina, Sask, S45 7HG Canada. 
United Kingdom Janet Ellicott, 43 
Brooksbank House, Retreat Place, Morning 
Lane, Homerton, London E9 6RN. 

Europe: Antje Freudenberg, Scharnebecker 
Weg 5, 2126 Adendorf, Germany 

Australia: Shayne McCormack 49 Orchard 
Road, Bass Hill, NSW 2197, Australia. 

Orient Masako Noguchi, 1-9-1 1006 Chikko 
Minato-ku, Osaka 552, Japan. 


(Zines by Pat Mitchell (12/95) 

BROTHER'S KEEPER; a_ hurt/comfort 
genzine featuring Kirk and Spock. UK price, 
£4..50. 

MOMENTS IN TIME; an adult TNG zine of 
short stories set around the aired episodes. 
UK price £5.50. 

The following zines are all ‘slash’ and require 
an age statement and confirmation that you 
understand and accept the "/" premise. 
GEMINI:THE FLAME AND THE FIRE; the 
K/S sequel to Brother's Keeper. UK price 
£6.00. 

A TOUCH OF TISH; an anthology of new 
and reprinted K/S stories, all by Tish. UK 
price £9.00. 

PROMISES, PROMISES; a B/D short story 
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zine based on The Professionals. UK price 
£10.00. 

SUFFER LITTLE CHILDREN; a B/D novel 
based on The Professionals. UK price £10.00. 
All prices include P&P. Foreign enquiries 
please send self addressed envelope plus IRC 
for price. All zines available from Bill Hupe 
in the USA. Make cheques payable to Pat 
Mitchell and send orders to 38 Ashboume 
Grove, Halifax, West Yorkshire, HX1 4JU, 
England. 


2/96 

Classic Trek Merchandise 

IN THE BEGINNING... A new Classic Trek 
zine/newsletter containing a mixture of 
articles from the archives and original work. 
Issue 1 has 60 pages of articles from the 1960s 
to the 1990s on such topics as The Directors 
of Star Trek, Time Travel in Star Trek, The 
Enterprise, This Side of Paradise, Bill Shatner, 
Leonard Nimoy and DeForest Kelley, plus 
information, poetry, humour and quizzes. 
Price £3.00 (UK), £3.50 (Europe). 

Vulcan Science Academy Calander 

A credit-card size, plastic, 1996 calander from 
the Vulcam Science Academy. Price £1.00 
(UK & Europe) 

Prices include p&p. Please make cheques 
payable to Lynne Banister. Order from 49 
Nudger Green, Dobcross, Oldham OL3 SAW. 
Also available: T-shirts (including a new 
design), Notepaper, second-hand zines and 
other items. Please send SAE or IRC for 
complete list. 


Lindsay J Shelton (2/96) 

THE BETAZED EFFECT - When an alien 
entity mindmelds with Riker he is left 
trapped inside a world of darkness and 
insanity. Only Deanna can save him, with a 
little help from her mother! Ad format. 
Suitable for all readers. UK price £3.50. 

THE AWAKENING - During a diplomatic 
mission to the planet Dromo. Riker, much to 
his confusion and horror, finds himself 
attracted to their Ambassador, Julian Foroc. 


This story contains sexually explicit same sex 
material and will not _be knowingly sold to 
anyone under 18. An age statement must 


accompany every order. A4 format. UK 
price £5. All prices include postage and 


packing. Cheques should be made payable to 
Lindsey J Shelton, 94 Parkes Street, 


Smethwick, Warley, West Midlands B67 6BH. 


(2/96) 

A BIT OF NOOKIE - The Voyages of the 
BIT nuqTH Have you ever wondered what 
life is like on a Klingon warship? Here at last 
is your chance to find out. Of course, this is 
no ordinary ship... take an incompetent crew, 
hallucinogenic lasagne, lunatic admirals and 
marine commanders, and add just a touch of 
sex. This book contains the unexpurgated 
and illustrated logs of various crew members 
of the B.O.;T. nuq'TH. All the rejects from the 
Empire who for family or political reasons 
can't be got rid of are all dumped on this one 
ship. Everyone is in a position for which they 
are totally unsuited, and are paranoid about 
others trying to usurp them. Incompetence 
and filth reign, not helped by the animal pets 
many of the crew possess. As this is a ship 
full of rejects, no branch of the Klingon space 
fleet will admit to being associated with it, 
hence it is the only BT. (Battleship 
Including Transvestites) ship in the fleet. 
Copies of A Bit of Nookie are available now, 
price £5 including P&P. Send to Teresa Tyler, 
1 Sandford Gardens, High Wycombe, Bucks 
HP11 1QT 
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Genzines by Kay Stagg (2/96) 

Kirk/Spock orientated hurt/comfort. Please 
make cheques payable to Kay Stagg and send 
order to 33 Barrack Road, Guildford, Surrey 
GU2 6RU. P & P (second class) included in 
the price. If order from Europe, please send 
an IRC for information on cost. 

NEW ZINE due March 1996; please send SAE 
to the above address for information. 

Still available: Lifeline etc, 138 pp, £4.800; 
Too Many Avenues 171 pp £5.25; In 
Perspective 177pp £5.25; Freedom (few left, 
once sold this zine will be out of print) 167 pp 
£5; Second Chance etc, £3.50 Troubles 
Revisited/The Rift 3.75. Also available 
Legends - stories by Waltraud Zucha-Glass & 
Jennifer Cobbing, 93 pp £4. I have authorised 
Bill Hupe to reprint and sell these zines in 
America, Canada and APO/FPO outside 
Britain; SAE or IRC to him for prices. 


2/96 
Calling all X Files fans. LET'S SEE WHAT'S 
OUT THERE 3 is becoming a multi-media 
zine and is interested in looking at 
submissions of  stories/poems/drawings 
involving the X Files as well as Star Trek. 
Please contact S Bell, Flat 11/2, 64 
Thornwood Avenue, Glasgow, Scotland. @X, 
cow 


CONVENTIONS/ADVERTS/CLUBS/GROUPS 





Janet receives a list of conventions world- 
wide off the Internet. If you would like a 
copy send Janet an Acorn or PC 3.5" disc 
plus return post and packing, or, for a 
printed copy an SAE 9"x6" plus an extra 25p 
stamp. Please specify that you want the 
Internet list of conventions. 


FAN CONVENTION DIARY a fan 
production funded by voluntary 
contribution. It is completely independent of 
any fan group or organisation, and exists to 
provide details of conventions and similar 
events throughout the year. The diary lists 
both Star Trek and other media conventions. 


Send an SAE for a copy to Anne Page, 30 
Fellowes Way, Broadway, Stevenage, Herts 
SG2 8BW. 


STAR TREK CONVENTION in Vissingen, 
Netherlands. 9-10 March 1996. Guests Carel 
Struycken & John de Lancie. SAE plus IRC 


for info to Kremer Evenementen, De 
Plaastraat 4, 4365 AZ _ Meliskerke, 
Netherlands. 


IRECON 6, (Klingon Language Academy) 

Date: 4th - 8th April 1996. Location: Jury's 
Hotel, Ballsbridge, Dublin, Republic Of 
Ireland. GOH: (To be Confirmed); Support: 
Lawrence M.Schoen, Director of the Klingon 
Language Institute (he will be available for 
workshops and if the response goes well 
enough, specific courses in the Klingon 
Language. Registration. £25 weekend, £10 


day, £5 half-day. Information send a SSAE (in 
Ireland) or IRC/SAE (Outside Ireland): 
Mairead King, Dublin Fan Con, 4 Lisin, 
Tullyglass, Shannon Town Co. Clare; 
Tel:INT-353/0)61-472812/361986; Fax: 360210 
and E-Mail: wise@iol.ie 


GENERATIONS IJ 6th-8th April 1995, 
Albert Hall, London. Guests (subject to work 
commitments): Leonard Nimoy, James 
Doohan, George Takei, Walter Koenig, Avery 
Brooks, Robert Picardo. More guests yet to be 
confirmed. Tickets £10-£45 per day. This is 
run for profit by Stargazer Productions 
International Ltd. To book phone 01527- 
65655. For more information phone 0891- 
517037 (UK only). Calls cost 39p per minute 
cheap rate, 49p per minute at all other times 
or write to Stargazer Productions Int. Ltd., 4 
Aspenwood House, Ipsley Street, Redditch, 
B98 7AR. Stargazer are also hosting a party 
on the Saturday evening at the 
Hammersmith Palais nightspot, 8.30pm till 
very late. Tickets £12.50 which includes a gift 
pack. 


WARP TWO The 4ist British Star Trek 
Convention. 2nd to 6th May 1996, Cardiff 
International Arena. Videos, discos, auctions, 
games, dealers etc. Contirmed guests 
(subject to .work commitments): Robert 
Picardo, Nana Visitor, Walter Koenig, Mark 
Lenard, Richard Arnold, Registration £35. 
For details send a large SASE to Warp Two, 
David Simons, 69, Merlin Crescent, Edgware, 
Middx, HA8 6JB, England. 


NEXUS 96 14th-16th June 1996 Star Trek & 
Science Fiction Convention, The Holiday Inn 
Crowne Plaza, Bristol. Organised by BSFR 
and the British Astronomical Society. Guests: 
Ethan Phillips (Neelix - Voyager), Dave 
Prowse (Darth Vadar - Star Wars), Richard 
Arnold, Tim Gaskill, Steve Parkinson (Bristol 
Exploratory). Programme includes videos, 
science programme, model exhibition, 
dealers rooms, evening disco, Fancy Dress 
competition plus lots more. Registration £35 
Full weekend, £30 Fri/Sat, or Sun/Mon. One 
day £20 . Room rates: £31.50 pppn twin/ 
double, £42.50 pppn single. Reduced rates 
for children and for Sunday night if also 
staving Friday and Saturday. 
Accommodation is strictly limited. SAE for 
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full details to Nexus 96, 26 Milner Road, 
Horfield, Bristol BS7 9PQ. 


MERIDIAN 21 - 23 June 1996 in the Rieckhof 
in Hamburg, Germany. Confirmed guests 
Marc Alaimo, Bjo Trimble, Dean Jones 
(make-up artist). Send SAE or SASE to Antje 
Freudenberg, Scharnbecker Weg 5, 21365 
Adenhof, Germany, 


VISICON 22nd-23rd June 1996. Dublin City 
University. Guest of Honour is Nana Visitor 
(Major Kira Nerys, DS9) Special Guest is 
Robert Picardo (Doc Zimmerman, ST 
Voyager). The guest list grows: We are 
delighted to have Diane Duane (author of 
Spock's World and Dark Mirror), Peter 
Morwood (author of Rules of Engagement 
and the Demon Lord series) and Michael 
Carroll (author of the Pelicos Trilogy) The 
convention charity is the Coombe Maternity 
Hospital. 

Limited accomodation will be available on- 
campus (on a first come first served basis to 
fully paid up delegates) with futher 
accomodation available ranging from B+B to 
hotels close by. We hope to have a shuttle 
bus available. Prices for the convention will 
range from 35 Irish pounds (early 
registration) to 40 pounds on the day. Under 
12s half-price. For more information and 
registration forms, send a stamped, self- 
addressed envelope to: VISICON, PO BOX 
1996, Dublin 14. E-Mail Info: wise@iol.ie 


CONSTITUTION III 5th to 7th July, 1996. 
Tollgate Motel, Gravesend ~ Kent. 
Registration: Full £20, 5-16/disabled £10, 
under S's free. Room rate £29.50 pppn for 
twin/double room. SAE for info to Tina 
Hewett, 115 The Brent, Dartford, Kent DAI 
1YH. 


CONTAGION, The Sixth Annual Scottish 
Star Trek Convention. Your only choice for 
the best guests and most fun in 1996. 13-15 
July 1996 at the Glasgow Thistle Hotel 
(formerly Hospitality Inn). Registration £36. 
Under 5s FREE. Accommodation available at 
Glasgow Thistle, Charing X Tower Hotel and 
Baird Hall to suit all budgets. Confirmed 
guest Richard Arnold. Others to be 
announced. All proceeds to charity. For full 
details contact Contagion, PO Box 867, 


Rutherglen, Glasgow, G73 4HR, 

FaxBack: 0141-429 8223, 

email: contagion@awayteam.demon.co.uk, 
www: _ http://www.cityscape.co.uk/users/ 
m45/startrek. html 


CONCORDE 42nd British Star Trek 
Convention. 23rd-26th August 1996, 
Radisson Edwardian Hotel, Heathrow, 


London. Itis a charity event. Registration for 
full weekend from 1/1/96 £33 rising to £35 
on 1/5/96. Confirmed guests (subject to 
work commitments) First Guest Patricia 
Tallman - TNG, DS9, Voyager; stunt co- 
ordinator on Generations: telepath Lyta 
Alexander in BS and Ray Harryhausen 
pioneer of stop-motion SFX. Also video 
rooms, parties, dealers’ and full science and 
alternative scfi programmes. For full details 
send SAE to: 138 Crosslands, Stantonbury, 
Milton Keynes MK14 6DF. 


LIGHTSPEED '96. 13-15th September, 1996. 
The Leeds Hilton National, Leeds. Star Trek 
30year celebration USA Guest Barbara 
March (Lursa) .Other Guests Dr Jack Cohen, 
Debbie Griffin (US Agent) Rates £35 for full 
registration. Reduced rates for Children/One 
day registrations. A packed programme of 
events including Guest talks, Competitions, 
Videos, Dealers, Disco and lots more. SAE 
for information and registration form to: 
Lightspeed '96, 16 Bramwell St., Eastwood, 
Rotherham, South Yorkshire S65 1RZ. 


MIDCON 15. Europe's longest running Star 
Trek Convention. October 4th-6th, 1996. 
Holiday Inn, Leicester. Confirmed guest, 
Chase Mastersen (Leeta, DS9). For details 
send SAE to: Midcon 15, 8 Ennerdale Close, 
Oadby, Leicester LE2 4TN. 


NORCON 16-17 November 1996. Everglade 
Hotel, Derry City, Co, London. N. Ireland. 
Theme: 30 years of Star Trek Fandom. SAE 
for info to Norcon, 4 Lisin, Tullyglass, 
Shannon Town Co. Clare, Ireland. 


OTHER EVENTS 


NEUTRAL ZONE 15th - 17th March, 1996. 
Sci-Fi/Multi-Media Convention. The Forte 
Crest Hotel, Newcastle Upon Tyne. Guests: 
Robert O'Reilly (Gowron), Bjo Trimble, 


“ACCELERATE 96 - 


Gareth Thomas (Blake’s 7). Full registration 
£35, 2-day £25, 1-day £15. Under 14's half 
price, under 5's free. Hotel rates: single £35 
pppn, double/twin £28.50 pppn. Price 
includes breakfast. For further info send SAE 
to The Neutral Zone, 16 Annandale, 
Darlington, County Durham, DL1 3QX. 


UNIFICATION 2 15th - 17th March 1996. A 
Multi Media Science Fiction Convention bv 
Midcon Conventions. The Holiday [nn, 
Leicester. Special Guest Roy Brocksmith - 
Sirna Kolrami from TNG's Peak Performance 
& Zakra from DS9's Indiscretion plus 
Richard Arnold - Star Trek Consultant and 
Tim Gaskill - Editor, U.K. Official Star Trek 
Fan club. Full Program of events features the 
first U.K. showing of episodes from DS9 and 
Vovager, X Files, Babvlon 5, Classic Dr Who 
episodes anda series of Feature films. Full 
weekend registration £25 - all Major Credit 
Cards accepted. Hotel room rates start at 
£41.00 pppn. Write to Midcon Conventions - 
8 Ennerdale Close, Oadby, Leicester, LE2 
4TN for registration form. 


48 HOURS IN SPACE 29-31 March 1996, 
Comfort Friendly Inn, Hull. A sci-fi video 
extravaganza featuring a non-stop 
programme over 4 video rooms, a fullv 
stocked dealers room and space theme disco 
on Saturday night. Full weekend booking 
£25, Saturday & Sunday £20. Other times are 
available and all age 14 and under are half 
price. Hotel rates, per room, per night are 
double £35, single £20, including VAT and 
full breakfast. For a booking form or further 
details send SAE to ‘48 Hours in Space’, c/o 
Hull Starfleet, PO Box 1701, Hull HU4 7YU. 
All profits from this event will be donated to 
the local Age-Concern and Hessle Dog 
Rescue charities. 


The 3rd British 
Quantum Leap Convention: 12-14 April 
1996, Radisson Edwardian Hotel, Heathrow. 
A charity event in aid of Greenpeace and the 
Pediatric AIDS Foundation. First Confirmed 
Guest, subject to work commitments - John 
D' Aquino. Full three-day programme of non- 
stop QL entertainment. Registration £35 for 
full weekend, other rates available. For 
information sheet and registration form, send 
SAE to: Accelerate 96, 78 Sterry Road, 


Dagenham, Essex RM10 8NT or telephone 
1827 64911 for details. 


WOLF 359 THE ENCOUNTER 7th to 10th 
June 1996. The Norbreck Castle Hotel, 
Blackpool. Guests: Bruce Boxleitner, Rene 
Auberjonis, J Michael Straczynski, Michael 
O'Hare. Also appearing Bill Mumy, Stephen 
Furst, Gareth Thomas, Ron Thornton & 
George Marshall. Full registration £40. SSAE 
for details to Wolf 359, 141 Waarden Road, 
Canvey Island, Essex SS8 9BE. 


CULT TV 1996 25th - 28th October 1996. 
Venue: Haven Action Centre, Caister, Great 
Yarmouth, Norfolk. Registration: £34 before 
30/4/1996, £39 between 1/5/96 and 31/8/ 
96, £44 between 1/9/96 and 21/10/96. Under 
S's free. 5 - 15 years old: half price. 
Accomodation: Half Board: £75 for 3 nights 
{Equal to £25 per night), Full Board: £85 for 3 
nights (Equal to £28.33 per night). 2 - 15 
years old: Half Price. Cult TV covers more 
TV programmes than any other British 
convention including: Star Trek, Babylon 5, 
The X-Files, VRS, Sliders, The Avengers, Dr 
Who, Red Dwarf, Blake's Seven, Q Leap, and 
The Prisoner. For more information send an 
email to me at 101330,2476. Please include 
your postal address. 2. Send your name and 
address to Cult TV 1996 (CIS), PO Box 1701, 
Peterborough PE1 1EX 


WHO'S 7 STRIKES BACK (WHO'S 7 1996) 
26/27 October 1996 at the Ashford 
International Hotel, Ashford, Kent. Full 
registration £40.00 (until 30/4/96) then £45 - 
supporting £20.00. Guests, videos, games 
and lots of other things! Contact Who's 7 
Strikes Back, 10 Filebrook Hall, Filebrook 
Road, Leytonstone, London Ell 1AG, 
England. E-Mail: lexin@cix.compulink.co.uk. 


<p> ADVERTS $y 





SMALL ADS 


Please note: All adverts are printed as a 
service to members and IDIC cannot accept 
any liability. Adverts should be a 
maximum of 10 lines - will be printed in 
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one newsletter only. 


Please only offer original items for sale - 
adverts will be edited if necessary. We will 
not knowingly print adverts for copied 
material which breaks copyright. 

FOR SALE - STNG collection, books, 
magazines, trading cards, plaques, videos, 
etc, all at low prices. SAE to Miss A 
Sudworth, 24 Crescent Ave, Ashton-in- 
Makerfield, Wigan, Gtr Manchester WN4 
9SG 


FOR SALE - Brent Spiner's Ol’ Yellow Eyes.. 
is now available on the Infinite Visions label. 
We have copies of the CD, cassette, T-shirts, 
bags and mugs available. Lots more to follow 
soon. For information, please send a SAE or 
IRCs to Donna & Dawn Macey, 66 Albert Rd, 
Worcester WRS 1EB, tel. 01905 764161. 


FOR SALE - DS9 4 inch figurines £5 each or 
£30 for a set of 6. Generation 3 inch figurines 
£5 each. Data aand Geordi 10 inch models £7 
each. Micro Machines shuttlecraft keyrings 
£1 each. Write to: Rebecca Morris, 32 West 
Road, Ellesmere Port, Wirral L65 9AR. 


FOR SALE or exchange - Some K/S zines and 
ST zines. I like at the dearest First Tine and 
As I Do Thee. Please send SAE for list to: 
Silvia Boy, Hermann-Burmeister-Str. 22, 
18435 Stralsund, Germany 


FOR SALE - Media-related books, annuals 
and toys; some Trek, wide selection inc. Dr 
Who, Star Wars, Detectives & Westerns. SAE 
to Irene Ambrose, 171 Heath Road, 
Hounslow, Middlesex TW3 2NR : 


FOR SALE: New, hand knitted Star Trek, 
TNG jumpers, good quality, very warm. 
Usefull for out door conventions or if the air 
conditioner has gone crazy. Available only 
in red and blue at the moment. £25, Please 
allow a month for knitting, please state 
jumper size. J Taylor, 70 Leadale Road. 
Leyland. Lancs, PR5 1QR. 


FOR SALE - A selection of TNG books all in 
excellent conditiion £2 each. Numbers 
available, 4,8,9,11,12,13,16,17,20-28. Also 
several original CIC TNG videos £5 each. 


Numbers available 33,42,57,65,73. Prices 
include p&p. Write to: Lindsey J Shelton, 94 
Parkes Street, Smethwick, Warley, West 
Midlands B67 6BH. 


FOR SALE - Trading cards, ST, Voyager, X- 
Files, customisable cards plus the new 
alternate universe; loose cards, sets, chase 
cards available. Nancy Wilson, 97 
Stamfordham Dr, Springwood, Liverpool L19 
4XD 


FOR SALE - 18 sell-through ST:TNG videos. 
Volume numbers are 23, 38, 40, 41, 42, 45, 53, 
60, 70, 71, 72, 73, 77, 78, 79, 80, 81, 82. Cost £5 
per video plus £5 towards postage and 
packing. Contact Mr S W Leckie, 7 Meadaw 
Road, Scunthorpe, South Humberside, DN17 
aR 


FOR SALE - Due to lack of space Iam selling 
some of my zines, mostly genzines but some 
K/S and a few other slash zines, all at 
reasonable prices to clear. Send SAE to 
Christine Jones, The Bungalow, Recreation 
Ground, Leeholme, Co Durham DL 14 8HN. 


FOR SALE - Zines. K/S also Classic oop US 
Genzines. (Vault of Tomorrow, Contact etc.) 
SAE for list to Mrs Marion Smart, + 
Brookside, Runction, Chester, Sussex PO20 
6PX. 


FOR SALE - Zines: K/S (AIDT, CKS, CT, DA, 
Duet, FT, KSX, M/A, NT, Nome, Thrust, 
Impact and lots more), ST Gen (Kraith, 
Plaktow, GD a.m.) On the Double, Treklink, 
Some Next Gen, B7, WG, HK, MM, Profs 
stories, some odds and ends. SAE + 41 or IRC 
(USA 2 IRCs) for list. A Maether, Parkstr. 15, 
32105 Bad Salzuflen, Germany. 


WANTED - Help! Has anyone got the 
communication software for a US Robotics 
28.8 bps sporter modem? (I think it's called 
Quick Link 2) Please contact Nanaki Kaur, 
585 Stratford Rd, Sparkhill, Birmingham B11 
4LS, UK 


WANTED: Does anyone have info relating to 
XFile topics, eg UFO's, Ghosts etc. I need 
them for research can you help me . If so 
please get in touch I am looking for them. 
D Taylor, 70 Leadale Road, Leyland, Lancs, 


PRS 1QR. 


WANTED - Klingon zines Diplomacy & 
Empire issues 1 & 3 by Ann Schwader. More 
Missions, More Myths 11, 13, 16, 17, 18; also 
issues 1,2,5,6 of Beyond the Farthest Star. 
Write to Sara Dickinson, 2 Kellsboro Avenue, 
Wroughton, Nr Swindon, Wiltshire SN4 9HT 
or tel. 01793 812150 


WANTED - Can anyone lend me a copy of 
Camille Bacon-Smith's ‘Enterprising Women’ 
- a study of media fandom, or Jenkins’ 
“Textual Poachers’ - on the same theme. Also, 
did anyone record Leonard Nimov's 
interview on GMTV on November 15th? If so 
I'd like to borrow that, or maybe vou could 
copy it for me. For all the above requests, I 
will of course meet any expenses incurred. 
Ruth Borgars, 130 High Oak Rd, Ware, Herts 
SG12 7NY 


WANTED - A copy of the rules of 3D chess, 
official or not, anda copy of Sci-Fi & Fantasy 
Models, issue 1, July/Aug 1994. All costs will 
be paid. If you can help please write to 
Kevin Parker, 12 Carlton Rd, Clacton on Sea, 
Essex CO15 6LU 


WANTED - Star Trek original series official 
videos of episodes 45/46, 47/48, 49/50, 51/ 
52, 53/54, 55/56, 57/58, 59/60, 61/62. 63/64, 
67/68, 69/70, 71/72,73/74. Must be in good 
condition, will pay £5 per video plus cost of 
sending. Also have available for sale at £5 
each TNG video 89 and DS9 video 1 {both 
are 2-part versions). Please contact Drew 
Stuart, 62 Dunvegan Avenue, Elderslie, 
Renfrewshire, PAS 9NL, tel 01505-325438, 


WANTED - desperately, Malcolm McDowell 
interview on Pebble Mill 10/1/96. Will pay 
£10 for this. Also wanted, Leonard Nimoy’s 
interview on the Late, Late Show (Irish Chat 
Show, Ch4) and 3 GMTV interviews and 
many others, Harry, 18 East Greenlees Cres., 
Cambuslang, Glasgow G72 8TX. 


WANTED - Any zines containing V stories 
dealing with Ham Tyler, depending on price. 
Margaret Connor, 205 Brenfield Rd, Muirend, 
Glasgow G44 3PE 


WANTED - Leonard Nimoy was a guest on 


Ned Sherrin'’s Loose Ends (Radio 4) late 
November/early December. Did anyone 
record this? Contact Marise Morland- 
Chapman, 12 Marsh Court, London Road, 
High Wycombe, Bucks HP11 1EW 


WANTED - Skybox Playmates trading cards, 
must be in excellent condition and reasonably 
priced. Nancy Wilson, 97 Stamfordham Dr, 
Springwood, Liverpool L19 4XD 


WANTED - Someone to swap customisable 
card game cards with (white border edition), 
mostly common and uncommon. Send your 
list to James O Donovan Jnr, 14 Mount 
Vernon Terrace, St Lukes, Cork, Ireland. 


PERSONAL COLUMN 


Penpals wanted - Vulcan fans, 20+, 
preferred; also Classic Trek, DS9 & Voyager; 
plus any info on Vulcans. Mr RJ Robinson, 
21 Dane Acres, Bishops Stortford, Herts, 
CM23 2PX 


BUSINESS SMALL ADS 


The Official Star Trek Fan Club of the UK, 
PO Box 355, Bushey, Watford WD2 2NA. 
£1499 for 4 magazines. Tel No. 01923- 
818495. Fax for membership information is: 
01923-225885. 

People can write to Tim Gaskill direct via 
e-mail TGASKILL@delp hi.com or 
elmerisdog@mail.bogo.co.uk 

post PO BOX 6463, London, N22 4JU 

fax 0181-888-8008. 


Qapla Mail Order - Japanese Animation 
Magazines; Science Fiction & Star Trek 
Magazines books and videos; Trading cards 
(sets, singles & specials. Send wants list!). 
SAE for details to Qapla Mail Order, Jason 
Mark Hulott, 3 Belmont Terrace, Lower 
Lamphey Road, Pembroke, Dyfed SA71 4+AD 
Tel 01646 6825652 


John Fitton - Books, Magazines and Videos. 
International Mail Order. Send A5 SAE for 
catalogue to John Fitton, 1 Orchard Way, 
Hensall, Goole, North Humberside DNI1-} 
ORT. 
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Convention Costumes. Do you need help 
designing and making costumes for up- 
coming conventions? Don't worry, help is at 
hand; I am a dressmaker with a love of SF. I 
can design and make magical and original 
fantasy frocks, party-wear, convention 
costumes or pageant spectaculars. Send SAE 
for information, price estimates, sample 
designs and illos of ‘of the peg’ costumes to: 
Rita Williamson, Romance Unlimited, The 
Glebe House, Kirkby Thore, Cumbria CA10 
1UR. Tel/fax/ans (01768) 361040. 


MISC 


OPEN HOUSE (not a local group as such - 
and not just for “Star Trek" fans - but just 
what it says) 43 Brooksbank House, Retreat 
Place, Morning Lane, Homerton, London £9 
6RN. Most Saturdays 124, sometimes 
longer. Contact Janet Ellicott as above 0181 
985 0425. Please phone before turning up. 


Visit Canada's biggest Trek Convention: 
One place left for visit to Toronto Trek 
30 July to 6 August 1996. Cost £550.00 


approximately. Contact 
T. Taylor 01494 445563 or Sara Dickinson 
on 01793 812 150. 





PENPAL LIST! Send your ad to S’Talisha 
(SM), 46 Broughton Rd, South Shields, Tyne 
& Wear, NE33 2RP, England. Please give date 
of birth, not age. For a copy of the list 
(continuously added to ) send; UK, 2 second 
class stamps; Elsewhere, 2 International 
Reply Coupons (buy from post office). List 
currently (Jan 96) has 96 listings, male/ 
female age 11 - 53 from 25 countries 
worldwide. Includes 32 SF fans. Any 
queries? UK send SAE, elsewhere, send 1 IRC 
(or no reply!) 


5, CLUBS 6 CROUDS Bj 


UPDATE 





We have available a set of information 
sheets giving the addresses and brief 
details of all the British Star Trek clubs and 
local groups we know about, plus Star Trek 


related actor clubs in the UK and abroad. If 
you would like a copy write and ask Janet; 
enclose at least a 9" x 6" SAE plus an extra 
loose 25p stamp. (Note: new members 
receive a copy of this when they join IDIC, 
although we update it with the following 
info from each newsletter.) 


Please enclose a SASE when writing to 
clubs for information. 


Patrick Stewart Appreciation Society - UK- 
based fanclub sanctioned by Patrick Stewart. 
SAE for details (2 IRCs from abroad) to 
PSAS, c/o 12 Anderson Close, Harefield, 
Middlesex, UB9 6HF. ~ 

Email to 100027.151@compuserve.com 
PSAS is now on the WWW at 

http:// ourworld.compuserve.com/ 
homepages /psas/ 

Please note - PSAS does NOT forward mail to 
Patrick Stewart. 


Off World Society Of Vulcans $5.00 per 
year (US) and $8.00 per ‘year Foreign & 
Canada. The Rata TAfar Tapan is published 
4 times a year. For more info send SAE + 52 
or 2 IRCs to T'Letyah c/o Valerie La Rue, 304 
Caroline St., Neenah, W154956 USA 


Starbase 74 Starfleet Operational Support 
Services. Covers all Trek. 4 quarterly 
newsletters packed with news, reviews, 
information on conventions and Technical 
data. You can receive a rank and sit 
advancement tests. Membership dues £5 per 
year. SAE for more details to Starbase 74, 46 
Boyn Valley Road, Maidenhead, Berks, SL6 
4ED. 


Spotlight - Leonard Nimoy International 
Fan Club. Carol Davies, 43 Lawrence Road, 
Hayes, Middlesex UB4 8QB. 


Leonard Nimoy Club (authorized US fan 
club), PO Box 17096, St. Paul, MN 55117- 
0096, USA. Membership US $15, Canada and 
Mexico $17, Foreign $23. Make cheques out 
to Leonard Nimoy Club. Non US 
memberships payable in US currency only. 


Tim Russ - There is an authorised fan club 
for Tim Russ, providing 4 newsletters a year, 
with an autographed, personalised B/W 
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photo of Tuvok as part of the membership 
package. Vulcan Insiders, PO Box 8248, Long 
Beach, CA 90808, USA. Send self-addressed 
envelope and 2 IRCs for info. 


LOCAL GROUPS - Update 


This is only a partial list this time. Please 
enclose an SAE when writing to them for 
details. 


Bournemouth - USS Excalibur Star Trek 
Mini-Conventions at Bournemouth 
University, Poole House, Wallisdown, 
Bournemouth. Films, activities, raffles and 
competitions. Charity - The MacMillan 
(Cancer) Unit. Entry £2.00 Excalibur 
members, £2.50 non members. Future dates: 
23 March, 27 April, 18 Mav, 22 June. 


Edinburgh - 10 Forward has moved. We now 
meet every Thursday 7.30 pm in the Festival 
Alehouse, 18 Morrison Street: that's just off 
Lothian Road, close to Cyberia and Laser 
Quest Please come along; rubber ears not 
required! 


Glasgow - The Away Team: Contagion 
(Away Team), PO Box 867, Rutherglen, 
Glasgow G73 +HR. Hospitality Inn 10.00am 
to 10.00pm, £6, (£4 under ]4s). Next meeting: 
11th Feb 1996. 


Kent - Treknet Kent. Friendly local club; 
Regular video and social meetings; club 
magazine. Treknet HQ, 107 Lower Boxley 
Road, Maidstone, Kent ME14 2UT. 


London - The London Group: Bi-monthly 
Trek group, 10.30am-7.00pm, Britannia Inter- 


Continental Hotel, Grosvenor Square, 
London W1. 1996 dates: 16th March, 11th 
May, 6th July, 14th September, 2nd 


November - price £7 per meeting. Please 
send SAE for further details to Kim Knight, 
38 Rochford Avenue, Loughton, Essex IG10 
2BS. 


Portsmouth ~ The imaginatively titled 
Portsmouth Starfleet - Sarah Rooke, Flat 3, 20 
St Davids Road, Southsea, Portsmouth, Hants 
POSIQN. Ring 0705 723892 (office hours) or 
0705 341946 for details of events locally. 


Sleaford, Lincs. - The Picard Maneuver. 
Come along and meet new friends and watch 
videos. All Trekkers are welcome. SAE for 
info to The Picard Maneuver, 17 Parkfield 
Road, Ruskington, Sleaford, Lincs. NG34 9HS 
or telephone 01526 833877. 


+ * * * * 


Copyright IDIC February 1996. All rights are 
reserved to the writers. No attempt is made 
to supersede any rights held by Paramount, 
NBC, BBC, CIC or any other holders of 
copyright in Star Trek material. Articles 
should not be reprinted without written 
permission. Factual information may be 
reprinted with appropriate credit. 


The opinions stated in this newsletter are 
those of the writers and do not necessarily 
reflect those of the committee. 


Send to: 

Janet - Subscriptions, renewals, all newsletter 
submissions on disc or my email; all news, 
cuttings, info etc. ; used stamps for the Guide 
Dogs. 

Sheila - All Zine orders; submissions for the 
newsletter which have to be typed up - 
postbag, articles, reviews, adverts etcr; TNG 
& DS9 submissions for zines (stories, poetry 
and artwork); used stamps for the Guide 
Dogs. 
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DATA PROTECTION ACT 
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above Act. In accordance with the conditions 
governing the maintenance of machine- 
readable records by  non-incorporated 
members’ clubs, IDIC must advise that the 
names and addresses of every member are 
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held in a computer-readable format in order 
to more efficiently prepare and despatch 
newsletters. The information is used for this 
purpose only, and will not be disclosed to 
any other party whatsoever without the 
specific consent of the Data Subject (ie. the 
member concerned). You should also be 
aware that you have a statutory right for 
your name to be deleted from the computer 
record and for your newsletters to be 
addressed manually. 
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